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which none could be able to excuſe me . maven o Ne, 
I ſhall only then, inform you of the "Deſign of the Author, asfar as 1 _ 
| E of #; N joa to mend 2 wrong. It * £ K = 
ig OWN ati ; out. thy Edificat ian, that cauſed him allow this Tree" - . 
tiſe (or rather Me 2405 e e Capacities ) to be imprinted:  — | 
Max, nor his oum Ggith I the Traffeck of a little Money but the Satis* -t 
faction of ſome, that puſh'd him to it; And how ever weak their Wit, o: 
his may be, I believe, they have Grace and good Manners. I know there * 
are Tautologies, and Subdivifions, where little or no Difference appears w - 
me: But this was in Condeſcention to the weaker Sort. Some things alſo, * f 
book harſh at foſt View; but you are entreated, to read all over, and com- 
pare one Place with another, that the Meaning may be the better expiſcate, © 
and Cenſure, if any Thing be wrong, the modeſter. The Typographical E- 
ſcapes, X, * will mend; they being occafioned, thro vvermuch Hur- 
J at i rel. x 3 | 75 : ES  M 
I berein he meddles with Church or State ; 1 can neither accuſe, nor en. 4 
cule him; 1 having always reckoned the Government of both, to be a Them 
above the Activity and Sphere of my Wit. Some Stateſ-men have the ſuper= - 
boundayt Excellency of Knowledge ( or rather Sophiſtical Policy) as tos  } 
tate, and impoſe comtradictory Oaths ; and yet not allow the Inference of 3 
Perjury. There are, Oh alas] Church-wits of a ſuperlatrve daring 555 4 
eſs, who would defy ade the Myſteries of our holy Relgion, ſo far as 10 SO  . 
bring them down 30 V as tho, that i „ 
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take a 
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ELLE on e Resto, ooraſioned) by day Ob- 


9 fſervakion, I am obliged dos think many of us 
6 are under great Miſtakes, ànent our ſtational 
and preſent Duty; wherefore to remove theſe 
as much las poſſible; I humbly: offer my poor 
SE 1 hewglits; v) upon this uleſal and neceflary Sub- 
F. ”T wh". i 4 > 44 E 
That ve may be directed right in this Dif- 

fieul there are Rue Things in my Opinion, 


—we ſhould be ſure of: Fir ' That the Thing ax fg ws bs Du yt 


many Things may be ſuggeſted, that are not 
Secondly, That it be our Duty, the Duty yu Satin; for many 
Things are Duty, that are not our Duty. > A 
| Thirdly, That it be our preſent Duty; for - Thing may be our Du- 
at one Time, and not at another; 


Fourthly, That ue be plainly and expreſly 1 to deits forby 2 : 
| not underſtanding the Command, or oy miſapplying it, we l 


ſometimes think our ſelves commanded, wh en we ate not. 
Fifthly, Thatit be Duty 220. commanded y GOD; for lowetimes 
the Devil, or our corrupt Heart, may put a Cheat upon s in — 


Matter. The Prophet Iſaiah, Chap: 64. Verſ g. tells us, GOD ment. 
| eth ſuch as work Rig breonſueſi, thoſe har | remember him in his cu 
| Way. Well then we muſt work Righteouſneſs: chearfully in GOD 
Way, elſe we cannot warrantably expect his N oe wart 
7 9 Here OY i en 2% IW 192 
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for Inſtance, Nen be 772 Joshua ite rene of -being a Leader 
; 


le thou ſtrong and very -evieragions : And the like may be ſaid concer- 
ning Moſes, Gideon, David, Paul, and others, in whom we have ſo 


Second When we. tk we. muſt be * to abide 


"Scotland's e Circumſtances, Ih 1355 
- Firſt, The Work muſt. be a Work of Righteouſneſs, we muſt look 


_ 05 Matter of our Reſolution and Endeavour, and be ſure, That the 


We undertake be Good, that it 2 Duty: Then may we 
7 with David, Hold up my Goings in thy Paths: For in an evil 
Action, to ask GOD's Aſfllance, wa provock him; it is an 


Indignity offered to his Holineſs : - So. doing we ſeek GOD's Aid, | 


to act againſt himſelf. 7 

„The Work of Rightconſrels maſt be*wtouphe with re- 
joicing. The Manner of oùr Performance muſt alſd be Tooked to, 
we mult be ſure to do it with Cheartulneſs > For GOD that hateth 
Preſumption in Men, thruſting themſelves into Things too weighty | 
and great for them to meddle in, doth love and require Alacrity, 
Chearfulneſs and Delight in thole, whom he calls to his Setvice z 


40 his People, he promiſerh to be with him; and often ' preſſes this, Only 


many Paterns of GOD'S Goodneſs; . not leaving his Sgrvants com- 
fortleſs or helpleſs. in that Way, Which he ſets 4 25 - walk in. 
Thirdly, T his Work of Righteouſneſs muſt 75 in GOD's 


Way L take the Expreſſion here made Ulle of by bog. be, to be 


Fpoken with Reference to me Order, in which we are to ares 
oon as & underſtand, that GOD cath us, 


then 1mmediatel -! Og 
Command, we muſt act in our Station ſeaſmably: For as GOD £0 | 


ſell is a GOD of Order z o be ordains all his Servants to ſerve _ 
him in due Order. See, re 13. 13. And this Order. we mult 5 


take ſpecial Notice of. . 
” Firſt, We muſt be ſure 8 to work at his Cau, and in Obed 


ence to his plain and expreſs Command: For if cut of Raſhnels 


and Folly, or Pride and vain Glory, we thruſt our ſelves into Actions 
and Difficulties withqut Warrant and Command, we may miſs our 
Aim, if we think. co be carried ee Win his ch er 5 


fiſting us; Nene '2 A ' 


2M within the reſtricted Bounds and Limits of our Station.: W 
Thirdly, We muſt be ſure to watch for, and catch Hold of the 


moſt {caſonable and ſuteable Opportunity to work in, that Poſſibility 


We ein get, e l artena Duty ſcaſona- 
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forth his Fruit in Aue he doch his Rational Duty; when jt 
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even ag ay be marred in the 


Secondiy, There is not ſo many, nor ſo gre 


EF — Scotldnds preſem Cromſtancer, © 
by any Perſon, at an) Time; ih ally Meaſure,” in any Manner: No, 
but we muſt wiſely know how to order our Ways and Actions, with 


' Diſcretion : For it is not enough to do good, except we be lure we 


do all according to Patern, in due Seaſon, and in due Order; for 

not by Rule. The wrong Circumſtances. of Duty may make it Sin, 
as when a Man neglects his Civil Calling, and is unſeaſonably im- 
ployed in Reading, Hearing, holy Conferrance, or the like, he can- 
not in that Caſe upon juſt Grounds, expect GO D's Aſſiſtance and 
Bleſſing : But on the contrary, if the,.Perſon perform theſe” Duties 
ſealonabliy and acceprably, be may expect it. 
| at Acts of Charity and 
Piety expected from, or to be pertormed by one Man as another, nor 
from the ſame Man at all Times in equal Proportion; for the Dif- 
ferences of Mens'Stations, Gitts, Abilities, Opportilaitits and Fa- 


vours of Providence, muſt be carefully . obſerved here; and every 


Man muſt act according to theſe. For more or leſs is certainly re- 


quired of every Man, or of the ſame Man according as his Circum- 


ances differ with Reſpect to theſe: For Inſtance, if à Man be 
rich, and conveniently accommodate in his Dwelling, it he have 
much ſpare Time and many advantagions Means, if by the Favour 
of Providence, he is allowed to Ky ot himſelf daily in ſome edity- 


ing, or ſpiritual Calling, more is certainly required ot him, than can 


e required- of one, that's thronged with hard Labour and diſtra- 
cting Cares about the World every Day, that hath conſtant Straits 


ning and Diſtubance, few Means of Help affoorded, and is obliged al- 


Ways to toil in ſome indiſpoling and confuſſed Imployment. 


* Thrrdly, In all the above mentioned, and other like Circumſtances, 
the Perſon, che Time,” Meaſute and Manner are elpecially to be no- 
riced in all thefe Actions, which_belohg to us, as Partakers of the 
heavenly Calling, 8 Thing, that is required of us, is to be 
done by us in a Suteableneſs to dur Station, Capacity and preſent 


Circumſtances. We wotild* do well alſo to notice the Order and 


"Places of every Bug that ee Duty be not performed to the Pre- 


is ; 
FLY =. 


5 


judice of oth 
of one more neceſſary, 


pecially a leſſer to the Prejudice of a greater, or 


_ © Thirdly, My third Anſwer is, Sondtimtes beyond or above ordinary” 
Courſe, a Man is called of GOD, to ſome/ ſpecial Work, or particular Aftt- 


an 


7 


Aud the Dry of yriunte Chriftzant: 9 


2 Bot herd ir will be we ade 20 Rod out in extraordinary 
* when we are called of GOD to ſuch Actions, however for 


Safery's Sake, from Seripture. Inſtances I ſhall offer tour, or rather 
eight Rules to judge by. 


Fir; When the Man hath a birticntar Woch * N or 


Promiſe of protection and Aſſiſtance ; ſo Abraham had à particular 
Word of Command, 20 leave his native Country, and ſlay: his Son in Sa- 
crifite: Peter alſo had a particular Command, to walk upon the Water: 
In like Manner Joſhuah; Gideon, Barack, and "ſeveral others, had a 
ſpecial Trocile - of Safety and Altance, and GOD: failed them 
not. 55 

Secondly, When together yith this, the Man bath a ſtrong Bent 
and Inclination of Heart to tlie Action, Work or Duty command- 
ed ; ſo Paul was bound in the Spirit to go up to Jeruſalem, tho? 
he knew Dangers waited for him thete : IF 


killing Wyo; ; and of Phinehas in killing Zimri and Cosbi. 


Thirdly, When GOD, together with both. theſe, qualifies the Man 5 


with a pirit for the Work, as when he called Saul to the King 


he gave him another Spirit: But more eſpecially when he Called | 


Moſes and the Elders of 1ſrae} to the Office of rulitig and judging his 


2 he gave chem a uit May and "quiliyng: them for N | 


ork; 
Foursbhy, When in Concurratice with all theſe, this" LORD gives 
the Man Peace of ' Conſcience, Calmneſs and Serenity of Mind in 

performin the Action, and alſo bears him up 
tions or Difficulties, either from within or from without; ſo Paul 


and lar had this Teſtimony of their being called of -GOD t their 


Work a Spirit of Glory reſted upon them, and their Sanne de 
mained undiſturbed amidſt all theit b Troubles e ane e ES 


But for Caution, here I would) add this ſtr 


nation ot Heart to pertorm extraordinary Actions, is not always 
Hand over Head fo chetiſhed and encouraged; tor Men this May 
may both ruin themſelves; and alſo: greatly: prejudge, if not quite 
mar the LORD's Work and 2 Therefore in my humble 
Opinion, before any Man can ſaſely or warrahrably Fringe to do 
a ſuch Action, there muſt be at Kalt other four „ 
junction with theſe tour already mentioned. 2 3 


a Fr, Tbere malt be an evident and abſolute decent indi 
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every. Inſtance, but in the 


74 * 1 


% 


moved by pure Zeal for the Glory of GOD, and His Peoples wel- 


of the Angel, that it! was:the Spirit: 15 
m to undertake the Action, and 5 


"Jo the Duty of Poste tee. 


ſure from the 
90 285 Lörd, which move hi 


are; he put all in Hazard, and broke down Baat's Alters. Thirdly,” 


He was aſſuxed of Succeſs, Thou' ſhalt ' (mite Midian as one Man, 


and deliver my. ae Sony, He had Sufficiency of Ability, Thou | 


more lengt in the Hiltory, as recorded in che ſirth and ſeventh 
Chap ters of | 


_ 2: Secopdhy,' 


BN 


mighty: F in this thy Might," 1 will | be. rr me. 
nut 1 ſent thee. 5 N. my had Fitnels of Opportunity granted to 
him by Day or. by ight, and what he could not do by Day, he 
did by Nig t; See theſe and other Particular Circumſtances at 


But it's likely lame will Object, evil Mon have: — 
Fluſh ot Spirit, Ability, Peace, and rr een 
this to them, have they this from GOD? 43 
- Anfwer'Firf?, GOD may imploy even wided Men 8 

in his Work, and may for nw Service of himſclt, and: his Church fill 
thi Sails with a full Gale of, great Gilts, and alſo carry them 
2 7 OY ne; has e ede e, the rg 
Monarch... 


W eee Men a are let upon Sram by the 30 


Stirrings and Movings of a Natural Conlgience within them, and 


they may alſo be mightily aſſiſled and carried through in it by 


their Natural Gifts and Abilities ;.. for there is a. Natural Strength. 


which may do much this Way, fame have a Natural n = Ms 


Cunfidence, 2 — do and ſuſfer much. ms, 
- Thiidly, Mens, Luſts,:nful Ends: and ſelfiſh Incercits, may agd 5 
Activity to their Spirits in good Actions. Jebu was zealous, but 
that Flame ol Teal was kindled by his Love to the Kingdom, = | 
Fore SEE much, but it. aby the Strength of heir felt Love and 
olitic | 
” Rurtbly, There is a Diabolical- Power derived from that Privce 7 
of the Air, who worketh. in the: Children of - Dyſabelhience, Whien 
makes natural Men act zealouſſy for him, even as the poweclul 
ence of the Holy Spirit, working in the Hearts of gracious Perſons; 
doth make them act ee for G; And as Bhargals Magici- 
ans wrought like dt Mefes, fy Satan transforms. | þ ones Lan. 
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. the Spirit ot Satan or our own Spirits while unrenewed, -doth work 
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\ flance given. ſomernnes 10 evil Men, and that which the Holy Spirit in a 
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Lee, 1 That Atitalie which is Hon Note, Saen or Lufts; 
is often found to be given in an evil Cauſe, as Paus Zeal be- 
fore he was converted was Madneſs againlt the Truth. 


an ill Deſign; bur thoſe who a 


2 F When evil Men do Kr Actions, it is ordinarly out ot 
* 


the Influence of the Holy Spirit, 


= do all only for g Ne and ure Ends. 


' Thirdly, Only the Spirit of Holinels works by Love to GOD, but 


from other -Motives and. for other Ends; ſome finfal,ſelt, Politick Mo- 
tive or End is always at the Bottom. 

Fourthly, When natural Conſcience, Satan, or e e hors: Min cat 
to Duty, or aſſiſts them in it, then they ate alter Duties, as the 
Door upon the Hinges,they have gone the round, but they are juſt 
Where they were, and what they were, its only the Spirit of Holi- 
neſs, which makes more Holy by the Aſſiſtancę i it affoordeth; this on! 
wins the Heart and betters the Man, ſo that the more GODi is wit 


him in the Duty, the more he loves GO and delights in his Ser- 


vige, this then is a ſure Evidence, that the Motion to Duty and Aſſi- 
Hance in it is from GOD, when it tends towards him; ſo David's 
Heart was filled with Love to GOD, when he appeared for him, 
- Blah 28. Ver. 7. I am helped, fays he, therefore my Heart greatly re: 
bicerb. | 

5 But its likely ſome will ſay, How ſhall a Man know: whih he is 
Rirred up to Duty by a natural Conſcience,” Satan or Luſts, and how- 
may this be deſtinguiſhed from the Motions of the Holy Spirit, in 
the Hearts of gracious Perſons ſtirring them up to Duty 7 K 
ſwer, I only glance this in five Negatives. 

"Firſt, We may ſuſpect motions ſtirring up to Duty to be from 
Sian oe Ls, when den ue renal nd aſe 313 % 


An-. 


* 
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1 "ai fs Do / var beende a ng. 
I Min were Ft to ſtay at Home to read his Bible, or ſome other 9 
= Book, in the very Tnſtant,” when he ſhould. be, and "-mighe'be | 
earing Sermon, or as when a Man is tempted to read in Time of hear - - 
ing or praying, whgn he ſhould be "attentive. to what* the: Minifler - 
ſpeaks:; in Brief, when he is put to neglect any greater Duty, any 
more neceſſary preſent Duty för a leſſer, nd fT one that may more 26 
leaſonably and reaſonably be preformed at another time. © 
Secondly, We may ſuſpect theſe Motions to Duty, as coming from 
Satan, or ſome other evil Airth, when the. motion to Duty leads us to 
perform It contrarv to the Rules of Mercy and Charity zas if a Man 
in the Hight of a Fever ſhould be moved to come to Church, and 
hear the Word preached, or as when a Man hath a motion to "ſuch 
extream and exceſſive Faſting, as doth weaken and waſte his Body, 
re his Health, and breed Deſeaſes begger, and impoveriſh him- 
eats nd his Family, or with reſpe& to Charity, hen the Man is mo- 
_ ved: to give away all his Subſtance for pious Uſes, and have No- 
rhing. behind to relie ve his own Neceſfiities, or the Neceſſities of bis 
Parents, or other near Relations, in Age, Infirmity and Want; as 
did ſome of the Phariſees, for which the Bleſſed JESUS (Mark 7. 
11, 12, 13.) ſmartly reproves them, or as the Papiſts commonly do, 
ſor the us of their a and other N N f 
1 
75 75750h "We tray 4oh | theſe Motions: to Duty, to Ae 79 
Satan or looks finful-'Airth, when the Duty is far above our Experi- 
ence and Accowpliſhment,when we have no Fitneſs: or Ability for it, 
when it is out of ouf Station to meddle with, being to high ſor us 
beyond our Capacity, we not being talled of GOD, nor put in Ot- To 
Hes furniſhing us Opportunity for the . or wy. 1 Ea6t 
Fourthly;We may ſuſpect theſe Motions to Duty as from Satan, 
from Lults, when the Chief and Principal thing we aim gar | 
Duty, is the Praiſe of Men, to get an Opportunity of ſnewing our 
Gifts 28 Parts, or ws ans Way- in meer Oſtentation | to * 2 5 
vain Glory. SER 3 (i 200. 
yy Ech, The: motion. abe t moy "ns en Sava ee at *, 
Natural Conſcience when we are inclined to truſt to the Duty and 
: Ws upon the Performance of it in a Meritorious: Manner, as 
| the Matter of our: e an before G0, and ſo f our 
* in . RR: and 3 
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25 Having ſhortly hinted theſe Things as Preliminary to my 
ſign, Tilt at this Point; .Praying the LORD to make us in our 
- Day, Station and Degree, like the Children of J{acher, which were 


Men that had Underflauding of the Times, t know what Iiracl 
ought +0 do, that we alſo may know what every one. ol us, for 

our Part in ſuch a Time "OE FER W Wok ee A 
Before I proceed to what I intend, I muſt yet beg leave toad- 
Way, and pre- 


venting ſtakes. Ee Wor EW. V8 Yo Rs EN; 
Fr, That here I am not to meddle with Relational Duties, 
as of Parents, Children, Husband, Wite, Maſters, Servants, Ce. 
Nor, Secondly, Do I here preſume to ſum up, or lay before you 
a compleat Model of theſe inward and ſpiritual Duties, wherein 


the Exerciſe of the Mind doth conſiſt, as Faith, Mortification, Re- 


pentance, Love, Fear, Dependance, Submiſſion, or the like: Nei- 


| ther Thirdly, Am I here to cnumerate, or | preſs particularly all 


theſe outward External Duties of Religion, wherein the, Formali- 


ty of Godlineſs doth conſiſt, as Reading, Hearing, Praying, Prail- 


ing, holy Conference, Oc, Nor Fourrhly, Are ye to expect, that I 


ny: this Time meddle with the righteous Acts of Piety, Juſtice, 


Love to 
like Duties be incumbent and binding upon all the People of GOD 


dercy, and Charity, which in Obedience to che Moral Law, and 
other 8 Precepts we are to perform, from a Principle of 
GOD, and our Neighbour : Nay, though theſe and ſuch 


at all Times, whatever be their Station, Rank or ee; So that 


in {ome Senſe all Moral Duties are the Stational 


* 


preſent Du- 
ties of all Chriſtians, both Publick and Private: Yet it is not theſe 


-- that I am now to take particularly under my Conſideration; for 


chis would be too tedious a Task, and would certainly carry me 
the Limits of my Line, many Duties being required and 
commanded, which my ſelt, more than others am ignorant of, 
and want to be inſttucted in. Therefore Fiſabh, All ye are to look 
for from mè can amount to no more than only a ſcant, lame, faint, 
mort ſummary or compendious Abridgement of that which I think 
is the Stational, preſent and abſolutely Neceſſary Duty of all Pri- 
vate Chriſt ians defirous to be faithful, eſpecially theſe of the meaner 


Nation, as Matters be ſtated among us this inſtant Neat 1 


Degree, with Regard had to the Circumſtances of this Church and 


133 
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-  fard ſeven Hundred and ſeventeen, And ye muſt allo allow theſs 


5 encouraging 


And the Beh of Private. CH 11 


- Circum{tances to be ſcanced upon; as my .ſcant Information and 
ſhallow Capacity will admit of; This only ye are to expect, and this 
according to the mealure of Light and Al , which COD al | 


r 
_ 2. —— 9. d * 
— 


be pleaſed to give me, I ſhall 2 and'endeavour to ſhew you.la «at 


the mean Time, that I may. be hel * ediſie and ſatisſie jb as be 
ſerious; I deſire to hope, and earne aꝝ the LORD may fend the 
Light of His Spirit, and Tauch — is Word forth to me in 4 
plentitul, powerful and ęſficatious manner; for theſe only I depend 
upon, as ſufficient to guide me right in this. difficult Undertak- 
ing. Now with Reſpe& to Humane Probability, that I may attain _ 
the End aimed at with ſuteable ſucceſs, and in Yo 555 thereto, rr 
| ſuc my Purpoſe with decent Method; I incline two Things. 
- - Poſh, To conſider our Duty with Reference to Mercies, Privis 
ledges, Advantages and Enjoyments, eſpecially Ordinances and In- 
ſtruments diſpenſing them. Then Secondly, with Reference 23 Sins, 
— —̃ ̃7‚˖—ß—ꝙ 
againſt us nſwerable to t * e als | 
F 1 yo "_ i * 
The firſt Part Repteſenting ſeveral brief Hints af our preſent 
| Duty, with Reference to ſuch comfortable, proſperous, helpful and : 
g: Diſpeoſations ot Providence, as we have been, and 
ſtill are daily tryſted with. And the Second, Some other brief hints 


of the ſame with Reference to Melancholy, Croſs, Adverſe and dix 


mal Di ions, which our evil Ways pl doings, have merited, 
and doth ſtill daily procure, In avg which I ſhall, guard as much 
as poſſible againſt Repetitions; But you muſt excuſe me, tho there 
3 for what is our Duty under one e 15 145 
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ably and impartially conſider the many add great Favours of Di- 
vine Providence, Which we have been dende with in Years 
- paſt, and which notwithſtanding of our many and great Provoca- 


Condeſcendency, Piry, Sympathy, Love and liberal Bounty of an 
infinitely ' mercitu? and gracious 60D towards us, appeareth: 
vifible, evident and unqueſtionable from his aſtoniſning adorable; 
ſurprizing, ſingular and indul t Manner of dealing with us: 
To evince this if need were, might reſume the olt occaſioned. 
Obſerve, Which every thinking Perſon, notieing his ordinary Way 
of appearing for us ( ſince James the VII was depoſed from his 


* 
* 


new what evil was determined againſt us; yea, and 
after fate, moſt People have been but partially, others not at all, 
odr ſcantly informed of the Hazard they had narrowly eſcaped Let 


were —— the worſt paſt and we out of Harms Way, ere. 


- 


* 


Kind doch happen; bot ſome eſpecially the, more conſiderate. 


A 
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bern your Attainment, con- 


And ball 1 think fuch hath” not t 
Red Concluſton, which the alone 


fſſdering the Remarkable and unex 
abſolute Sovereign and incon 
urs Government, and in few Months after, to 'Mar's: Tuſurrettion,the. 


N 1 Boy . hatching whereof abuſed the Glories of her Reign, while he as others, 


of the wicked Crew, that ſeemingly preferred him, by cozining Coun- 


al and defaming Influence, did ſargly make Hand againſt her: 


But they with him were puniſhed, for Endeavours of advancing”. 


| 1 That Intereſt are proven abortive, and Exti uiſhed in Contempt. 


' Moreover Divine Wiſdom making the laſt ſubſervient to the firſt, 
truly and plainly diſcovered the Fraud and Inſolence and unjuſt Prę- 
tentions of evil Deſigners in that Reign, by the Inhumanity, Trea- 
cberp, and Ingratitude of that unprovocked Rebellion. . 
Out 


| * ſervarion; when the Publick Veut of Peoples Laclinarions which 


made ferifible of his preventing odne n . 7 e vis n 


ages which we do enjoy; Eſpecially the'Sinfulneſs and Unſuteable- * 


This General would ſtand in clearer Light, if we could ſute- 


tions do fill continue to ſuit and ſupply our Neceſſities: For the 


Tyranny) have ſeen Cauſe to aſſert, viz. That uſually Enemies 
finite Wifdom readily ordereth, that ſearce an Occurrence of this 


able Diſpoſer put to Queen 


of | the Eater came forth Meat, 1. e. the Means of our Pre- | 


proved hurtful, ruinous and fatal id many on both Sides, over- 


ruled 


— 0 


* 


N | And'the Ry of Ph Pane + Grind, - 
-ruled: by this Supream Agent, agreeable to his uſual L 

uſeful, Pelpful and jake rn to the belt affected Lene bane 
to them was openly and impartially- declared, what 3 'Plo 
and deceitful Me ures (e ially from Time 2 "1s Wh 
Denmark died) were e at 2 — Jacobites in every" Moby Wenn 
the Encouragement of the impoſe s Countenance and 
Congivance, and 1ec 40 practiſed by them during the Remnant of 
her Days, if the Publi pores ihe of that Party may be belieyed: 

They in that Reign covered theit Hatred ot GOD; his People 
and Intereſt by Deceit, and he in that Rebellion ſuewed their 
Wickedneſs — 5 the whele Congregation, as is threatned Prov. 
26. and Verſe 26. thereby giving us With David, Baal 101. = 2 

1ſt. To fingof : Mercy and Judgment. 

Thus frequently the tender and oa Gone: Bowels of Git Mer- e 
£iful Preſcryer, moved him to give the wonderful Dellverance beſore 
vie had gotten the Certainty of real Danger believed, ' whiely truly 

- was our Caſe ( conſidering the State of Affaits) when lately his 
Providence Vacant the Throne, and ſome Months after, when 
(not absve 24 Hours diſtant) both in England and Scotland, hie de- 
— pak malicious Adverſaries; then O — then in our * 
1 „ amidſt our greateſt Fears, interpoſſiug for us in Hight of | 
— ares ang briskeſd Attempts he baffled their Expectations” 0+ 
verthrew their Devices, and carried their Counſels®: head Tong, ſo 
chat uncapable to perform their Enterprize, be obliged them 2 8 
mMameful Retreat, which ( anſwerable to Luk: 1. gu.) fürniſhed * 
em meg, Opportunity of ſinging with his Church the-r24 Pſalm 
in this Sort; this Twenty and Nine Years paſt; he oft aan 
Tatprifed a us wich Mercy, while then; and ſometime aftet; none could 
con ince or perſwade us ot our heing ſo nearly expoſed to Miſery. 
But verily there is-cauſe to think this Method, in which it hath plea- 
c the LORD to act and work for us, hath occaßoned his Mer- 
dies. and our Deliverances to be little thonght ot, and ſoon forp or by . | 
many.of us, whereas according to the Rules of ſandiified . 
970 rather have hightned their Value and perpetuate their Memory. 
en e were under Trouble, we were in ſome Senſe Capable ro. 
Aa oi great and/ how ſeaſonable a Mercy a Deliverance would be'; 
But now when we have got a little Reprive, we do not value the 
ercy ſo much by the hundred Part as then we did, like Pharaoch we 
ſee there is ſome reſpize granted, and our Hearts are thereby hardned. 
"Hence for the woe part our Jehaviour- toward GOD under _— 95 
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„. "' Scotland's prefenrOircomfluments 
| 8 meet with is to diſpiſe the Riches of bis Goodrels to 
Fight and undervalue the Privileges and A which he hath _ 
: owed us (and becanſe they are not in all things *agrecable to our 
"ns to deny them to be to us, what in themſelves they are, and 
on the lame 55 alſo to reſuſe him thanks for them, not conſidering 
the Goodueſs of GOD ſhould lead uc te Repentance, which if it do 
vot (as hitherto it bath not). we may aſſure our felves h Clouds will 
return after the Rain, and then either what hath been threatned, or 


perhaps {ome worſe Judgement {ball overtake us; For as yer his An- .. 
ger 1s not turned away: There, are 1 Ae Quiver, and 
his Hands ftreatched ont ill. | 
1 do not direct this Diſcourſe, 106 r any Fer of ln che graceleſsor 
prophane Generation, for I know they allow themſelves, and do 
In fighting, diſpiſing and abuſing every Thing that is Good, Holy | 
and Sacred, meerly becauſe it bears Relation, ro GOD And till 
' free Grace. take hold 8 8 look for no othet thing trom 
them, vheretoxe in all the after C 1 chooſe only to con- 
cern my ſelt with the Sincere Profeſſuts of 3 Religion, and 
of them, thoſe eſpecially that conſcienciouſſy attend Pow ip 
Meetings, from whom better things are rationally expected, and on 
whoſe Head (with Reference to the Circumſtance” y mentio- 
ned d preſume what follows vine ar their National, 
as ps peo ca Du m. 
Agrecable to which, for InmaridRice In he. vera}; 1 utes 
my elf, That every: ſober judicious and unbyaſſed Chriſtian do 
Y iranklxadmic,ro held (with all becoming Reſpect, ſuitable AﬀeRi- 
> Mn; cordial. Acquiclcence;: Thabkwulneſs.abd Care) defire, delight 
and endearour.op a Occaſions to admire.” — prize highly, 
 cominend duly, and improve diligenly al (both former and pre- 
ent) Deliverances, Favours of Providence, Mercies, Priviledges, 
Advantages and Attainments : For though it be our Duty to la- 
ment over and meurn tor evety thirig that is worng or wanting a- 
mong us (as — 2 mall hear) yet it is our Sin to deſpiſe 
cer. ro refuſe the Waters of Shiloh, erapſe they 
2228.5 or foriake the green Paſtures, becauſe they àre quiet and 
ſlerene. Nay — we mightily provock the bind Benefactor, 
| 7 our Settlement in ak —.— Banks of his Sanctuary 
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Shepherd, that according to 
Sheep, and feeds 2 the 
Nicety in Religion he never A 
Practice ſhould be our Patern, he did agg EN 

_ <aufed he his Voice to be. beard i the wy "Mak. 12. 16, 


19. Ver. # 
= then according - to this, granting AE 33 
and nag lch a8 bf di 1. not — — beat wy ſuch as _— 
as ime they might en (our many and great 
An ve ought not upon theſe flender Gromds 
toſlight, or under. value them: Fot if ws. tolerate! aud encourage 
Diſcontents oft this Kind to prevail, og will at one Blow deprive 
GOD of the Glory, and our gr of the Comtort, which gther- 
ways might be attained : And therefore, by native Conſequence it 
is evident and incumbent, That we ſhould put all due ReipeR and 
deſerved Eſteem upon the Ordinances and Inſtruments of GOD 
2 which ( bleſſed be bis n _ — che He- | 
Hriviledge to N. I am not — 
in — rdinances and Inſtruments are | much extreamly 
_ diſguſted — deſpiled at preſent by many, it's * — 
ſumable, that I be allowed the Benetic of your Ears and ue 
till ſome Particulars of Duty with Reference to both be 
2 1 advanced vill he approven ſuteable ior 
this prev vil. 
I begin fri? with Ordinanecs, and with Reſereuce to them, ys | 
mt three Things, Firſg, Though my Communing on this Head be 
ſeemingly ſuted and adapted to the Ordinance of Hearing, yet other 
Gaſpel Ordinances are equally comprehended, and aimed at in e- 
very Particular. Scondiy, Though the more full and poſitive Deſcrip- 
tion of Inſtruments be reſerved. to the next Head, yet their — 
and Relation to Ordinances, as inſtitute Diſpenſers and authorized 
Adminiſtrators, obligeth me to hint ſome 3 anent * be- 
forte I reach that Pot. Thirdly, Though ſome Iaſtances af our 
. Mm as Matter of Fact, tending to the e 
, by Way of Conceſſion, yet the unjuſt Reproaches of 
Ae the ill grounded Exceptions of byaſſed Di- 
| — 2 or 2 to meddle with, Uaity in GOMs 


Way, Love and Will — h 
ſign of his Teal, | And 


arr l e forch 'his 
Cite N dere thinks has 
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9 Crrecamſtances, - 


And not for Duty in the Ff Place, I hope ye'll grant, We 


| Houle evidence our Eſteem of Ordinances,” and Reſpect for them, b 


owning and accounting them to be ( as in Truth they are) GOD 
Ordinances; many ſoſid and weighty Reaſons miglit be advanced, 


which may „A _ us to look upon them, as his 
in a ſpecial and peculiar 


anner But in Name of others, take 
theſe following, 1. He is the Author of them, it's GOD that 
hath commanded, inſtitute and appointed them. 2dly. He is the 
Subſtance of them, they are in themſelves but dry and empty Ciſterns 
withouthim.'3dly. He is the Object of them GOD Father, Son and 


Holy Ghoſt, is the only true and proper Object of all divine Worſhip 


and Adoration. 4%. He gives the Bleſſing to them; the Vertue, Suc- * 


ceſs and Efficacy ot Ordinances; is intirely and allenarly from him. 
5thly. All the lawful and allowable Inſtruments made Uſe of in 
diſpenſing them, are properly his, they owe their All to him, re- 


coeive all from him, and hold all of him. For 1. The Sufficiency of 


* 


Inftruments is mtirely lodged in GOD, and derived from him, CHRIST is 
the Head of Influences, he grues them all neceſſary Qualifications for their 


Mork, their Diſpoſition; Preparation, Fitneſs and Furniture is intire- 
* 


ly owing to the Operation of his Spirit, and Influence of his Grace. 


24%. The ſole Right and Power of Imploying Inſtruments, doth properly and 


allenarly belong to GOD; he makes Choice of them, he gives a Call to them, 


5 be puts them upon their ſacred Studies, he ſets them to their Work, by his 


Providence he ſends them forth, in his Word he gives them a Commiſſion, and 
2 4 his Spirits he ſeals it: So that _ inveſted with his Authority, 


they may warrantably diſpenſe his Ord | 
imployed, 3dly. The Encouragement,” which bears them up, and the 
s *Aſſeſtance which carries them through in their Work, is intirel) from 
hum; none elſe; but himſelf, is capable to give, what of this is need- 
Null for them : If they be encouraged in their Work over and a- 
_ _ -gaiiſt Difficulties, this flows from the Implement of that ſolemn Pro- 
miſe, which fe hath pledged in their Favours, Lo, I am with you always 


rdinances. And while thus 


even to the" Endof the World giving them Ground to expect his 
Countenance and Affiſtance, in doing whatſoever he hath command- 


ed: If they are helped at any Time, to a viſe, prudent, faithful 


and right Management, this is intirely owing to the Conduct of his 
Spirit, and ſpecial Aſſiſtance of his Grace; if their Endeavours 


* 4 * 


prove effectual, if their Labours be at any Time followed with g 


ood 
Succeſs 
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ceſs, is is neither owing to their Diligence nor Skill; their Ho- 
=” ſty 8 8825 ; — intirely to his Bleſbng ; z as I ſaid Petre 1 ay 
- It is only the Help of his Grace, + and powerful Concurtence 
his Spirit working efficaciouſly in them, and with them, that makes | 
their Endeavours in warrantable Adminiſtrations ſuccelsful; ; and 
therefore, ſeing all depends on GOD; leing all is owning to him, We i 
may ſately conclude, Both Inſtruments and Ordinances ate proper {| 
kis. And when we look bn Ordinances, ſtanding thus nearly r 
ted to GOD, our Knowledge ſhould'inflaence our Practice, i. % Our 
firm Belief of theſe Things anent them, ſhould appear in our Beha- 
viour and Carriage towards them: If we reckon them GOD's Or- 
dinances, let us always, and in all Reſpecs, carry and behave our ſelves | 
| thwirgs them as ſuch. , And, thus, {4 _ 
. Secondly, We are to evidence our Efcem by Love to them; Delight „ 
in them, Deſite after them, and Thankſulneſs fot them, admirin ing ; ot | 
his wonderful Condeſcendancy, Patience and Mercy, chat in kind 
Providence continueth the Leaſe of this Enjoyment, and bath not (as 
juſtly he might) long ere now, ſhut Sanctuary- Doors againſt us, 
removed Teachers into Corners, or ſome other Way by his Hand 1 
on us, or the like, deprived\us of that happy Priviledge. - Bar ob 
21 itẽs rare now a Days t to find 8 David's Frame, pane 
ting for GOD's, Preſence in Ordihances, ie the "chaſed" and thirſty . 
7 after the Water Brooks; or like the dry and partched Ground for 
Journ of Rain, . How 8 is thy Dag Place ; and rejoi- 
cing in Heart, for.the {wee Opporranity of Joinug with Js 2 
wan to the Houſe of the LORD. Then, 1 
Thirdly, By our frequemt and conſtant Attcadiigapos: chem 7 
Bleſſed are they that ſow befide all Waters, that hear Ii om Words, that 
vo daily at ber * aud watch continually: at the ff of her Doors 3 
$0 gralping with an Appetit, at eyery Occaſion offeted; let us iir ſtretch /- 
the outmolt Care and iligence, as much as Circamlianoes of Lis 
ving in the, World; will allo .  endeavouring by all ery at catch 
Hold and improve. the pr ent Opportunity. And. 
_ Foyrthly, This Eſtimare of Ordinances muſt allo be ordeal by 
Pray! og over np ſincerely, and uſing other needtul Expedients, as 
's Sight, at his Command, ia Order to be ſuccably 4 2 7 . 


hl for them, TING. > we engage in them; The Prepatation prömiſed 
al. 10.1 le | — ITY 1. Tet our 
3 e ts Gt incumbent | 


incumbent Dar, 4 05 . 26. 1 fa we areto'e dearour a 
FF it in the Uſe of Means. But t bee * | 
_ Fijebly, We ſhould diſcover * and — Rape Ou 


BN nances by elpouſing their Intereſt, aſſiſting and defending them in 


| YER abiding in CHRIST, mentioned Job: 15. 


Words, Works, and otherwite, to the outmoſt of our Capacity, 


| Ability and G pol tunity , againſt all Reproach, Contempt uprion,, 
Injury and other ſuch 12 Evils, which they on jyable © to meet wich 
in this ſinſul and degenerate Age. Morcove 


Stb, In the Sb e Bad Our Eſtecm of Ordinances mould 
de eyidenced by cleaving aloſe to them at all Tiqes, under all 
Hazards; eſpecially lem oy of our Neighbours, upon ill ground- 

ed and un; arrantable Prejud are ſome in Part, and others in- 
din 2 them. The LORD Merey and Goodneſs to theſe 
Mas planted his People, as fo en th the Sides: of his 
Rivers, e hath planted: Fran ih his Houſe, and 2 them to 
flouriſh in his Courts, that he may be glorified, Iſai: 61. 3. And 
2 they receive the Nouriſhment and Sap, Hf: 14. 8. which ena- 
_ blerh them 70, ling forth their Fruit in cir Scaſon; and.preferyeth. - 
. their Leaf from withering, Pſa: 92. 8. Hence you read in Pfal 92. 
14. Thar Faru in the Seil, they grow under Diſficulties like 
the Palm, Tree, and remain fruitful in ed Age. For which Cauſe 
every Tree 5 thus planted ſhould take Care, and be ſure always 
to abide where he hath-placed us, till himſelf remove or diſcharge us 
ſome remarkable Emergance. And agreeable. to this, I take the 
4. to be meant of our abid- 
ing in ſe Knowled ge, Belief, Profeſſion and Practice of his precious. 
Truths; and conſequently of our Abiding in Communion with his. 
4 poimed Miniſity, which togetherwith his more private Members 
- (in whole Community we are to partake of Ordinances ) make up. 
is e nes the Church bee called Me, or CHRIST i in 


5 
to. inſere the notable Opi of Mr. William Bradhaw; | 

222 "this N ter, which Tfind'was — 7 — by him i in a Sermon 

Dongfard, on Mash: 5. ant Per. . I it ( faith be) the great Mer- 
| 7 25 GOD tomurd ut, that tue have no Cauſe- to 2 Mord in De- 
| (ref: cre re RS ape ona 
hut ſuch worthy Edificts as theſe, to in ; upd whete s Peg- * 
thinly eli dn fe Pen Ape and allowed 
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n Occafions, fuch as ſeſdum or 1 fall out with. 
male by him, or any of his ſpecial Diſciples gr Followers fron the Aſſemblies 
then eſtabliſhed.” Thele be rhe Words ofan' eminent, holy and leatned 
Divine. N Dr apt Hear tended gba tned aq L * 
WY > ; 5. 48 Innen en Si 24H -- 85 
Ind for my Fart am fully perſwaded, That breaking off from Or- 
dinances, and ſeparating from the preſent Miniſtry, or diſowning of 
them in our preſent Circumſtances, is neither warrantable nor tole- 
rable; yea, it's my fixed and ſettled Judgment, That all who do this, 
and encourage or influence others tõ do it, be guilty of an hainous ©. 
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all Sorts of Men, Provocations prodigious and innumberable be daje .. 
ly offered*to' the LORD by PerſGns N every Size an 0 In 
2 Word our Profanity, Perfidie, Treachery and wofual Apoltacy 
conſidered and charged in all the Circuniſtances and Dare | 
2 Siſter Churches, who, have not attained our, Priyil 
yy of e 1898 as uncapable of our A 
makes us the moſt guilty and degenerate of all that ever 
Profeſſion. Hence Io objets eee 8 
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20 Scotland preſent Circumſtances, » 
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CHRIST, and more ref ormedgt han any other, . yet now falling 

_  Steadfaſtneſs, we have declined our earneſt. contending for Truth, left. oun 


ful Deformities, are turned into a Synagogue of Satan, 


— — ———  —  —— 
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chere haye attained to Converſion, ſome to Confirmation, 


ede That though we were once juſtly eſteemed a trie chuch of 
| from our 


firſt Love, loſt our primative Excellencies; and being ſullied with ſuch hate= 


Soll. 1 difown this Concluſion, as unjuſtiy draun from the Fre- 
miſſes, and no Ways agreeable with Chriltian Charity. True indeed, 
theſe Things acknowledged do argue againſt us, That Satan hath. 
tos much Place, and Power amongſt us But as true, they are the 


Z daily Burden, Lamentation, 'Sorrow and heart Break of a faithful. 


Remnant in our Community; and therefore we ſhould not be rec 
koned all of a Piece, nor thus, attrandum unfairly rejected. The 


Church of Sardis, Rev: 3. had a heavy Charge laid againſt them, 
Perſt 1, 2. yet Verſe 4. they are in Part anſwered for, and the 


Charge remitted : So not in the leaſt to juſtifie or defend us in our 


Shame, which is truly. Cauſe of Humiliation, Affliction and Greif. 


1 would remind you, That Satan may ſome times dominier in à 
Church, he may dwell in it, and have a Scat in it, Rev: 2. v3, And 
yet that Church at the ſame Time be commended of CHRIST 


85 lor good Things in her, which prejudiced Beholders do not allow 


themſelves to notice. _ 1 T5 
I grant further, The juſt, holy and jealous GOD is angry at us, 


and as an Evidence thereof hath ſmitten us with various Plagues ; 


he hath in a great Meaſure deſerted our publick Aſſemblies, and in 
many. Inſtances hidden his Face from Miniſters and People; many 
great and terrible Threatnings are denunced againſt us; and this in 


particular, That he is about to depart from us. I grant alſo, That 
many Signs and Evidences of his Departure do in our Preſence viſi- 
bly appear. . FIG" 9 i 

But notwithſtanding of all that is either ſaid or done, bleſſed be 
the LORD, and Glory to his Name, he hath not as yet put this 


Threatning to full Execution againſt us, he. hath not as yet utrerly 
forſaken us, nor finally and totally rejected us: he hath not as yet 


altogether caſt off his former Kindneſs; nay, his Mercy {till endures, 


he abides ſtill by his own Ordinances in ſome gracious Meaſure,. 


he bleſſes his own Work and Worſhip, for the Soul's Good and E- 
dification of ſome real Chriſtians, though few, yet ſome here and 
others to 
taviſhing 


And the Duty of Private Chriftians. + 


fort, within thefe few Years, for as finfal'a Time as it hath been; 
and even at this very - Inſtant the Goſpel is attended with the like 


Succeſs upon the'Souts ot a ſmall Remnant among us, who can ſuffi- 


cently teſtifies the Truth of this Aſſertion, from their ſenſible ' and 
ſweet Experience: For ftill (as Micah 2. 7.) the LOR D' Word doth 


good to them that walk uprightly. And upon this Conſideration whats - 
ever others do, let us firmly reſolve through the Aſſiſtance of Grace, 


to countenance GOD's Ordinanees, and abide by them, as long 


as we have ſolid Grounds in Charity to believe, That he continueth 
arid abideth by them himſelf. Think with your ſelves Chriſtians, if we 
ſhould take the Start of GOD fo to ſpeak ) and prevent him by being 


che ; firſt Deſerter, if we ſhould break off from Ordinances before he 


do it: Would not this highly provock his greater Wrath, would 
not this ſpeedily help forward the Execution of theſe Threatnings, 
that hang over over Heads, would not this "mightily aggravate our 


Sin? Might not the LORD juſtly deſert us, for ſo doing, and te- 


ſtiſie his Difpleaſure quaint us, by leaving us to our own Conduct, and 
enying us any Aſſiſtance, or Bleſſing in our Way, 

who would not wait for his Counſel, nor abide by his Appeintments? 

Ilkf you be deſirous of greater Clearneſs in this. diviſive Point, read 


abſolutely henceforth 


and ponder the Three valuable Miſſfives, which the Reverend Mr. 
James Hog hath juſt now publiſhed. © Bur I return to ſhew, That, 


Seventhiy, We ſhould evidence our Eſteem of Ordinances and Reſpect 
ſor them, by approaching to them, and continuing under them, in a 
holy, reverent, pure, ſingle, ſpiritual and lively Frame, at leaſt in 


the Uſe of Means with our outmoſt Care and Diligence endeavouring 
after it, here firſt we muſt take Care and be ſure to overlook” both- 


Ordinances and Inſtruments, as uncapable and inſufficient of them«: - 


ſelves to retrive our Loſs, ſupply our Soul wants, Recdver' us, cure 


us, yeild. us Comfort, or make us Happy. But then, 2d. Witn 
the ſame Care and Diligence we mult be ſare to place our Conſi- 
dence, ground our Expectation, and fix the Eye of our Faith entire- 
ly and alenarly upon the rich Mercy and free Grace of GOD; For 


five and active Obedience of his beloved Son our Saviour) that by 


dis Spirit and Bleſſing makes Ordinances and Inſtruments uſeful, effi- 
catipasand ſucceſsful, as hath been ſaid, and in al oar Approaches 
[ee ak apa e 


* 


raviſhing Teſtimonies of GOD's Love, and high Degrees of com- 
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ro him, we muſt keep ſtedtaſt to this, as the Foundation of our Faiths ; 


Confidence and Hope. Therefore, 34h. To prevent Extreamit ies 


it's neceſſary you ſhould know and conſider,” That though we, 


are to overlook Ordinances, yet weare not to ſlight or undervalue 


them; The Sufficiency of Ordinances, as well as of Inſtruments, be 
lodged entirely in GO, and derived allenarly from him, it is uſual · 


ly by Ordinances, that Grace is  begotten;conveyed. ſtrengthned, e 


* Y 


C -creaſed;confirmed and advanced; CHRIST himſelf his Righteo neſs, p 


7 


and all the Benefits of his Purchaſe are made ours, only through 
the Efficacy of his Spirit, working in and by Ordinances ; Yea, all“ 
the Comfort which true Believers do enjoy, is ordinary given, 


maintained and encreaſed by the right and reverent Uſe of them. More - 
over, they are means ſpeciallꝶ appointed of GO for theſe particu-, 
lar Ends, and therefore they ſhould neither be ſlighted nor neglected, 
But, hy. Though I have ſaid, That we are highly to eſteem and reve- 


rence Ordinances, yet we muſt not over- value nor put them in 


GOD's Room, by lay ing Streſs on them beyond their Ability; Or- 


dinances are not CHRIS T's, they are not Grace, Salvation, Cc. 


therefore they mult not be idolized, nor put in the Room gt theſe 
things, which (as means of GQD's appointment ſerving their Ends) 


they do only inſtrumentally convey to us, we ſhould indeed take ſpe- 


Cial Care and uſe all poſſible Diligence to attend Ordinananxes and 
perform Duties, as thought our whole Happineſs did depend entire- 


Iy upon our mütter and Endeavours; But then we muſt be ſure 
with the ſame Care and Diligence to deny our Endeavours in point 


ol acceſs to GOD, Acceptance with him, or Succeſs from him, as 
really and entirely, as if we had done nothing at all, and indeed when 
we have done our beſt and outmoſt, we have done nothing; 4s GOD 
that- 'worketh in us, both to will and to do of his geod Pleaſure, he 
performs all ahi ugs for us, he works all our Mort in us. And if ſo then, 
its highly Reaſonable we ſhould render the Pcaiſe and Glory of all 
that is done in us, or by us, allenarly, to him who gives the Con- 
duct ot his Spirit and Aſſiſtance of his Grace, ſor to him it is due: 
Ia the mean time let us take ſpecial Care, and be ſure that we reſt 


not upon Duties or Ordinances, placa not our Confidence nor take 


up our Satisfaction in them 3 for ik we abuſe them to ſuch a ſinful 
ſe or proſtitute them to ſuch a baſe End as this, we, mightily pr o- ? 


woch dhe boly GOD: Jealouli aac 
1 OL | | ms 
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this were enough to e him abhore and loath both our perſons and 
Performances. 


Fh, What F * now ſaid with Reference to ain nee way 1 
alſo ase be ſaid with Referance to Inſtruments, I am ſhortly to teſl 
vou, we are 0 5 to eſteem them highly, to own them, &c. But RA 
Caution before Hand, pleaſe conſider, we muſt likewiſe take ſpecial 
Care and be ſure we do not over- value them they muſt not be allow- - 
edd to intereept our Views of GOD, nor fill his place in our Affecti- 
ons, he is to be heard ſpeaking by them, he is to be ſeen working 
with them, but they muſt be drawn a fide, and over- looked before 
he be decerned ; So then, tho“ we think them Eminent, nay, tho” 
we have a particular or perhaps 4 partial Reſpect for them 1 beyond O- 
thers, yet we mult not upon that Aceoumt either indulge or idolize 
them; But contrary to What the Holy Ghoſt faith, James 2. Ver. 1. 
I know many do hear GOD's Word with reſpeti of "Perſons, ſome are 
_ diverted from the ſingle Aim and ſpiritual Frame, which W ſhould. 
have by a dotting Love of the Speaker, or the thing as ſpoken by 
| wb a . or the Manner of Expreſſion which he uſeth, deligh- 
more then in GOD. and bearing greater Relpect to theſe, 
yl to him, or their own Profit; ſome alſo are ſo partial in their 
- Hearing, that even the very ſame Truth or Expreſſion or Scripture 
cited by one, is not ſo reſpected nor received, as when ſpoken by a- 
nother ;. there be others, who reſt upon commending ot the thing 
preached, or the Inſtrument that N it, as if that were all 
] . 4 is required; but my Brethren, theſe things dught not ſo to be: 
Inſtruments muſt not be laid Streſs upon, they can communicate no- 
thing to us, but what they receive from 50D, and therefore wa 
mould not be fo foolifh, as. to think when they whom we have a Fond 
conceit of do adminiſtrate, ve fall certainly find more Succeſs, and 
attain more Edification, Nay by Paul may plant and Apollos may water but it 
' 3s GOD only that gives the Hicreaſe, as ſalth our Catechiſm,zhe- Vertue Ef 
ficacie and Foie of Ordinances, is neither in them, nor in him, that doth: 
be them, it flows only and entirely from the Bleſſing. of GOD; and: 
the Var, de his Joris in = as diligently attend. upon ther, and: "If 
Faith receive them 
_ ©, Sixthh, Though we are to over- look Inſtruments, a8 well as Or⸗ 8 
| ances in the Senſe formerly hinted, that we may fix emirely upon 
| * ee and be fure, OE: we not 
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under value, diſpiſe or diſparage them; all Inſtruments conſidered in 
themſelves are weak and fucks 2 Cor. 3. 5. But ſome are 


. 


much more ſo than others; And I frequently obſerve; when theſe who 


are not able to bear ſo well out as need wete, do through the tenor 
ot their Lives, in Actions or miniſterial Adminiſtrations,diſcover their 
natural Frailties or humane Infirmities, many among us now a Days, 
upon the very ſingle Report hereof, be inclined to diſdain, diſpiſe 
and contemn them, as if in this Life we could expect pure, perfect and 
ſinleſs Men to be employed in diſpenſing Ordinances. But, Gal. 6. 1, 2. 


iveth me to think this Practice, ſo far contrary to the Law of Chriſt, 


IT bat even the Sight and Certainty of Sins and Faillings in Inſtru- 
ments, is not ſufficient Warrant for our behaving thus towards them. 
Some alſo there be, who pin their Opinion to other MensSleeys, even in 


Matters of the greateſt Conſequence, io that ye will readily find them 


ſtraitned and at a loſs, what to ſay or think of ſuch a thing, till once 


they have conſulted theſe whom they affect and . known their Minds 


. - anent it, and then as if their Conſcience were Subject to other Mens 
Notions, they allow themſelves to be always determined by a Forreign 


* 


Judgment of this ſort: Arè theſe who pin their Eſteem and | Applauſe 
of Inſtruments: to the By-ſleeve of other Folks Fancy and Humour, ſo 
that when they hear or ſee ſuch as they affect or deſire to gratifie,flight 
and under. value any of theſe Inſtruments, which GOD in his Provi- 
.dence hath imployed to diſpenſe his Ordinances ; preſently to incline 
Step byStep to follow the Example of theſe their admeered Freinds ? 

If thele ſpeak nauphtily and uncharitably ot them, ſo do they: It theſe 

Entertain a bad Opinion of them, ſo will they : If theſe cannot Love 

them neither will they: And ſometimes they will be lo Impudent 

Aas arrogantly to maintain, they have good enough Reaſon ſo to do, 

thoꝰ in Truth the ſtrongeſt Reaſon they can advance, is, Becauſe ſuch 
Perſons does it, whom they have a fond Conceit of, and reckons to 
be among the Few ſuch. But not to offend, I think an unconſtant O- 


pinion, ſo eaſily toſſed too and fro, proceeds from a childiſh, unſolid 
and unſtable Judgment. There is likewiſe not a few among us at this 


Day who have heaped together many ill. grounded Prejudices and 

+ Cavſeleſs Offences againſt ſome of thele worthy Inſtruments, which 

- GOD in his Infinite Wiſdom hath employed to diſpenſe Ordinances, 
. , meerly, or at leaſt moſtly, upon account of their not acting an 

walking in all things according to their Minds and Meaſures, che 

many who do ſo ( when put to it) can neither produce ſolid Reaſon, 

not Scripture Warrant in Defence of their Practice. From 


is Ang the Duty of privare'Chriſtiant. 25 
From theſe, and ſuch like Occurances the generality oſ our byaſſed 
and prejudiced Profeflors do un warrantably, and unc haritably con- 
clude, we can never receive any good of inances while diſpen- | 
ced by ſuch Inſtruments; And therefore it's our Duty to Wich- # 
draw from them into ſeparate: Judicatories,, and conſequently our 
Sin to countenance or encourage them: But by your leave, I- + 
. fteely offer my Opinion, if it ſhall happen, that you receive no Be- 
neſit, as it's very likely, ſeing you are byaſſed and prejudiced, 
truly you may look on your ſelves as entirely to blame; For be- 
ſides that chete is not a Church in the Chriſtian World; in which 
moe Inſtrments, more ſanctiſied, holy ſpiritual, zealous, faithful, 
Ge. are to be found; I can make it appear both from Scripture 
and ancient Experience, That GOD hath oftimes made uſe of weak 
and inſufficient, Delpiſed aud contemned, yea ſinful and corrupt 
Inſtruments to convey of himſelf and his Grace to his People in 
all Ages. But further to make Way for this, . 
In the Eight Place, We ſhould evidence our Eſteem of Ordi- | 
nances by acquieſcing cordily and fincerely in the Favour of Pro- - 
vidence which'confers them, that is to ſay, prizing the Privitedge 


8 
| 
j 
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of our Enjoyment highly, and embracing eve ity. with 
Gladneſs, we ſhould endeavour: on all repe Occafions to make 
fpiritual and ſuteable Improvement of them, how faulty ſoever 


(unknown to us) the Inſtruments be, which. GOD imploys to 
diſpenſe them. Naturaliſts tell us, Bees fucks Honey: our of the ſame * 
ohen. And grave 
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26 Scotland preſent Circumſtancets, 4 
but to him that eſteemeth any Thing to be unclean, % bim it is un- 
Object. If it be oljelted that aur Ordinances are eſſentially and uni- 
ver ſally poluted, impure, & c. being promiſcuouſly diſpenſed by corrupt and 
" wnſufficient, as well as gracious and qualified Adminiitrators, to Scanda- 
lous and ignorant, as well as orderly and kaowing Receivern. 
Solut: I anſwer firſt in general, and remind you; That the GOD 
of Order, who by Infinite Wiſdom ſet all Things in due Order, 
bath placed Ordinances anſwereable to their Nature, far below the 
Orb of Perfection (tho' pure in themſelves) and in pure Juſtice 
to teſtiſie his regal Diſpleaſure at Original Guilt, permited them 
lyable to Defects; and thus according to the Deſert of our fallen 
State, we have them actually tainted, intermixed, and chargeable 
with many unaccountable Impurities, both in relpecting of theſe, 
under them, and Inſtruments that diſpence them. 
Second iy, In particular I deſire you to know and conſider the 
Difference betwixt an eſſential and circumſtantial Pollution; The 
eſſential Pollution is when the Inſtitutions of CHRIST are corrup- 
ted by taking from them, or adding to them at Humane Pleaſure; 
The circumſtantial is more frequent with us, and that is when Mi- 
niſters or People go beyond CHRIST's Warrant in making uſe of 
any Ordinance, or when either of theſe reſpectively do apply an 
- Ordinance without ſufficient Right: By Right I undcritand that 
which before GOD warranteth an Adminiſtrator to diſpence, or 
a Partaker to receive. Now in this Caſe we have more Reaſon to 
be jealous” over our Telves, than of Inſtruments or fellow Compani- | 
ons that join with us; For their Circumſtantial Pollution doth 
not influence an Ordinance eflcntially. pure, ſc as to effect our Pre- 
judice in it, or by it: But if on our Part that which. is eſſenti- 
ally pure be polluted by our circumſtantial Defect, this draws us 
into Criminal Guilt; Wherefore exerciſing our ſelves always about 
the Clearneſs of our own Right, and the ſuteableneſs of our own 
* Frame: It's neceſſary we ſhould take Care, and be ſure we do 
not intertain Prejudices unjuſtly againſt Inſtruments, and Ordinan- 
ces of Divine Appointment ; for as the LORD oft times formerly, 
bath even ſo now at this Day, ſometimes he doth make uſe of un- 
ballowed Inſtruments to work Holineſs and Sanctification in the 
Hearts and Lives of his own People. 5 1 


Aud the Duty of private Chriſtians. - 2 
I remember worthy Mr. James Durham ( whoſe' Memory favour” 
| eth. ſweetly with ſome”) in his Expoſition of the ſecond Command 
ment, faith; I ben the Word ( by Indulgent "Teachers ) is unwarar 
tably applyed in Promiſes and Admonitions ; ſo that Pearls are cuſi be- i 
fore Swine ; yet ſuppoſing . ſome tender Soyls be preſent, they may meddle - ; 
3 


warrantavly with the abuſed Nord, and it may prove Mſeſul to them: 
. For confirming this Truth he offers ſeveral Reaſons; I ſhall only men- 
tion three of them as ſuteable to my Purpoſe. Firft, He ſays, Any other 
Man's Sin (ubet her Diſpenſer or fellow partaker ) cannot looſe me from 
my Obligation to a Duty. And Secondly, While the ' Ordinances remain 
pure and entire without any mixture of Mens corrupt ' Additions, the 
Neglect of them is a Sin. Thirdly; He ſays, the neglecting of Or di- 
nances becauſe admiuiſtrate by corrupt Miniſters, would contradift the - 
LORD's Way in appointing fuch to diſpenſe his Myſteries,” both in the 
Old and New Teſtament. (then he adds) the Praftice of the Lord's | 
People who received Ordinances from the Hands of ſuch, both before / 
CHRIST's Incarnation, and fince proveth it. Agreeable to which IL find 
it noted in the Abridgementof the Life ot Mr. Ignatus Jarden Eſquire, 
whoas the Relater aſſerteth was the Wonder and Phenix of his Age, 
and Place of abode, for Piety, frequent Communion with GOD, Hea- 
venlineſs, Spirituality, Charity and other Graces, viz. That My. Tho- 
mas Manton a Godly Minifter, his intimate and familiar Acquain 
tance, . wrote thus anent him: One Day ( ſays Mr. Manton) a — 
Man preached a Sermon in the Cathadral Church, the Subjet# was alout 
Heaven; but the Diſccurſe was for the moſt part frothy, and much be- 
neath the Dignity and worth of ſuch an Argument. Mr. jarden war 
preſent as well as my ſelf, after Sermon I went to his Houſe, being 10 
receive a Letter from him to Oxford, after many good Inftruftions, he 
.acked me if I had been at the Sermon that Morning? I told him I was. 
> And did you ſaid he hear theſe wonderful Things which GOD bbb 
provided for them that love him? So be picked out all theſe | Paſſages © 
- which were any ways ſubſervient to ſe and Pyofite." It was wonderful 
to me to ſee bow an 8 Heart could draw Comfort aut of any Thing 
the Sermon as Mr. Jarden repeated it to me, was an other Kind of Ser- 
mon, and ſeemed to be ſavoury and ſpiritual; I remember with what 
Marmueſi and Vigor be ſpobs ir even to th Da and I boße that 
I hall. never forget it. From this Noble Inſtance? you ſee clearly, 
if we were more ſpiritual; and leis Carnal in our Hearing, there 
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28 . Scotland's prefent Circunmſtaxcer, | 
would not be fo. many Complaints of Miniſters among us, nor ſo 
many Douhts about them anent their Grace, their Call, their Com- 
miſſion, & It's true, and Reaſon confirmeth, That honeſt Heart- 
ed and upright walking, Miniſters have always pe See. the {ure(t 
and moſt likely probable Evidence of being uſeful and.ſucceſsful, 
yea, and moſb uſually they are ſo, for beſides the Influence of their 
good Example (and this teacheth very far) they have Divine 
Afſfſtance, and a Bleſſing promiſed to accompauy their Endeavours 
which others have not; But as true and Experience declareth, the 
Word may work by a Man, and yet not work in him. A Miniſter 
may be an Inſtrument to convert others, and yet himſelf be caſt away, 
he may. preach to others, and yet not preach to himſclf ; he may 
din others, and yet loſs himſelf; he may beget Grace and ſpiri- 
tual Life in others, and yet have none in himſelf. Such Inſtruments 
in GOP's Hand ſaid Auſtine may be lile a Stone Conduite, or leaden 
Pipe that conveyeth Water into a Garden, yet receiveth no Benefite there- 
by it feif. Or like the Sigu-Poft*in the Highway, that pointeth others the 
Way, but never walli therein u ſelf. Our like an Harp that makes 
melody to others, yet hears nothing it⸗ felf ; - netther is moved with 
| the Mufick. ICs remarkable when our Saviour manifeſted the Glo- 
and Power of his Divine Nature by turning the Water into 
Wine - for the Benefite of the Marriage Guelts at Cana in Galilee, - 
he did not make any change or alteration upon the Veſſels, they 
remained ſtill Water-Pots of Stone as before, and ſo may it be 

with Reſpe& to theſe Inſtruments when he works by them. 
Odject. But ſome ſay, how is it poſſible that theſe Men who are. 
not endued with Grace can edifie or profite Souls, ſeing GOD hath nat 
promiſed to concur uit h, or bleſs their Endeavour? N 
Folut. I anſwer, e Kagwen unfaithfulneſs, and bar the Door 
againſt their ſucceſs by their unſuteable Converſation, or if. Jer. 2.3 
22. and 32. be applicable to them, there is no Ground for us (in 
an ordinary May ) to expect Soul- Advantage from them; never- 
theleſs our Lords Words Marth. 23. 2, and 3. do Caution, That 
e ſhould not caſt at, or decline our preſent Stational and incum- 
bent Duty, for the Sin, Fault, Failing or Deſect Miniſterial or Per- 
5 ſonal of him, that Providence implo eth to lay | it:before us, tho? 
"they ſay and do not, i. e. though their Actions contradict their 
Preachings; Let hen they bid you do that which (according 
A a 1 N to 
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ORG nnn 2 
to the true meaning of the Law, q is really your Duty: ſee that you 
obſerve and do NIN walk Jon. The | Multitude — | 

Diſciples of CHRIST. mentioned in the firſt Verſe, were at that 

Time as we are now in great Hazard of diſguſting and rejecting 

. their. poſitive Duty, becauſe Providence allowed Scribes and Pharis 

eis of an hurtful n it upon them. 
And no Marvel this ſeeming. Paradox be ſtumbling: Fot it's rare 
and ſeldom ſeen, that much good is done where due Conſent be- 
tween Tongue and Hand, Lip and Life is wanting; Good Coun- 

ſel is readily hateful or unſavoury, and by * ineffectual, 
when the Adviſer doth not follow it himſelt. wledge with» 
out Practice is nothing, Example is the moſt prevailing. Voice, 

and where that correſponds, not, Words make but .an empty infig- - 

nificant Sound: So then when Men vicious and unholy do hap- 
n to be uſeful or ſucceſsſul, we ought to look upon it as GOD's 
uuſual and extraordinary Way of evidencing his abſolute Sove- 
reignity, or demonſtrating. His rich and free Grace, not in them 
with Reſpect to them, but for the Glory of His great Name to 

His own People by them. Miniſters ot this Stamp which I re- 

ſolve yet more plainly, and particularly to point at are in my O- 

pinion near of Kin to Simeon Magus, who was more deſirous and 

careful to get the Gift of communicating the Holy Ghoſt to others, 
than he was to have the effectual and  effecgcious Operation of it 
upon his own Soul: And theretore, tor my Part, through Grace 

I ſhall never make Choice of any ſuch, where without Offence o- 
thers may be had; but more eſpecially after I have known them to 
be ſuch, as afterwards at greater length ſhall be ſuo wm. 
This leads me in the ſecond Place to treate more Faru; 

of Inſtruments; And that I may be diſtinct here, I incline to 


divide them into two ſeveral Heads with two Sub - diviſions. 
- Firſt; Some are Inſtruments. of GO Ds ſpecial Appointment ha- 
ving his expreſs Call and Commiſſion for their Warrant; Others © 
are only tollerate by him, and have no more to warrant them bat  - 
che Favour of Men, and common Frovidence allowing them n fler. 
miſſion. $35: n 09 tut nets) eh Ba s 122156, RT. 
_. . Secondly,| Some are really Gracious and Spiritual, others ate 
meerly. Natural and Carnal. cht 4 W PL ers Nun We 6+ 99h 5 $440" 1 5 Tay A 
Thirdy, Among the Gracions lame are. more, ſome leſs Eminent. | 


—— 


i Fourth, 
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- Fourthly,*\Atnohg the Carnal ſome ate more Regular, Civil and 
Moral; others more Diſorderiy, Scandalons and Prophaue. 
Fiſthhß, Among the Moral 'and* Regular, ſome are more ſound 
and ſincere according to their meiſure of Light and A ſſiſtance; 
Others are more Hypocritical, Deceitful, and dangerous, being in 
many Things pernicious and Erronedus t were altogether need- 
tels for me to trouble you with. ſpeaking to each "of theſe Sorts 
ſeparately and apart: Seing all Inſtruments are commonly con- 
ſidered to be one of two ; either Firſt, Such as have GOD's Com- 
miſſion being choſen, called, qualified and ſent forth by the Influence 
of his Spirit working in Concurtrence with his ſpecial Providence. 
Or, Scondly, Such as have only a ſimple Permiſſton from him, being 
qualified introduced and put upon this Office by the Favour of com- 
mon Providence, and Moyen of Men working together for them, in 
Concurrence with their Natural Parts, and acquired Gifts. In 
ſhort, either they are really Gracious or meerly Natural, Spiritual 
or Carnal, Sincere or Hypocritical, Sound or Etroneous, Faithful 
or Treacherous, Regular or Diſorderly, Civil or Prophane, Moral 
or Scandalous; and to ſpeak in Scripture Dialect, they are either 
true, or elſe falſe Prophets. But it's likely you will ask me, 
Queſt. Hou may theſe two Sorts be known' the one from the other ? 
Anſ. I Anſwer, It is not the Priviledge of private Chriftians 
to be capable of knowing Miniſters by theſe Diſtinctions, till once 
they evidence and diſcover themſelves outwardly by Walk or Talk, 
Words or Actions, and for the moſt Part they do uſually diſcover 
themſelves. The Apoſtle James ſpeaking of true Believers ſays, 
"they ſhew their Faithfulneſs by their Works ;- for by theſe they diſcouer 
their Faithfulneſs. And the bleſſed -JBSUS ſpeaking of falſe Pro- 
- Phets ſays, By their fruit: yeUmay know them, for by * theſe. they dife 
cover their faſſbood. Well Aueh how they may be known, 
every yood Tree bringeth* forth good fruit; but à corrupt Tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit: Nevertheleſs it ye be {till in a doubt about them, 
tor your help in this Difficulty, 1 ſhall propoſe ſome Cautions and 
Direcrions tending to clear your Way in diſcovering tbe. 
Direct Firſt, When we find our ſelves inclining to entertain ſuſpicious 
Jeal6vfies;and- bad *Opihions:of Miniſters,” ot to take up Exceptions, 
and Prejudices againſt them, e ſhould take Ipecial Care and make 
ſure the Fault be not in our it es; o Eor it's more * 
RESELLERS Th PT OE | 2 
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And the Daty 5f private Chriſtians. a3 of 
able we may be wrong and they' tis he,..notwithſtanding of our lay- q 
ing the blame on them: For inſtance when we itch after Novelties 
of Expreſſion, or elegant Phrafes of words, more than after the 
fincere Milk of the Word, and Growth thereby, when we deſire and de- 
light to hear new Things every Day, or Things relating to the Pu- 
blick treated of, rather than to hear CHRIST ayd him crucified plain- 
ly and faithfully preached, when Novelties are more intertained ® 
.and laid Weight on than known Duties, ot ſound and practical 
Truths; When we are more for knowing than for doing, more 
tor informing the Mind and filling the Head with Notions than for 
* the Heart and Life : It we are diſappointed in Miniſters 
as to theſe Things, and find not our Curioſity. ſatisfied by them, 
they being always or moſtly for preaching” p: a&ical Religion and 
Godlineſs, Heart Exerciſe, and” Subſtantial orgs Truths, the 
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Fault is certainly ours not theirs, we ate Carrial, and therefore do © 
not ſavour Things that are ſpiritual. 5 pad B 
Secondly, We ſhould take ipecial Care, and be ſure we be not 
needleſly ſtumbled,” or  cauſeleſly offended at any; Particularly at 
theſe Miniſters who have not fo much of our Affection and Eſtem 
as need were: And in order to this, tho* we heit them ſometimes 
make uſe of Expreſſions which we think unſuteable, and to us are 
unſayoury; or tho they be ſometimes guilty of excuſeable Eſcapes 
and Miſtakes, our Charity towards them, and Sympathy with them, 
ſhould oblige us to paſs theſe in them, conſidering through Infirmi- 
ty, and Inadvertancy they are as much Jyable to Impertinacies, 
Miſtakes and Eſcapes in their Words, Memories and Judgments as 
other Men, ſome of which in greater Faults, it's like we can more 
eaſily paſs : My meaning is when the Argument advanced by 
them is good and ſound ; but the Scripture adduced for the Proof 
of it is either nqt proper to the Purpoſe, or not rightly. taken up, 
providing there can be an other Scripture any where elſe found to 
prove the Point properly and ſufficiently, there is no Reaſon from 
this for our caftith at them, or refuſing” to receive the Truth de- 
livered by them. For inflance, if a Miniſter cite that Paſſage 2 
Kings 6. 33. Behold this evilis of the LORD, what ſhould I wait © 
for the LORD any longer. And apply it to the Prophet Elba, 
| to prove, That under the Violence of a Temptation Faith may be 
O weak, and Corruption ſo ſtrong” as to put even à Child of GOD 
| | b 2 into 
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32 © Scotland's. preſent Circumizances, - 
-ivro, a Fit of Impatience: Whereas it's evident from the Con- 
nection as well as from the Words themſelves, that this Scripture 
Sentence was the Athieſtical Expreſſon of. Fehoram King of 1ſrael ; 
and if ſo, then it's noways ſuteable, nor can it properly be allegd- 
ed to this Purpoſe (as I have heard ſome do) yet-in Regard the 
Argument is good and found, and may be fufficiently proven from 
the Carriage of the perriſh Prophet Jonah, and other ſuteable Scrip- 
tures elſe where, it ſhould not be refuſed nor rejected, but heartily 
received, and cheerfully complyed with. , FW S1ehe 
. Thrrdly, I muſt beg Leave to ſay, None of us (how well qua- 
lified ſoe ver) can be competent, or capable Judges of the Hone- 
ſty or Diſhoneſty, Soundneſs or Unſoundnels, of Miniſters, ſo long as 
we intertain Prejudices, or Exceptions of any Kitid againſt them ; 
for if we be not altogether free from theſe, before we approach to 
hear them, we will readily, judge amiſs anent them. 
 Fourthly, So far as I know, private Chriſtians are neither war- 
ranted, nor allowed in all the Word of GOD, to paſs any Kind of 
75 ment upon Miniſters Doctrines, {ave only the judgment of 
| — that-is, To receive and, comply with what they hear, 
when they think it to be in all Things agreeble ta the Scripture 
Rule, and their formerly received Principles, which long ago were 
lafely founded thereupon : And on the other Hand, when they 
|  warrantabiy judge what they hear, to be in any Trung contrary 
thereunto, in this Caſe they are to reject it, i e. to refuſe and let it 
alone, and cleave the cloſſer unto that which they know, to be ſafe 
and {ound Truth: We find Paul frequently æxhorting the LOR D's 
People to do this, . eſpecially when writing to the Galatians: We 
find John likewiſe xhorting the Elec Lady and her Children to do 
it; and the Holy Ghoſt commendeth the Bereans for doing of it. 
I heartily wiſh this Priviledge, which GOD hath allowed us were 
better underſtood, and more made Uſe of at this Day than it is; 
for I verily know many of us are in great Miſtakes about it, by Rea- 
{on of which it's now become an ordinary and uſual Thing for us, 
to omit and neglect what we ſhould do, and to allow our ſelves (if 
not allo encourage others) in the habitual Practice of that, which 
we ſhould not do, i e. not judging, nor trying out ſelves by the 
Truths, which we hear, to run wilde in paſſing, the Judgment of 
| Cenfute, upon the Words and Actions of Miniſters: A Thing which 
SES 8 it certainly 
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Aud tbe Daty of private Chriſtians. 33 
certainly: is altogether beyond the Limits of private Chriſtians, Pro- 
perty and Priviledge to meddle with: Doth not the Scripture ( 
Cor: 14. 3 2.) expreſly ſay, The Spirit of the Prophets it (only) ſub- 
Jett to the Prophets ? Yet contrary to this, ſcarce any Thing more 
common than an ignorant, preſumptuous and ſelf-willed Perſon pre- 
cencang'ts ſucks Liberty (gh) . tout bonRovy 
_ Fifthly, We ſee corrupt Men do uſually continue ſometime in great 
Applauſe and Reſpect, before they be diſcovered; and it muſt be 
ſo, becauſe we are allowed to judge no Man further, than by 
outward Appearance, it's GOD's alone proper Prerogative to judge 
the Heart, and being it is always ſafeſt for ns to err on Charity's 
Side; therefore while theſe Men remain within the Compaſs'of ur 
Charity, not yet diſcovered, we are obliged: to think of them, and 
carry. towards them as honeſt Men. The Pſalmiſt tells us the godly 
Man neither receiveth, nor endureth any Reproach againſt his Neigh-. 
bour ; and Paul's Diſcription of Chriſtian Charity, 1 Cor: 13. 4; 54 .. 
6, 7. doth ſufficiently warrant this, Charity ſuffereth long, and is kinds © 
is not eaſily provecked, thinketh no Evil, beareth all Things, believeth all 
Things, hopeth all Things, endureth all Things, & c. Now ſeing it is fog, - 
12 act duden gerd all Inſtruments, imployed in diſpen- 
ſing, or adminiſtring Ordinances, till they make 4 viſible Diſcove- 
ry of themiclves by ſome plain and undeniable - Evidence of Miſcars 
_ riage, that will bear the Weight of a Seperation: Fot even udn 


* 
*% - . 
% * 


himſelf, was never to be uncharitably thought of till he proved 
Traitor, till then CHRIST gave him Countenance and Imployment, 
and _ Diſciples no leſs impartially allowed him their Company and 
Sixthh, When we take up Prejudices againſt Miniſters, or enter-.. | + 
tain tare them, 3 r and be nut ch 
Thing, which we ground theſe Prejudices or Jealauſies upon be 
—_ the Information true, and the Probation: valid: Por ce A- 
poſtle chargeth us, 1 Tin: 5. 19. never to receive an Aertiſation ag¹ν,je 
an Elder, but before two or three Witneſſes : And. this is not eaſis 
 Seventhly, We ſhould likeways take Care, and make ſure theſe 
Grounds of our Prejudice or ſealouſie, be ſolid and firm, i. e. That 
they be really ſuch as will ſufficientiy bear the Weight, which We 
put upon them; and I am perſwaded, we will find this a more di- 
ficult Bades than the others F negatively erer Ting that di) . 
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"I Gt dts Crates 


1 Eu delivererh Expreſſions applicable to all Ordinances and Inſtru- 


plates us every Thing thar's offencive and ſtumbling to us, eve 
_ . that's contrary to our Minds aud Meaſures; . Thing that's: 
contrary to our Judgment and Principles, will not bear the Weight 
of a Separation: In my Opinion Nothing will bear it leſs than 
rye three rv together : El, A Scandal or Error committed, ſo 
material, ſubſtantial, eſſential and foundamental in it ſelf, that 
with a late Conſcience, according to the Standard: Rule of Scripture 
Purity and Holineſs it cannot be paſt. Secondly. When. the Thing 
is ſo certain, that it cannot de contradicted; and ſo well e 
- that it cannot be hid. Thirdly, When this is the laſt Remed 
Means being already uſed, that can lawfully and poſſibly be — and 
yet . toward the removing of it is impoſſible, in a Way of Edi 
fication ; and 1 preſume am ſufficiently warranted here 7 theſe ef | 
Worthies, both of them our Country Men, Mr. Jame Hog in his 
Caſuiftical .Efloy ubon the LORD's go, hath theſe Words, Vike 
 Withdrawing from Undinances is juſt, when Offences and Scandals are 
| Sriewous and zettour ; as a{ſo all Acceſs toward removing of them in a re- 
gular Way, is rendered impoſſible; in ſuch a Manner as the great End of 
Edification caunot le reached. This it ( ſays he) no ways 40 be under- 
hood concerning Matters, which remain under Debate among theſe, who 
cereih fear the LRD; and own the 'recerved Doftrine and Diſs of this 
— es ws as 3 2 255 
or Prudential C ations, tolerate Evils, which may 
' reputed DS. ani manifef? : It's beyond all oy NO; her 7 | le 
Scandals: were in the Church of 2 rey * r the 
' LORD boncureth with the anctiſied in SUS, 


9 


and called to be Saints : Lea, rap —— of | Aſia were 1 the 
LORD as 


and the LORD bimſe did walk among theſe golden 
Candicfticks ; nevertheleſs ſevbyal great and crying Enormities were ſuffered 
s frem the Epiſtles directed to them. All I 


earth is, That Perſons inſufficient, erroxious or ſcan- 
way ured through the Iniquities of 
the Temes, or 0 like. — 


| bam, in his Expolition 
formerly quoted, freaking as —— t 


Qrdinance of the -Sup- 


ments, that have 33 wit. In the Church of ays 
he) there were foveral Sorte af Offeniers, _—_ Ine ſluou — 


Fiete n 8 commanded 10 be ex- 
„ oe 


OD” FLO „K„ͤ«ͤ„ͤ, c —U ere rm, 


" Ardthe Dry 17 prroae en f. 


Sate, i 241y. *Sath ar by. corrupt — 
ſms; and' 7 7 the People" in 112 to eto, Wig 8 . 
bo ee rim — heſs for a Time he ſparerh, for the P. 12 
3dly. Some wrably and . into Fattions'; and theſe he 9 ang 
wonretheo reo per. Atkhly. Sonn guilty of Fault, about the” Ser dent,” the 
theft wrong Manner of going a abbut it; theſe he veproveth ami Inbonreth” 70 
amend; yet allowerh ren to go on, and celebrate the Sacrament ? Bar doth 
wor for the Time debar, elther * Fable Mam ſtors or People from it; ns Be 
. the other ; neither ic it likely, that the Comemunion was oniitted; or 
they debarred : For he doth mt reprove for not debarrin er he did for 
wronging the Inftitution.. The Reaſon is becauſe, That wiryanteth. 
Debarring an Cenfares. of all Sorts, is Edification, and when that 
came be gained to 4 People or Perſon, ſuch Ceuſures may bt omitted. 
No countenanced atid/ encouraged by Confirmation from theſe 
| wound Authors, I take Freedom (as formerly was promiſed) to of- 
fer ſome ＋ T anent the Miniſtry, that if poſſible I 


obviate, lay the gtievous Charge, 'which offended 2 
2 Men of pious Tnclination, do frequently, move: N 


+1] 


| Gbjeck E on Minifters ( 50. dualer en the Liberty, 
aid Furr er- gh Ty, the Conf they | 
the t Poſterity, the Comfort 
NY 8 have filemly ly parted with'the Power, whith 
SUS their Maſter (the alone King 4 Hs 4% bis Church) 757 Felt 
Fury oy pe i to, ig Oleg in e he 


and A Charge in hit Hon 
an Era uence, 2 1 * own to his publick Imerei, 


Ze ſubjec and acceſſory to unjuſt Hoger, ; That foie Fe no 


| 2 in ing others to compiy: That | the Ob 

do iurirelj 4 fs Hang of. 2. folemn” 858 © That wit 
timer proceed in S tures, crary te ſound Preshy terian Primer 
That dangerous Errbys be Sn ant intertained h them: That . 


thought Orrhaddx, 3% ga, 17 artial, &c. in opening aud 
2 77 of 725 F Diſcip ue 211 opal 4s 
an unſcriptural P bns.; hat t 
' reſtrittea wal pe 1 1 D e eſpecially theſe Ky 
| 7" odor te to "Perſtut Qualit), or others © mn Publick lick Poſts.” 

ng of thele Things Ez be queſtioned, as founded on 


Fe 


the 
with - 


hampered and 
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W 


ona 
and 


Seotlands preſent Circumſtances, — © 


"Miſtake ; But reckoning it not neceſſary at this Time, to enter up- 


ü Bern wave intirely all Diſpute on that Head, 
and ſuppoſing ſuch Grievances in Bulk to be juſt, I repreſent. 

Firit, That all Miniſters, even the beſt, are but Men, and Men 
ſubject te the like, Paſſions with our felves, naturally frail, weak, ſinful, 
ce. Hence no Marvel, nor needs it be ſtumbling, tho' they diſcover 
themſelves on all Occaſions to be ſuch; tho? Deficiency and Guil be e- 


vident in their Management and Behaviour, both Miniſterial and Per- 


ſonal, tho many Diſorders, many Things wrong and wanting among 
them, call loudly for Humiliation and Reformation. 

Secendly, That providing we do impartialy conſider, and be ſute- 
ably exerciſed under our private perſonal, and publick national 
Sins, which be vile, bateful and provocking to an infinitly pure, ho- 


| 5 and juſt GOD, we will ſee much Cauſe, to look upon the 


ilpenſationof his withholding from them that Light, Life, Wiſdom, 
Prudence, Zeal, Courage, Faithfulneſs, &c. which he beſtowed upon 
their Predeceſſors; as an Evil of our own Procurement; an Evidence 
of Dilſplealure-; a judicial Sttoak ; a For- runner of future Wrath, 


- + really, but juſtly inflicted upon us; for Puniſhment of what we 
(perhaps more than they) are chargeable with, and this may oblige 


us to oy the Blame, at leaſt more equal. 
ſelves, | But then, 1 n 3 | 
Thirdly, Conſidering, That no Society, Cammuttlity or Compan 


y, if not altogether, on our 


below the General eg of the firf? Born, can be altogether free 
e 


corrupt and prejudicing Members, you muſt not think all are alike : 
For there is certainly. a faithful Remnant among them: And thus, 


tho' ſome were le! be guilty of ſinful Silence, when the Incroach- 
ments (under which. we groan) were impoſed; yet others ſhewed. 
their Inclinations to Honeſty, by crying out againſt them, where they 
bad Acceſs, as the Maid forced in the Field, Deut: 22. 26. Fur- 


ther, tho ſome in that Juncture were permitted to ſpeak. ſinfully ; - 


2 in Effect Nothing elſe, but Agents for Iniquity; yet others 
occaſioned thereby, of which ſome in Appearance have been brought 
to their Graves, much ſooner than by the Courſe of Nature was ex- 
pected; and they of that Set, who ſurvive are not likely long to en- 
dure, if Matters and 


Zeal were Spirit-cruſhed, with an exceſſive Burden of Grief, 


Manners. mend not. Moreover, tho ſome 
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higher End, than meerly to ſecure their worldy Intereſt, and keep 


themſelves from Trouble; yet all that did comply were not prevail- 
ed upon, by ſuch low and baſe Motives : No leſs than the Deſign of 


doing Good, and' ſecuring a * Good, could ſatisſie the truly 
Pious: And of theſe I know Tome, 


Friends, Relations and others, in Regard ( as they {peak ) the Thing 


chiefly aimed at, was really and materially Good, - pretending Pru- 


dence, . were prevailed upon, and perſwaded to comply.  Notwith- 


ſtanding, © | i a es 

f Faurthy, Ever ſince glorious CHRIST ſpoke theſe Words, Marth 
28. 20. Lo I am with you always, It is ſure, there hath been, is and 
ſhall be a lawfully conſtitute Church, and inſtitute appointed Mini- 
ſtry, ſome where known in the Earth; tho* fome times narrowed 


to a very ſmall Remnant; and if this be not it, I would fainknow 


where it is to be had? For I have never heard of any, that comes 


ſo near the Pattern, Precept and Example of CHRIST, as this 


doth. Blefſed be the LORD, none can ſay, That Defections are 
impoſed by Force of Diſcipline'; nay notwithſtanding of many and 
great Faults, all the Offices of Chriſt (his Kingly Office not ex- 
cepted) are ayowed and maintained in the Church of Scor/and, more 
pure and intire than in any other Church you can inſtance under Hea- 
ven: They authorize, encourage and allow the Word of GOD to be 


and faithfull 
es to CHRIS 


lar Teſtimonies: ought to be given au” Detections, as it pleaſeth 
tbe LORD to give Accefs, and fo tar as the Honour of GOD and 
the Son ee he Church do require. * ee e ik 98 
_ Fifthly, Tho' ſome Doctrinal Errors be gradually creeping in among 
them, and tho? ſome particular Members very faulty this * 

rhaps be too eaſily paſt) yet no Error in Doctrine is avow 


Bae. or publickly defended by the Body of this Church: 
There is no National or Church done or enacted by them hi- 
therto, that carries them off from their pute Standards; nay to- the 


cCootrary, all Eſſentials have till the Authority they ever had, and 
which apy Church can give; witneſs the late 'Ailembly did in May 
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And the Duty of Privore Chriſtians. . 37 
complicd with theſe degenerating Courſes out of no better, and no 


not pondering Prov: 29. -25; 
through Simplity and Eaſineſs of Temper, by Influence of Brethen, - 


1 and every other Goſpel Ordinance, 
IRIS T's own Inſtitution and Appointment, in like 
Manner to be diſpenſed: They own and allow,- That due and regu- 


Way (may 
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 Scotlan#r wel Circenfhuiees,” 


| a 12 72 paſs an e Purity Dem, age 
| Check 16. ſpreading Error. 
_- 1 lomg they are guilt guilty of many baten Re Receſnons tom 
our Codenants, and - other eminent Pieces of attained Reformation ; 
yet in the foundamental Standards. & their Profeſſion, and in ſeveral 
national Acts and Deeds, they have owned, and dv ſtill acknow- 
ledge; the chief Points. of Ya ys ever glorious Wok, boxh in Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government. AE eyed by. us, 
with many Ruling Elders, do own, and have a ed the Confeſſion 
.of Paith, 2 as the Confeſ on of their Faith: Andt 88 ſtance of Pre- 
byterian Government is Ecclefiaſtically ratified 1 hes, Forni ef Pro- 
ceſe, Which in my judgement hath: carried them ĩ Step further than 
Was gttained in former and better Times. ain the, Contents 
of our Covenants are ſo fully ſumed uy in the Queſtions enacted by late 
Aſſemblies (and which are prop ny by their Authority to Miniſters 
at Ordination) that Nothing can be ſeen #anting in the Queries, ſave 
an explicite Mention of theſe Covenants. In Brief, whatever to their 


Prejudice may be alledged ( ſince none in an gt rlect State can be 


or Example 


faultleſs ) there is not ( as I read) a Precept a: 47 
imitable in all the Scripture, that can, hh violent Streach, war- 


rant, juſtiſie or defend us in an abſolute and t arating from 
- them ; ſo long as they are capable to inſtruct r ( as —1 been 
ſaid) in Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, OF the Stan- 


dard of Reformation; and we what is (aid ( ſuppoſing, theſe at 252 
ſent, whom the Holy Ghoſt hath ſet over us, thus qualified ) 1 do 
_ xily conclude, That all who allow themſelves, or influence b lee to 
dilparage, diſcourage and diſown them, are guilty of an hainous and 
rp Offence; therefore let ſuch as be guilty conſider how, 
and witlf what Confidence they will anſwer - before CHRIST, 
when be calls them to an Account tor renting his ſeamleſs Coat. 

+ Sonia _— 22 more n A might be Fong hor hop- 
5 cor acquieice, and I en mi- 

| ing 8 have ſolved the koowing, Th , not willing 
to exceed the Limits of my Station, or detain you — ly * 1 de- 
; enlargement, and return to lay b 3 1 you another 


227 15 the lat Place 8 0 „ That the Churck And 
i of CHRIST in theſe Lands, i is * ly and in 
wn | | " ready 


by | 


we may follow Peate- with all Men, and Harmony in "the Way of He 
linefs. It's a ape our prefent and e to act chari- 
tably towar proteffing People of ( - And therefore 
as l CHRIS T's Name, humane Natute Ind internal Image, C 
tho? they differ trom us in Sentiments or Principles, not fundamental; 
Yea” tho in Astins or Practice ( not bewraying a gration s State) 
ny do many Things which we can neither approve of, nor join 
with, we ſhould in Obedience to his Command ( Jon 15. 12. 
17 ). lore them, and as our Character obligeth, to think and ſpeak 
 charitably of them demean our ſelves, and behave always be: 
fore them, with Anſwerable Eſtimation and becoming Reſpect. | 
And thus for Weakneſs, Infimity, ccc. We muſt Rot rejet'or |} 
diſpiſe them; Nay we ſhould, as Romans 14th from the beginn 
ning, and \downward, receive them, ſympathiſe with them, and | 
according to Truth on every Occaſion, conſtru& and interpret the 
beſt concerning them; But in this miſtake me not; For whats 
ever juſt Regard be due to ſuch as traly fear the LORD: Sin is 
not to be covered, connived at, or conſented "unto, in any Caſe bß 
any Per ſon, nay the Etemal Obligation remains firm, That we ſhould non. 
* ſuffer Sin upon our Brother, Lev. 19. 17. That we ſhould not be partat= =» | 
tbe unfruitfub wor 55 „. S gt | 
ous State ww dn 3 his Sin; wu Rn Sac mutual GY | 
ing againſt that which is evil ought to be ea n. trating ; 
may much heavenly Wiſdom is neceſſary towards ſuch F greg, 
thereof, as ſhall be fdund ſuited to their juſt Ends; And in the 
mean Time give no Handle for Imitation by homolegating the 
- ſame, or a worſe in our own Practice. One Thing chicfly intend- 
ed here is, That we ſhould be content to reſt undetermined” anent 
the common Queſtion, which Party hath mo#? Blame in On 
prevailing Defeftion, Diviſion, or Offence ? Wheretore waving this 
entirely,\let us beware of, and forbear drawing raſh, harſh and po- 


3 ſitive Concluſions, to juſtiſie one and condemn another ? do art 


eſt anether-Man's Ser ba; to his m Mater be faut 
eth or falleth, judge not, that ye he“ not judged ? Our ernsten of | 
5; ent is properly within our on Boſom, and at pur own Heels; 
a.natively every one of us in particular for out own Part ſhould | 
r | | 8 43 | bh 2 | en 
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4 |  » Scotland's preſent Circumſtances, 
endeavour to be clear in this: That the Fault be not in us; but 


we ſhould not determine raſhly concerning other Men: Let ur wot _ 


therefore judge one another. any more, but judge this rather, That no 
Aan put a tumbling block, or an Occafion to fall in his Brother's 
Way; Why doeſt thou judge thy Brother? or uh doeft thou Jet at nought 
tby Brother? For we ſhall all appear before the Judgmem - Sat of 
' CHRIST, and there every one. of us ſhall give an Account F himſelf to 


60D. Then fſhall-we find enough ado to anſwer for our own 


Perſonal Guilt, and cenſuring of others will be hateful. Not for- 
reign from this Purpoſe is that noble Anfwer given in By the lear- 
ned, Prudent and Pious Mr. Richard Greenham to the Lord Trea- 
{arer- Ceci Biſhop of E. 18 Oo eee o 
n a Time the ſaid Biſhop ſent for Mr. Greenham to compear before 
him, for his Non-conformity ; when he came, the Biſhop told him, There was 
agreat Schiſm inthe Church, and then asked him, where the blame was to 
be laid, whether upon the Conformiſts or Non-conformiſts to this Queſtion, 
he reauily anſwered, That the Fault might ly on both fades, and on neither 
fide, for ( {aid he) if the Godly wiſe on either fide, would Love one ano- 
Her as they ought, and bear with one another, as becomes Chriſtians, if 
they would do all good Offices each for other, as Chriſt hath given them Ex- 
_ ample, thereby maintaining Love and Concord, then they might be brought te 
concenter in the Mam, andthe Fault, ſhould be on neither fide, but there be 
fore folfh peeviſhSpivits on both fides,and theſe be they that make theQuarrel, 
now which Party ſo ever makes the rent, the Schiſm lyes upon their Score. The 
Biſhop was ſo well pleaſed with this anſwer, that he diſmiſſed him in 
And further I might add agregable to this, That it was the 
Judgment and Opinion of that alſo Eminently Holy and Learned Doctor of 
Divinity Mr. Robert Harres, who in bis Lifetime much bewailed the 
_Readineſs of many to fide with Parties and make Divifions : He was a Man 
"(cas Mr. Samuel Clerk writeth Ythat never loved either te uſe or hear 
_#ſed dividing Names and Titles, upon which occaſion he often related this 
_ Anſwer of Mr. Greenham, and cloſiy apphed-it to the . times wheretn he 
. Lived, by Reaſon of the Diſlinition that was then uſed between Presbyteri« 
dus and Independants, ſaying, Men of humble and fincere Hearts, tho dif- 
- fering in Opinion, can and do. wall together; But Men who wholly look to 
their own Intereft᷑s, leu the Coals and male a Stir, as if the Opinions were 
Ir-xeconcilable, and as every one were disaffe ted to CHRIST's Cauſe, that 
Luer nor their Pace and Path. Theſe be the Sayings and Sentiments of | 
xr ; . ; 46. 4 : tw 0 
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a er 575 his,and make. Ap ication to the preſent Di 
; 19 90 Recs of Divifion, that is lately ——— " be 
 Jurants and Non-jurants, both Preachers and 1 Heare 
| fete tor or 1 the Oath of er totinter- 
Furpoſes, I ref Sil ſome Acre an that Head, to bt hin- 
in the ſecond part. of this Conkt nlerrence, nevertheleis exampli- 
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_ fied in the former Quotations, 
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know not if U may be:allowed:to- 


. among us (between 


its - Nuty Las. ee 


Extreams, which many on both Sides be Guile wall :-: 25d aiwincy 


And here granting (as in all: 
noiſed, ought not to be credited; 


unlute uble Cartiages on either Side, Which no real Follower of 


;parallel Caſes: )/rhat-ſome things 
yet eyil Effects, eil Practices and 


JESUS Gan jultifie,, even ſuch as, ſtain the Charafter and N contradict 


1 ol ee be obvious 


1 e is, that ſo gt taken notice of, both in 
publick and F doth influence P People to under- =value; diſgueſt, ; 
diſpiſe their fellow Minter on the conttary Side. And: 

tho! it, were true that ſome one the one Side, do excedd eee . 
of ai e Charity, in condemning. the Oath asa- wicked i 
all that have taken it as untaihlul, that ſome on the other Si 
Account the refuſing thereof to be Ig 
would not comply; Yea, tho ſome on both 
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Wb We to the meer fort, in mit), we mi} OO Top- 
pole theſe to have GOD's Commiffoh, who are \piritual, graci- 
Sas) hithful; ſound; ſincere, pay ular, civil, &c. tin they 
make the contrary appear, and give us afficient Ground of altet- 
ing our Thoughts and Loſſing our Charity ahent them. For while 
we have Ground: in Charity to think thetn ſuch, our Duty will be 
much the {ame'towards all of them, only differing in Circumſtan- 
ces, viz. As we are more or leſs concerned in them, as the: ate 
more or leſs known to us, and as they are more of -Jeſs eminent in 
themſelves. Now ſeeing we are obliged in Charity to account theſe 
Men Inſtruments beari . GOD's Commiſſion, | 

In the Firf Place, We ſhould'eviderice our Eftecia | of them, and 
Reſpe & for them by loving them dearly,  honouring 4 them. e | 
both 6M their Maſters Sale, and their Works Sake. 

- Secondly, By being thanktul to GOD for the Priviledge and 
portun of enjoying their Preſence, and let us not think light 5 : 
this For it's the Implement of a gracious Promiſe, Ja. 30 20, 
21. and an Advantage which many better deſervin ; and more de- | 

firous than we have never obtained, Mar. 13. 16, 17. 
1205 25 We ſhould evidence this Eſteem by our fre and FR 
ligent attending upon their Preaching of the Word Adminiſtra 
ung of 5 95 ORE to us. "Jo 

Furth. n avowing the Relation the ey land in 
to us; wc — them always in all Things as dur Lawfll 
Fnſtots, as — 2 of Peace, THeraulds of Haves ſent of 
GOD; and appointed” by him to declare his whole Counſel and 
Mind! to us; and-looking upon them as ſuch, we fliould” accept 
their Viſnes with Thankfulneſs and hearty. Welcome; encourage 
them: with: our Countenance, Company and Converſe, fuch as it is, 
aud om all Occaſions carry towards them "reſpectfully iti dür Words 
and Geſtures, even altho* upon ſomne private” or particular Ac- 
counts: we have ſeveral Exceptions againſt them. The Apoſtle tells 
us; He '/bowid 'rentler #0 every one iber Due, Honogr 10, uhu Fronolur. 
And when we ad co r to this we make out Profeffiory 1y yable 
tarReprodoh, a8 if ill Marinets were eſſential to Gülr Rent 9 

Hf Wes fhould-evitierice' our Elteef of thelg"'Cofi MT OY 
Iridirunients;-and Love! to“ them by: pruying Wequentlyzhq' fervant- 
ly 17 2 that Counſel and - ay be bEYivti/thett?; _ 

, - MUC 


_ Andthe Day " private Criſtian. 

- much: of. he LORD: 8 Spirit may be in Pome th Flat hey 5 
always in unſel, and müch of his M. a may he 
known to them, that the Suſficiency and Cane th of GOD TORS 
may be manifeſted in their Weakneſs, and * Aſſiſtance ma be 
given them; That by bleſſing their Endeavours he may give ly 

deſireable and acceptable Succeſs: to 3 e | n 
1 he If my give to. them. Fol we expect and ook for 


—— Fad. re chemo you! by Ft 2 1 ls before ) 152 are = ba | 


Temporal ls, ac- 
Ke Maher »encqurage 
1 N 'theſe four ne fo 9717. 'By 10 ewing a dilcreet Car- 
riage and pleaſant Countenance toward, them, as hath 7 ſaid. 

Secondly. By thinking well ot them, mantajning, charitable O 25 


ing loath to receive 5 a . entertain a Prej 187 or 


pp an Offence. again We ſhould mut our E gainſt all 
oaches, Sas ang an 8 eh 1201 £ 2 og 
never without.ſufficient Renz a ier & edite to any of | 


Thirdly, By ſpeaking and acting for „ ing them our Faves 
tance to [gt cw es d Seng then 2 Reptoach, wag 
tempt and. — eee er to their erin, Nan, or Oh 
Thus agreeable td Worthy Mr, /nceue on the. hgh Comm 
Wy aus. ap ne e agpnſt ne 


% 


3 


4 Ar TY. ne dard 2 USO * 1 "> 1 f 
1 Scotlancbr preſent Circumffangef r: 
wemies, falſe Brethren, rotten hearted Hypotrites, o en 4 aſd" and 
63 of 74 5 ein | jg + 2» wc 4 Tx : 
 * prejudiced Friends, who are often malle uſt ef by Satan to e rt upon 
them ; that therehy People receiving Preſudices againſi them "may be ei- 
ther kept from henring them, or from Yeceiving Benefite. by 'their De- 
rin, and ſo be either drawn to Ways of Error, or Baden in Ways of: + 
Profanneſs:  Fourthly.” By ſpeaking Tharitably- of them? and et k 
the moſt, favourable Conſtru&ions' upon their Words aud Actions, 
which poffibly we can, with Regard, had to the Peace” and Safe= 
ty of our own Conſcience : For it's dur Duty, and we are oblig- 
ed to interpret theſe always to the belt Adyantage | becauſe. of their 
Charader: Bat more eſpecially now, when there are ſo many a- 
mong us that both allow themſelves, and encourage others to dif- _ 
courage the Miniſters, which Providence hath giveh us, by carping 
at the Word preached.” and cenſuring it rather than themſelves, by 
freting at ſome Things they hear ſpoken, and making/a continual 
Trade of miſapply ing, miſrepreſenting or miſreporting theſe Truths, 
which. honeſt Men ; by miſinterpreting the Words and Acti- 
ons of Miniſters to a wrong and contrary Senſe, and by miſcon- 
ſtructing their Ends and Deſigns in preſſing Truths; by all Which 
AP Abd, 'Friends do their ontmoſt endeavour (I will not 
ſay delignedly”) to make the Goſpel ineſtectual and unſecceſsful: 
Therefore let us beware of this, let us take fpecial Care, and be 
ſure” for our Part, that we do not converſe at any Time to the 
Prejudice of Miniſters, or their Miniſtry ignorantly, unſeaſonably 
or: unedifyingly : 1gorantly, That is, We ſhould not converſe upon 
the Sins or. Faults of Miniſters, whether of t heir Practice, their 
'Do&tine or - Diſcipline, when we have no fure Information, nor 
Sf har: Knowledge of the Things which we charge them with, and 
when we are not capable nor competent Judges of our own Sins 
and. Faults, far leſs of the Sins and Faults of others, and much leſs 
Fer of 85 Sins abd Faults of Miniſters. UDuſcaſonablyr That is, 


* 


the Time or Company is unſuteable and inconvenient, as on Sab- 


will fy nble, take Offence, mock and AN upon if Mn that Ac- 1 
count. © Unedifyingly, That is Ihen we ſee there can be no edif- ö 
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5 max: 
hae certain Knowledge, and may alſo confer upon the Sins; an 


But When this is done imprudently, that is in a Railing, diſreſpe&s 
ful and uncharitable Manner, tending to raiſe Jealouſies, foment 
Differences, exaſperate Mens Spirits, occaſion Stumbling, provock 

Offence, looſe. the Affections of People from Inſtruments and Orr 
dinances of GOD's Appointment, Ce. I (ay when theſe Effe& 
ate deſigned or produced by it, then it's a ſinful. and abominable 
FPtactice, which no honeſt Chriſtian ſhould juſtifie, encourage. or 
allow either in themſelves or others. And here by the By 1 * 0- 1 
We have Reaſon to regrate, That in theſe our fooliſh and unſtable. 
Days, Diſcourſes of this Kind are much encouraged and kindly ene 
tertained by many, from whom better Things have rationally been 
looked for, tho? it's obvious, that inſtead of Edification this poyy 
ſonous guilded -Pill, tends only to the gratifying of Mens Humoors, 
Paſſions and Luſtsss. e eee 


I come new to offer ſome Things with Reference to the Km 85 
Sort of Inſtruments; and without Breach of Charity, we have Ren- 
ſon to conclude, All theſe. do adminiſtrate only and ſimply by Vet 
tue of GOD's Permiſfion, who, are carnal, meetly natural, -hypos 
critical, erronious, treacherous, diſorderly, prophane, ſcandalotts, 
Ce. But the great Deficulty is how. they that are ſuch may be known 
and as to this, becauſeI ſee I cannot point you more ſafely to 15 7 
covery of them, than by Signs and Marks, I ſhall propoſe What 1 
. nk is ſufficient, Ground of Suſpicion and Jealquſſe anent 
t em. Weber * * a 0 * 9 _ ; 6 
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PELICAN, Lot OE 1 Rh TH eee DG Bs . 
In the Firn Place, when we know aſſuredly, that ſuch a Man is 
introduced into the Miniſterial Office any ſinful Way, as by Favour 
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I that he 3 moved to [Wlire this Office from an N Principle, 
as 


Heart, ot the Myſtery of Iniquity, of the My 


- doth always deliver his Diſcourſe with cligant 


. ox 


= deceive ut 


| to. and deer the Barber of, more than 
an _ Conſcience bur allow 8 4 Is 12 W e ; 
; 21. os þ fs 34 * | 4s _.or 


| Zeoflanf 
of Men,untawfully 


e Jen Ene 
ſed and truſted to, or ko we know, - 


i 


any ſinful Motive, for any mercenary or ſervil ſecuring 
himſelf a "Livelihood; -or gaining eſpect and Credire among 


Py Men, we have Reaſon from this ro ſuſpe& im He ſeems to. be a- 
 wiong the Number of theſe, who run unſent and uſurp this 1 10 them: 
: Fhoer pie preſumptuouſiy 


Fecunalh, wk we 3 certainly inforuled/ and know i in, our - ſelve 
be r from hy, When and capable Judges, thar ſuch a Man tho a r 


er legally inſtaled) wants „ c neceflary d and 


vlſetul Accbmpliſhments for his Work, that he 1 is den che of his own 
e Goſpel, Cc. 
that he hath: all Bis Qualifications from Ne, ba ah more 's don 


Learning or Knowledge, but only what he hath been taught as it 


were) by Rate from en, that he hath received no Teaching from 


above, was'never 4 7 ht ot GOD, nor hath eyer known any hing 
of the Holy Spirit's 

jealous of Us Man, and ſuſpect him to he one ,of theſe inſufficient c aud 
blind Guides, which « our Saviour hh, as, lead: Poor. Fp, Souls into the 
Ditch. 


Thi 

ſead of: preaching. CHRIST to the poor. in Plainneſs an a PRE 

ty, as "he ſhould, inſtead of eyei ng. the Glory of GOD Fr 

Peoples Edification as he ought, doth. defire. deli; 9 2 Tod” 9 082 

ut ro preach his own Parts and Gitts, for 810 30 to himſelt, 
gots, in ſuch a 

high and loft y Stile of Expreſſion, that fi PE aboye Peoples Heads, 

can ſeldem or never enter into their Upderſta 

Conſciences; this is likewiſe Ground of Jealouki ie, we have Rea- 

o ſulpect this Man to be one of them, har come, gs with Ex- 


25 Speech,. mugs . oy f feſbh Wi Wen tran Jer ming them- 


| When we 5 beer and — for certain That a liniſter in- 


55, When we certainly know 4 Mighfter to be partial and un- 

A 2 his miniſterial Adminiftrations j n Doctrine, Diſcipline, 

proof, Cc. lpecting Perſoas of Qual Fun, ap cheſe he is obliged 
1 


5 


3 


ork within him, we have ſon aflo o be 


ndinx S, or light upon 


ther Scripture Rule, or 


vl eee . | 
cunne avs, If eiue, Peter be! the”; 


Fifthlys Ms os ally „Tae A" Miniſter 8 ere cha 
ful, and painful, in ſccking for tlie nes: and Bericfites, which belong 
to him in the Office, than he is in ſearching after che Caſes, CO” 

tions and Circumſtances of the Peoples Soul in the Place where 1 , 
forms his Office, or 4 le takes more Care and Pains: 572255 


himſelf and bis Famity, by the Trade of preaching, than 
to gloriſie GOD, ptonte his People by Truth preaching, i. e. IP 
ESUS ix the Wk of the Goſpel, but rather 


he ve not the Fry 
kimfelf by it; this is ſufficient Ground' of Jealouſie, we have Real 
from this to ſuſpe& him for one of theſe | baſe Hirelings, ubich bur Sits 
viour ſpeaks of, who' Love tofilthy Lucre why he , and Sight of Dan 
ger or A pprehenfion thereof drives in from their Work, and one of theſe Itzjz” 
Loiterers in the Maſter , Vidk-yard, which the Prophet Iſaiah ener of, who 
love to * - live ” Eaſe, = feed themſelves, aid Harde the Flock, 
ar exc reedy of Cain from their Quarter. 
* Sexthly, W We certainly — That a Miniſter affecteth 
to have Preheminency ovet his Brerhren, and ſecketh to exalt himſelf 
upon their Ruin audi the Ruin of CHRIS T's ited, as Corah and his 
Company, or ar 8, F whom John de ; this is 19 [ 
obSuſpicion, we may warrantably conclude from this, tliat fuck 
Man is @ ſchiſmatical Divider ＋ the Church, 4 @ turbulent Widner of = ; 
the Breaches thereof. © 
"Seventhly, When we hear a Miniſter advance his "own. 0 1 5 1 8 
the corrupt Opinions of others contrary to our ancient F e a 
and approven Principles,or when we hear ford deliver himfelf in 


J 


hard mad ambiguous Terms, admittin ing, of a double Senſe; and 15 . 
1 this is Ground ot Suſpiciſion. But mote eſper 


„il capable and competent rigs — him rang vert aud | 
er. parting falſe C ng evide alltuRioiis 
pen the aa Wo "DoRtines'0f SUS T. or on thi 

reone Mays of "GOD; then wr may | 
he is one, who" 70 Fer Ane raijed, 
— e plonfet an 6p will never 
the Hazard do * his own Soul, and tung pbor fitnple net, 


the 7 Fares oe IAN img f 
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That: he is got ſufficiently —_ in theſe Truths, which fall under 
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Fattering Application to Perſons and Times, without ripping up the 
Soar to the Bottom, and laying Things open in a true Light, when like 
Abat”s falſe Prophets; he contorms his Medage to the Humor and 
Inclination of thoſe. whom he affects, when not obſerving the Word, 
nor the Will of he LORD, he borrows GOD's Authority to his eon 
Words, and to the Sentiments of his own Heart, and delivers theſe 
in GOD's Name, Endeaveuring always in all Things to gratify 
and pleaſe ſuch as lte may eaſily know, the LORD is not pleaſed with, 
or when upon ſome ſcant Views of Civility, Morality, or the like; 


he ſmooths up the Wicked in an evil Courſe, and lays them by to . | 


in Beds of Security, cim, Peate, Peace, to thoſe to whom the LOR 
hatk never ſpoken Peace, This is likewiſe great Ground of Jealouſy ;. 
we have Reaſon from this, to ſuſpect ſuch a Man, for one of theſe 


to tale Notice of, and avoid : Fur by good Words and fain Speeches, he. be- 


guileth and deceiveth the Hearts of the Simple, while honesF- Purity, Faith 
fulnefs and Tiuth is baulked and keeped in. iris 2 


Elrventhly and laliy, When we are really ſure, That a Mivilter 


hath more Regard to his own Opinion, Applauſe and Credit, than to 
the Seriouſneſs, Faithfulneſs and onclty of the Godly, about him, 
when, -becauſe they differ from him in ſome Things (which it may 
be without Sin) they cannot get Freedom to approve of, or join 
with, meerly upon this Account, he not only thinks, but alſo ſpeaks, 
naughtily and uncharitably ot them; and like ways behaves: himself 
imperiouſly and bogey towards them, endeavouring what he can. 
to reproach, contemn, diſpiſe, {light and undervalue them, as unwor- 
thy of the Society or Name of Chriſtians; this is equally Ground of. ' 
Suſpicion : For here pratiticatly he doth Injury to GOD's Sovereignity,, 
he aſſumes GOD's Prerogative.' 1n that he will needs determine other Mens 
Judgments, and oblige their Conſcience to come into his Meaſures and On- 
nions; and by reſeuting ef this, ih reproaching and flighting of thoſe, who - 
will not yield to him, he takes away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous. 
from them, and makes the Heart ſad, which the Loyd hath not mad: ſad. 
We have Reaſon to reckon this Man, one of theſe perilous Men, 


which the Apoſtle adviſeth us to turn away from. For lays he, They - 
ſhall be Lovers of their own ſelves; proud falle Accuſers, fierce Diſpiſers of. 


thoſe that be geod; heady, high minded, having a Form of Godlineſs Sic. 
all theſe be evident Signs of eg Paſtors. But I paſs. forward 155 


—— 


vate Chriſtian. 149 


corrupt and dangerous Teachers, which Paul aduiſeth the Romans . 
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9 Scotlancbr Mii Cc renner; | 

this Head in the ſecond Place, to ſhew what our Duty rnd what o r- 

Behaviour ſtiould be toward corruptMen,after we have known them. 
And frft, Even while we have no more but certain Suſpicions or 

2 anent them, like theſe inſtantly mentioned: I think we may. 
allowed for our · Part, in particular, not to make Choiſe of them, 

and perſonally to decline hearing ot them, when others may be had; 


yet ſo as N and keeping our Mind in this Mattet to our ſelves. 


for a Time, leſt by opening our Minds too. ſoon, we ſhould impru- 
dently Ges w Offence to others, who may be, have not ſuch Grounds. 
or Reaſons of withdrawing, as we have. But I fee not how we 
can warrantably proceed any further, till our Way be further clear 
ei; for till we be ſufficiently. confirmed of theſe Things Which 


_ offend apd ſtumble us, we. muſt leave Room in.Chatiy to ſuppoſe- 


we may be in a Miſtake, 
Secondly, It's beyond: all Controverſy evident, That GOD in So 


vereignity, to manifeſt the Freeneſs and Riches of his Grace, doth.; 


ſometimes. make the Gifts of theſe Men, tend to the Edification of 
his Church and People, as he did the Gifts of Balaam, Judas, Denms, 
Neorrephus and others, while his People haue none other co hear, aud. 
while they are not diſcovered docht Worldi: Yer, 

ird, After they are diſcovered, their Gifts rend- only to te 
awn Condemmatien, and no more to the Church's Edification: S0. 
hen the Lord bath made a viſible Diſcovery of theſe Men, or when 
he hath left them to make a real Diſcovery. of themſelves, how ever 
this be done when evidently with a Witneſs, we know them to be 


och, we are chen to hold them for fuch, and behave towards them 


as luell p after this; we hive neither Excuſe nor Warrant ſor hearing 
of them, or receiving Qrdinances from them; then indeed, but 
nor till then, 1 think 5 15 our Sia, 10 hear; countenance, or incou- 


rage them. 

© Pourthlz, When we hos en! to: real Diſcoveries, ſure and in- 
controvertable Informations of the Her ſons, and of the particular E- 
vils that they are chargeable. with, providing theſe Euils be ſuffici- 
ent Evidences of their. Apoſtacy; and vently, warrantable 
Grounds of our Separation; then. inderd, I alſo think, it's our Duty 
to ſeparate from them; and we may ireely and ſaſely do it: But 


yet we muſt take ſpecial Carey to en in tlie nenten 


iſtian Manner. 


ang. ( S 
# & * © 


I remember the Spirit of the LORD by Paul adviſeth Timothy (2. 
Aim. 2. 25) To inf#ru8i with Merlieſi theſe who oppoſe themſelves. He 
: alſo exhorteth the Theſſalonians, ( 2. Theſ. 3. 14.) To put a Note of 
- Shame and lufamp upon ſuch as are diſobedient to the Truth, and to break 
«of Company keeping with them ; yet fo a5 unt to count them Enemies, but au- 
moniſo rhem as Brethren. And the ſame Spirit by Hoſea, in his 2. Chap. 
Verſ. 2. duiſeth the People of GOD: ro plead-with their Mother | 8&c. 
Nov, from theſe Scriptures and others compared; becauſe'I know 
-afſuredly, That ſome of us are chargeable with Miſtakes anent the 
;pleading there commanded, which Ion to be the prefent and neceſſa- 
ry Duty of private Chriſtians, as well as others more publick ( refer- 
ring to themſelves, how Miniſters and other publiek Men ought to 
plead) I ſhall offer the following native and uſual Remarks, anent 
this Pleading, as it bears Relation to us, or as we Chriſtians ot a 
mean Capacity and private Station ſeem to be particularly con- 
cerned in 239 is . 3 ee en 
And firft, Here is a Duty, plainly,poſitively and expreſly comman- 
-ded b 880. we are to Ae 5 faithfully, and 
earneſtly to ſtrive and contend; or as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, to in- 
Second, Lou ſee whom we have to deal with, we are to ph with our 
Mother, i. e. with the Apoſtate (or Apoſtatizing) Body of the Church 
vhercoſ we are Members, eſpecially with the corrupt-and degenerate 
Part thereof: For by the Apoltle's Expreſſion, we are to inftruti theſe 
uo oppoſe themſelves, and to admoniſb ſuch as be diſobedient to be Truth. 
Thirah, We have the Method and Manner of manad ging this dif- 
-ficult Work, bricfly hinted in the Expreſſions, Mother, Arran ibe: 
From which, conſidering thoſe, whom we have to deal with, 
as Childrenof the ſame Mother; Members of the ſame Body; a Part 
of out ſelves, however they be corrupt; mainly eyeing their Ediſi- 
cation, and intending their Souls Good ;. we mult- plead, iuſtrucs and 
admomſo, not roughly nor harſbly, but in a condeſecnding Manner, 
-Jovingly and kindly wirh Tenderneſs and Meekneſs, not darkly nor re- 
ſtrietedly, minting at Honelty with a Relet ve, but plainly-and oy 5 
10 as they may well know what we would be at; not in à 


Gy 


0 


on, nor at Fits and Starts, but conſtantly and patiently; ſor we maſt 
"take all poſſible Pains upon them: One Exbor tation, oe Teſtimony, 


— — 
* 
J — 


— _— — 


And "the Duty of private Chriſtians. wr | 


. 2 _ - Scotland's preſent Circumſtances,. 
. ſhould not ſatisfy us; 8 we muſt continue unwearied, with nucb 
for Suffering, till we ſee Nothing elſe will do, but Withdrawing and 
| Iving. 1 Ta „ 
| Saks, From the Connection and Coherance of Hoſeas Expreſſion, 
ve may notice the Neceſſity, Occaſion andSeaſop of this Duty. At that 
Time, Spiritual Whoredom and Idolatry, did mightily, prevail alſo in 
the Sequel of Paul's Diſcourſe to Timothy, it's obſervable he leavels 
his Advice againſt the perjlous. Times come, wherein Men of corrupt. Minds 
Gould ſeek to draw People from the Faith. Wheretere when we ſee Cor- 

. - ruptions in Doctrine, and Defections in Practiſe upon the riſing. 
Hand, and likely to grow univerſal, then Neceſſity requires, Occa- 
ſion offers, and it's ſca ſonable tor us in our Station (as the LORD 
gives Acceſs, Ability and Opportunity ) to ſhew.our Abhorrauce of 
- theſe Evils by a poſitive and abſolute teltitying againſt tem. 

' - 1: Fifthly, We {1 ould make this Remonſtrance and give in our Teſti- 

mony either more publickly or more privately, as Providence 
concurreth, it-it might be had there ſhould be a. publick Teſtimony 
- jointly given; but tho oftimes this cannot be reached, yet we 
. ſbauld always endeavour to have it, as publick as poſſible: Mark the 
Expr on, we are to plead with our Mother ; not againſt her to her fur- 
tber Fre judice, hurting and renting her more and more as many do. 
Well then before we proceed to do any Thing publickly,, we ſhould. 
take Care to have the honeſt of her Members joined with us, and by 
all poſſible lawful Means, we ſhould ſeek to have the joint Concur- 
rence of the more publick honeſt Members, which do remain: For 
it's ſuppoſeable there is a certain Number of Miniſters and 
cther· publick Men in the LORD's faithful Remnant; and it is not 
adviſeable, That private Chriltians by themſelves ſhould proceed in 
any publick Appearance, till they get at leaſt probable Views of 
Succeſs by the Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of ſome leading Men (ex- 
cept. it be in ſome ſuch extraordinary Caſes, circumſtanced as I hinted 
in my Introduction to this Diſcourſe, and theſe do but rarely fall out) 
grant it's neceſſary ſometimes, that private Chriſtians propoſe to 
theſe publick Mcn humbly in their Station, what they. would be at. 

For I know;Motions that . Way, and Propoſals of that Kind have 

deen bleſled of. GOD, and accompaned with, good Succeſs; yet ſo 
as not ordinarly. to proceed without them; becauſe an agreeblc Har- 


wony, a joint Concurrence and cloſe Correſpondence among llt honeſt. 
„ Members 
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Members is always to be deſired, and endeavoured in every Thing, 

relating to the Intereſt of CHRIST his Church and Truths, which 
by private Perſons may be brought to publick View; and ſome have 
e where this hath been wanting, there hath been little Suc- 7 
ceſs attained, if not alſo more, ill than good done. = 

- Sixthly, What we cannot do in away of publick Remonſtrance, or 
Oppoſition, we may do in away of ou Exhortation, and pers 
haps this will be as acceptable to GOD, and as edifying for the 
Church, as any Way we can take, at leaſt I am fure it's near the 
Rule the Apolile willeth us zo inſtruct and admoniſh ; we ſhould there» 
fore give in our Teſtimony, and plead by Way ot Exhortion: E- 
very taichful Society ſhould do ſomething in Ocder to this, and eves 
ry one of us apart in Particular, ſhould endeavour to perſuade and 
preſs our Neighbour, eſpecially theſe we have Occaſion to converſe 
with, and can have Influence upon, not to go along with ſuch corrupt 
Courſes, but ſeaſonably to come out of Babylon: For private Chri- 
ſtians, may warrantably in their Station, and according to their Ta- 
lent, diſcover and make known ta their ignorant Neighbours the 
Sinkulneſs ot theſe Courſes, and the Danger that is in them, and by 

theſe Means the Number of the Faithful may be increaſed, their 


Hearts encouraged, and their Hands ſtrengthn egg 
Seventhly, Our ordinary Walk ſhould be a living Teftimony againſt 
the Corruptions of the Time; for we muſt plead by: Practice as well 
as by Proteſſion, by Converſation as well as by Converſe, by Deeds as 
well as by Words, by Actions as well as by Aſfections. So then,tho*.for 
our Part, we could ſay, That in our private Judgment we do not 
eſteem ſuch Things to be right, nor do we believe them to be Truth, 
& ſecretly in our more retired Way of living, we do not at al practiſe 
them, yet this were not enough; for every one that doth not reply 
againſt theſe Evil- workers, is to be reckoned on their Side, as one o 
their Number, and he who teſtifies not againſt theſe evil Deeds, comes 
by his Silence to be Partaker of them, as in ſame Senſe equally, guil- 
ty. Now concerning theſe Evils, after we have gotten ture Intel- 
| ligence what they are, we ſhould plead and teſtify. againſt them pra- 
cically, i. e. By keeping continually an abſolute. and incire Diſtance - 
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from them, hating, abhorrin and avoiding them; like wie concer-- 
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or defend themſelves, in following'theſc corrupt Courſes of Defe&ion; 
we'ſbould plead with them, aad teſtify againſt them practically i. e. By 
keeping ( while their is Cauſe) a prudent and due Diſtance from 
them; For we are to note them, as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, 3. u. 
to keep up our ſclves from them in ſome evident and diſcernable 
Meaſure, to deny them the former and uſual Evidences of our 
Eove, Complacericy and Pelight, and truly it is Folly: in us, to 
teaſon and argue with them againſt their Evils, lo long as we keep 
up the wonted Fellowſhip with all the former Evidences of Love and 
Approbation. 1 8770 F 
- Eighth, We ſee from thir Scti what ſhould be the End and 
Deſign ot our Pleading with theſe corrupt and degenerate Members 
of our Mother Church. Fri, It ſhould be to take them from their 
corrupt Courſes, to reclaim and recover them, that if poffible they may 
be perſwaded and prevailed upon, to return to their former Upright- 
neſs & Integrity: And truly the faithful Endeavours of the LORD's 
People are not always in Vain as to this; ſee Jam. 5. 19, 20. you 
fee this is the End of pieading, which the Prophet propoſes, That ſbe may 
Fut away her Mhordems out of her Sight, and her Adulteries from between her 
Breaſis-- And the Apoſtle alſo propoſes the ſame End in other Words, 
That they may be aſhamed, if GOD peradventure will give them Repen- 
tance to the Acknowledging of the Truth, that they may recover themſelves 
out of the Snare of the Devil, &c. Secondly, Another End in our Plea- 
ding ſnould be to glorify GOD, and keep up the Remembrance of 
his Truths; if we can do no Good to others, yet we ſhall witneſs 
For the LORD, and keep up the Memorial of his Name, and Honour 
St his true and righteous Cauſe. Thirdly, we ſheuld plead for this 
End, to make all obſtinate Sinners inexcuſable in the Day of Judg- 
_ _ this our-taithful Teſtimony will do, tho* it ſhould do no 
© 1Ninthly, When we ſee all this Pains and Pleading doth no Good to 
corrupt Men, but that 'tney rather grow worſe,” as it's likely they 
may: For the Apoſtle ſays, Evil Men and Sellucerr all wax worſe 
-and worſe: Then looking on them as ſerderiy *Valkers, we ſhould 
withdraw from them, and holding them for Hereticks, we ſhould re- 


Jie them; woking upon them as-perilers, coverous, carna! and unholys 


ve ſhould tutn away tiom them, and holding them for Men of cor- 
0 ©, we 


a 
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we mould make a cleanly and intire Separation from them, yet ſo 
as to proceed in the above mentined Order, eee 
__Tenthly-and laſtly, When we have done all this, That our holy 
Religion, the ſacred. Truths of GOD and his peculiar People, in the 
eſent and after Ages, may be preſerved from getting Skeath by theſe 
en; we may ſalely pray againſt them, That the Lord may actually 
| do as he hath threatned by Ezekiel and Malachy, that is, 7 recoms 
pence therr ] Way upon their own Head: Appear againf? them 
Cauſe them tv ceaſe from feeding the Flock: Make them contemptible an 
baſe before all the People : Spread Confuſion and Shame as Dung upon their 
Faces, and take them away with it, that they may not be an the Aſſemb/ 
of his Pkopit, nor have their Names written am more in the Church- Rol⸗ 
I have dwelt much longer upon this Part x my Purpoſe than 


* 


at firſt was intended; But 1 hope the Tranſg eſſion will cafily be 
forgiven, ik the ſuteableneſs and uſefulneſs of the Enlargement be 


conſidered. | 1 
So now no further to, detain you,. I conclude. with a few Sen 
tences in Place of Reaſons. Why We ſhould ſeparate from cdr- 
rupt Men, and why. we ſhould behlave thus towards them. 
And here as T ſaid before, whatever GOP. may ſovereiguly do 
by ſome of thefe Men, while he ſuffers them to continue masked | 
icin the "Compaſs of his. Peoples. Charny; vet alter they-ace 
made manjfeft, we are to caſt of àud quite abandon them,” For, © 
Fg, GOD hath not iti all the Scripture ſo far as 11 Wide, bf- 
ven us ſo much as one Promiſe to fix our Faith upon in expecting 
2 Hleffng to - accompany their Labours ;: But many a Time its 
laid, 'They ſhall nor profite-you; they, ſhall hurt and deſtroy "you, aud no 
wonder, for in their Mature they are. ravening Wolves:..” 


d e e dee denen den g hates: Oomynul 
Ana- 


with rhem is exceeding. dangerous, it's highly, provocking av 
fenſive to GO, Aud 107 key | nrrful Pie dc ab enin 

ing to our ſelves, and our Neighbo urs. 

 Thirdy,” Corrupt Men and falſe Teachers have in all Ages been 

2. Curſe and ſad Plague in the Church ot GG D) 
Fourthly, We have been frequently, ſolemnly and ſeriouſly char- 

HY warned to beware of them. All the ſanctified Perlons 

that ever the Spirit of GOD inſpired with. a Capacity to mo 
uE 
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his Will have frequently and affectionatel peel 9 


— — 


the Duty and Intereſt of the OR D's People, to ſtan 
keep Diſtance from ſuch Men: Moſes I all the 8 
the end of the Old Teſtament, CHRIST and all the Apoſtles t ill 
the Canon of the Scripture was compleat did mightil inſiſt upon 
this; and you ſce a great Part of that ſacred Write filled up with 
their contending, and teſtifying againſt falſe Teachers, and with 
their pathetick Warnings, and 2 Cautions to GOD's Aael 
to be watchful againſt them. „ e 
Fifthly, Beſides that the Scriptures do.. ſeveral Times ſay, the laft 


Ages of the Church ball moſt commonly. abound with Teachers of this 


Kind: We have actually had many alarming plain and ture In- 
tormations ot our being in hazard and danger = them; And there- 
fore in a ſpecial Manner it ſeems to be our Intereſt and Concern- 
ment to take Care, and look after the Safety, not only of our own 
Souls in the preſent Age, but allo of Poſterity in the Ages to 
come. N . r NA Deen * 
Laſth, 11s uſual and natural for corrupt Men to be witty, ſubtile 
and deceitlul, and being ſo, they do ordinarly inſinuate themſelves 
ſecretly and inſenſibly upon us, with all the Policy and Cunning 
that Hell and the Devil can give them. Hence it is ofttimes 2 
very great Difficulty for us to win at timeous, real and certain 
Diſcoveries ot them; And therefore contiriually on our Guard we ſhould 
watch and pray againſt them : Upon this Conſideration I think it is 
that we are ſo frequently and affectionately exhorted 20 mark them, 
avoid them, and turn away from them; there be ſome that would per- 
wert the Goſpel i CHRIST (ays Paul. Many Deceivers are entered into 
the World Jays John. therefore look to your ſelves, follow not that which 
3s evil, but that which is god; He that doth geod, and abideth_ in the 


Doctrine of CHRIST, is of GOD; But whoſoever trauſgreſeth and 


alideth not in the Doctrine of CHRIST hath not ſeen GOD. It any 


Man preach another Goſpel unto you than that ye have received, let him 
be accurſed. If there come any unto jou, and brin g nt this Do rs 


receive him not, neither bid him God ſpeed, &c, _ 
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A now to conlder our Dur: with Reldrende to the Sins, 
Plagues, Puniſhments aud Threatnings, which at this Day 
teſtific againſt us; And my firſt Views: diſcover, that while 
- I handle it, I will have ccaſion to notice feveril ſad Cir- 
cumſtances in our preſent Caſe, which have not bitherto been men- 
tioned, or if mentioned, have not as yet been inſiſted on. 1 ſhall | 


dilcourſe tcwwo Generals eh this Head. wg ting ni o4 
The Firſt ſhall. be anent the LORD?s Anger, and bow he evi- 
dences it. $a 7 | a I, Fs v3 | Oh: fd 97! * ' 


The Send ſhall be-anent the Cauſes. of his Anger, and th fad 
Eflacts of it among us. 5 
As to the Firſt, Every ene what hath Eye to fe, or Ge ire 
may know afſaredly. That the LORD is. angry with uf at this Dan Fir * 

the Signs "of it are diſcernable - every where, he' hath a\"Controverfit 
againtt us, aud the Effelts of ne are upon all Men, in all Places where+ 
ever we caſt our Eye: This needs neither Confi 9 nor Demos 
Aration'; eſpecially fince he himſelf eurdenceth it, by ſmitting ut, de- 
ſerting us, aud threatning us, as afterwards ſball 4 inſtanceds £16) 
Now with Reipect to ny Shall the Lion roar, and the Beaits of 
the Field not tremble? Shall a le blown; and the Phople| nat 
be: afraid. While the Caſe Foul. between GOD: and 'us;:cery 
tainly it is the incumbent, ſtational and preſent Duty of i private 
Chriſtians, as well as others more Publick, to humble themſelves 
© betore him, and to mourn over the Caules of his Auger; We 
ſhould be .grieved in Heart for all the Provocations whetcby we 
have offended him; Every one of us ſhould: be: lile Dover in be | 
Valley mourning for his own.Juiquity, each Max apart, and each Hite q 
man apart. Qid:.and Young ſhould mourn for their perſoual, lkatis = I 
onal and relational Guilt; But together. with this it) is our Do e  / 
and in a ſpetial Manner at this Day, we are called to afflict our 
Souls, as for our Gyn Sins, ſo alſo for the Sms of others, not or- 
he hainous Evils committed in Times paſt, we ſhould in lotta» 


geting bur 
tion ot chat holy and commendable e 
od Danic), figh,mourn, 6 alk ad be þ 
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e LORD:when we attempt or mint at the Per- 
Yuty, wie: muſt earneſtly and importunately beg 


en 


ö may 4 ” 
evidende the Sincerity. of out Humiliation, and: the Unfeignedneſt 
ol. our Repentance, — | I Nag * — 2 wan _ 

pered-Confe Mon our. Sins and Faults. Secondly, 40 
uvnham "ESC Is KING ? e of Guik, each to our {elk 


ping our Soulf open without Couſttaint, 10 al the 


Con- 
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OConvictions and Challeng 46 his Word, Ir AP 
doth ay before us. And bernd) an Nomen, pure aud 5 
Retor mation both in Heart and Lis An chis is neceſfity, and 
un by Grace the LORD enable us to attain ſuch a Rind and 
— 2 of e he will never de pleaſed with us,. not AG 
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don © Sock! Thin vanent the toad An er premiled make Way for 
the Enquiry tion whereol u 
gathered from three comprehenſi ve Iaſtances. And 
_ Firſt, There ſeems to be much Dilpleaftire againſt us, in his con- 
tinuing and àugmentipg the lamentable Effects 75 9 ſeven vi- 
ſible, Ro and extetnal Plagues, whith as it is remarked fe 
judicially upon. us, within the ſhort but ng Pets "of Queen 
Ann's laſt * even Yeats, to wit the Union, t he Tolerati ol, t 15 
ſerving 'of t Ceremonies, e ges, the” im poſit ng. of Oat 
the Popih Peace, and laſtly the Diviſion, Which all e 
For r 1 know, Ther many very eaſie, and mut uch uno d 
ned 2 OT oY mightily 4 Sim. 1 i it, B er 
appr it hath by intoſerab axes, a 0 Decay 6! 
rided che Nation; But I. Owe nd "reply ta tach, 
ceptions of ſolid and gracious Perſons Which 1 by 85 
and therefore ſhall wert e of as hon their Mouth, | 9078 


ſtance of what they grieve and ſ tu! bie at in al all | the E VI e. 


Hence Fir „In ſome Senſe morſe, to thei r opted Loſſes and 
Diſtreſſes ſultzined by rhe Union. Th ey ah except as was re- 
monſtrate by our Church 282 it before our Parliament went in 
to it, viz, That it is eſſential contrary to Hund . v, che Prin- 
ciples, that under Pret ener of better Security, maki 9.4 
Britiſh-Partiament ( who. by References © int * 10 As 
Treaty reſerved a ſec feet Power in their own H. Ys alter and v. the 


— 


in Matters as they Heuld thin t) it bath mig be. injured. 5 & . 
Bangtred our ſacred Rights and Priviledg mph, in thre, our 
ſolemn Covenants are aide broken,” * n the RAY 


e the preſerving of "National Rights, Cuil as mel 
ks violated ; and in theſe 25 enz e 
* merh y n our fe e 
England and Ireland, a, that the 
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% . Scotland's frgęſent Cincumſtincet, 
| ants ane. by it Point blant denied, and an imprægnanible Let pur td the 
%%§«§ͤ—· Fralh, That hee and other Bread 
are hereby kept from being acknowledged. 
” Secondly, They except againſt the Toleration, as giving an un- 
| limited, boundleſs and abominable Latitude to Vice, Villany and 
Error, and to evince this they aſſert; That unde its Protection 
groſs Sins, 1b openly, aud apowedly. committed do frequently paſs unpuniſo- 
24d, that looſe Reins are given to all Prophanity and Debauchry, that 
| Men ſcandalous and inſufficient are preferred to pre ach, that they be al- 
lowed. to exerciſe. 7 Work, who for love of Money make. ſale of 
Kirk Priviledges, and adminiſter them to Out-lawed, ignorant and vici- 
out Perſ ns, uncapable of the Benefite, and warrgntably denied thereof by 
the faithful Office-bearers of CHRIST's CEL ab nts + 
Tdh, They. cx againſt, the Anti-ſcriptural, obſerving of Su- 
perſtitious Rites, ahd intermixing of Men's Inventions with GOD's 
| Worlkip, 2s an Evil, which they ſay. Occafioneth humane Fancies, cor- 


z 


ro Traditions, abjuied Cuſtoms and Ceremonies, to be more «fteens 


- 


, aud receryed. than the. pure Iuffitutiong, and holy Commandments of 
ESUS' CHRIST. jea, L. Ncholbtab } the Common Praver Book, 20 be 
projeried before \the Bible, and publickly carried inf?ead- thereof po. Places 


of Worſhip: 'Popiſh Feaflials, the Y WE V4cancie,1an other Relifls 
of Iablatry to be encturaged, pratliſed and avowed contrary to his Law, 
who contains within himſelf. the. proper Right. of preſcribing in his. own 
\ Hotiſe the Means, Way, Manner, Meaſure and all Relatives of Divine 
: Ser vice. SL LONG ˙ ee bp 7 1 5 61 N 4 3 (1. 1 | 
_ Feurthly, They except againlt Patronages, and uſually term it the 
Church corrupting. and Soul oppreſſing Act, for that as they ſay, 
Peoples Conſciences are impoſed upon by it at the Superior's Pleaſure being 
FF. Patron; - Albeit never, fo contrary in Principal, or wicked. in Pradlica. 
De proper Power and Right of private Ferſons, to chuſe and call their 
j OWN. Miniſter ( which GOD hath granted them, Acts 10. 5, 6. 1. 21; 
22, 23. and which this Church in. former and letter Times of. Presby= 
.. terian Cynſlitution did zealoufly. maintain) is violently wreſted out of 
 #leir Hands. And further, That tos much Complyance. with thus. Cor- 
#uption' is found in ſome Presbyteries, Synods, Sec. who. countenance. aud 
accept of Prefentations.  . _ ER tos nel 
. Fifthly, They except againſt the impoſſing of Oaths, as a Conſcience 


radving, and Religion profaning ſeverity; Aud beſides what of thel 
* * 0 a 8 Y i . | | + 
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'. be; or have been impof | 
who! are tempted: to waſte and debauch their Conſciences with the fre- 
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ed upon Gentlemen, Merchants, Tradeſmen, &c. 
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quent and needleſs repeating. thereof in Reference to Poſt aud Trade. 


They do eſpecially except againſt the impoſing of an A hjuratiun Oath 


* 


upon Miniſters of unſuſpected Fidelity, in Which Reſpect the ſay, 
It-was unneceſſary, and by Conſequence unſcriptural; yea, as lhe 2 at- 
ed and circumſtanced in Reference to-Scotiſh Minifters, being in many 


- 


Things dark and doubtful, abſolutely finful and uniuf?; but paſſing other” 


Things 2hey . aſſert, chiefly: four agrevating Circumſtauces on it ; Firſt, 


Contidering how it was tendered and taken, they ſay ; - That with- 


our reach, ſuch as have taken it have interpretativety. accepted of, com- 


ed with, and ſulmimed unte an Eraſtian Supremacy ; For it was not 
tendered to Miniſters as common Subjects; nor laid before them as a Du- 
iy which" they conſidered in that Capaaity _ows to their Supreme Ruler: 
Nay, lut \really confidered as-+ Miniſters, it was impoſſed upon them by. 
Queen and Parliament as a Token of their Subjettion, even in that 
ſacred Capacity to the foreſaid Authority, and: that as ſuch, their Conſci- 

ences were ſubjeſt as well as their Perſons. Secondly, Conſidering the 
Penalty, they ſay; That if it had been Duty, there was no need of ſuch 
Regal Iiforcement, oniy after it | was tendered the Refuſer might 
have been proceeded. agamft+ according to Juſtice, And ſome think more 
particularly, that tho there had-beew-no more in it fearing hut the Penal- 
ty annexed, it was ſufficient to determine any tender Conſcience againf# 
the taking of it; - Becauſe the -annexing- of ; a Threatning or Penalty to 
an Oath, is plainly. a forcing of the Conſcience, a Practice noways law- 
ful or allowable in the Matter of. an Oath For all Oaths-ought. to bs 

firſt in themſelves clean, aud then in Caſes. of Neceſſity freely taken: 
Thirdly, In the Boſom of that Qath they ay „Dey fee an homologa=. 
ting of the Union, and by Conſequence an evident Breach: of our ſolemn _ 
Covenants 3 For in them we are engaged to endeavour the Reforma- 
tion of England and Ireland, to the owtmoſt of our Power and Influence, 

as* well as of Scotland.« Whereas hy it we conſent heartily and wil 

lingly in expreſs Words, that the  Exigliſh' and Iriſh Churches may have. 
Freedom and Liberty without Reformation to remain fill in their preſent. 
corrupt Caſe, providing we in Scotland be nat diſturbed in our. Conſtitu- 
tion; which is alſs' corrupt and degenerate. Fourthly, They lay, They 
ſer great Offence giuan to the moſt ſerisus and fauthful. of the LORD; 
People in this Land, and a manifeſt Occafion of flumbling caſt in their. 
vFay by this abominable Compliance. But further, _._ Sixthly,, 
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| A #9 e e N. tched Poliriok ; — war yarder ad 
cuuſe Pa r and Malignant; are by' means thereof in a Level machftrengeh+ 
P17 pF rand te diſtreſt, oppreſs and perſecute CHRIST in hir Mem- 
_ bers, Leaſure and Opportunity git en them to confult the Ruin and accom- = 
p the Hurt of his true Church A * mn this Laney 
in France and through all Europe 
Seyenthly, as a ruinous and Lake Evil they e except Arft an 
Diviſion,” Debate. Content ion and Strief that is fallen 13 Hete amd 
Sorts of People in this natural Church ; for by it they ſer the Goſpel hindered 
of its free Courſe and defireable Yuccefs, Sin made v6 abound; Chriitian Love 
to e and wear cold GOD, demed of his G and Ds 4 Came 
to his Plegſure. 
. Now with Reference to theſe undenyable Pl; and Hoke dif- 
mal Effects I apprehend it is the ſtational, ſeaſonable and neceſſaty 
Duty of all private Chriſtians ( as laſtly was hinted) to humble 
themſelves before the LORD and freely acknowledge, That our 
evil Ways and Doings have procured theſe $unto us; and that 
our Offences and Provocations, together with the Sins and Faults 
of our Fathers, have juſtly deſerved and merited at GOD's Hand, 
much more and worſe than what he hath yet inflicted upon us. And 
agreeable to this, I tranſeribe the genuine Oblerves which theſe 
Mien inſtant] ly ſpoken of do, commonly aſſert, viz. That becaulc 
Minifters and Profeſſors in former times (yet unrepented of) demed 
aud violate our ſolemn Covenants by an Oath of Abjuration; 15 the 
LORD m Juſtice ( as an Evidence of\bis Diſpleaſure againf# 2 writing. 
our Sin on our Puniſhment ) hurl permintlſoms of the ſame Men, and o- 
thers their Succeſſors, 20 divide and rumethemſelues by an Oath of the ſame” 
. Name and Nature, That becayſe uben at the Revolution, ue had Power. 
and Opportunity put in our Hands to purge the Houſe of GOD and reform 
our Defel tine, we would not improve it, therefore the Giver ( offended at 
our Sloth and Slackneſs ) , Nr #s of both Mercies, and now ſuffer» 
ed us 10 become more corrupt aud degenerate by the curſed Effetts theſe 
Plagues among ns, That becaiſſe moe hive net hitherto unize heartily, nor 


jomed our ſebves cordiath, as was Duty, in renewing our ſolemn Covenants 
with GOD, and with one another in hint, ne ae permitted an U- 
nion and an 2 Oath to woke s us Os in Wn our n beth ne aud 
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make bi of private Chriftians. 63 
© Secondly, We ſhould earneſtly, fervently and importunately by cloſe 
Dependance upon the Merits and ni Ap ng, 3 edi · 
ation of our heavenly Advocate, plead with GOD and cry to him, 
that he, who in Juſlice und Righteouſneſs hath wounded us, may in Mercy. 
and Pity bind us up, that he who hath ſmitten ut, muy remove his Streak 
' by the Blow whereof ue db pine ; and may alſo heal us, that we may live and 
be whole in his Sight. Likewiſe in Order to this, we are to pray for 
Rulers that GOD may put it in their Hearts to remove theſe Fvils 
and encourage Godlineſs, by promoting a' ſiticere and thorow Re- 
formation, as aſter ward ſhall be hinted. © ene 
_ Thirdy, We ſhould diligently uſe and carefully improve all healing 
wrap Remedies, ſome of which may atterwards be mentio- 
WO ts MR. e er „„ 
Furthiy, We ſhould take care that we do not widen the Breach, 
and make the Wound more e by rene wing our Provocati- 
ons againſt him, and by envying, hating, biting and devouring one 
another. But of this alfo aſter ware. 
Ffbh. We ſhould always leave an open Door for ſuffering chri- 
ſtianly, quietly and T whete we cannot comply with What 
we think or fear is ful, and this ſays rie Union, and other Exils, 
following thereupon, ought not to have been ( as they were ) really 
and interpratively approven by an Oath, for that may juſtiy be 8- 
puted inconſiſtent with ſuch Chriſtian Saffering there fore: 
Sixthiy. With Referance to the Union, whatever we ſütker by it, 
we ſhould always own and avow the ins er of our {olemn Co» 
venants, for that is the prior, the more ſacred the ſcriptaral, and 
by conſequence the far more preferable Obligation, and here I make 
bold to declare my mgennous'Sentiments. Namely, that ſo long as. 
this Land remains to be a Nation inhabited by Score Men, thele Co- 
venants will always remain binding upon the native Inhabitants thece- 
of, hence that GOD doth require the Contents of them to be perx- 
formed and fulfilled by us, and will no leſs require it ot our Poſterity, 
mall Ages to come, Further, that theſe who have denyed or de- 
Cline. to own the Obligation ot them, eſpecially ſuch as have becken 
and diſgraced them, may lay their Account to meet with Evidences . 
of Diſpleaſure for the ſame, they and perhaps their Sced after them, 
may be laid under an Obligation to bear Fadgements due to 
nant Breakers, which they ſhall not get fhitted nor denyed. Mere 
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£©&4  _.. ScotlanPs preſent Circumſigneer, 
© over Ladd, That Scotland is not likely to thrive. in Civil- or prolper j 
in ſacted Concerns, as in times paſt. formerly it hath, till rhe 
* horrid Breaches and Ignominious Abuſes of theſe honourable Cove- 
' nants, be publickly and particularly acknowledged and mourned 
for by all Ranks, till they be yet again ſolemnly renewed, till we be 
made to own them as our greateſt Dignity and Glory, this they 
have been and this they ſhall yet be, notwithſtanding of all the Af- 
front, Diſgrace and Contempt that we have rubbed on them 
_ © © , Seventhly, With Reference to the Oath of Abjuration, tho' I be- 
"Yeve it to be in it {elf a griveous Evil, and tho” I conſeis the taking 
ol it was the great Weakneſs ( toſay no werle ) of them who took it, 
yet five reconciling Thoughts do frequently occur. As, Fit, That 
its our Duty to hear GOD's Word preached, when, whcre and by 
' whom we can have it faithfully and ſoundly preached. - And thus 
granting it was the Sin of ſome to take it, yet. one Sin in them doch 
"Ot excule (nor ſhould it oblige J another in us, there is no Scripture 
"Warrant for ſuch Practice, Gal. 6. 1, 2. Nor: will, the LORD ap 
prove it. Mark 16. 7. Luk. 10. 16. I told you already that worthy 
Durbam advanceth no leſs, in caſe of Peoples being oftended at Mi- 
_ * niſters, if you pleaſe to ſee his Mind more fully, view his Expoſition 
of the Ten Commands printed at Edizburgh 1703. At. Pag 66 and 
67. 24h. It's beyond all Donbt or Controverly, there is good Men 
and bad Men on both ſides, and though it was not good in any to 
take it, yet good Men ſome of the belt have taken it, and bad Men 
ſome of the worſt have refuſed it. Further, all that have taken it, 
are not to be reckoned equally guilty by ſo doing ; for they had not 
the ſame Reaſons, Motives and Ends, obliging or moving them 
| *thereunto, neither is all that reſuſed it to be accounted: equally ho- 
neſt and uptight, for all that refuſed it, did nor refuſe upon the ſame = 
Conſideratiors; And I conſidering that the Goodncls or Badneſs of 
Principle, Motive and End, hath great influence on Actions, and 
that proportionally theſe bear much Weight with, GOD in Point of 
__ *  * Apptobation or Rejection, do verily ſuppoſe fome as guilty, before 
bum in their Reaſons of refuſing, as others are befote Men by ac- 
kepting the Propoſal. 3d. Its Emptineſs and Folly in us to male 
the. taking or not raking of this Oath, che infallible ſign of a Miniſter's 
Naughtineſs or Honeſty as many ſeem to do, have not all Non-ju- 
Takits by this time ( few-excepted,) joined in Workkip, ſealing Ordi- 
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nances and Judicatories with Jurants, whatunaccountable ſtickling, 
What Ignorance and blind Zeal, do we then argue on ſelves Guilty 
of, eſpegially when we reſuſe to hear a Jorant, meerly upon Account 
of his taking the Oath, and allow our ſelves in hearing # Non ju- 
rant, who perhaps defendeth the Ladyfulneſs thereof, and ju ſtifieth 
uch as haue taken. it, who it's like hath been ſilent under, and frank 
I complied witha l the Innovations made upon the Church 
Steps of Defe&ion, which gell in his Day, as I am cerrainly informed _ 
_ Jome of the Nom jurants have done therefore: to judge by this ac- 
cedental Circumſtance and to Meaſure our Freedom in Hearing of 
not Hearing by it, is neither lure nor ſafe: Nay; doubtleſs there is 
more to be ſearched into anent our Freedom in Hearing, than ſimply 
the Matter af the Oath. 4c hy. If we had ſufficient Ground in 
Charity to believe any Miniſter of our Acquaintance before his ta- 
King the Oath, was endued with the ſpecial Graces of the Holy Spi- 
rit, and countenanced of GOD in the Diſcharge of his Miniſterial 
Work, as one ſent by him to preach the Word, it is unwartanta- 
ble ſor us to change our Thoughts of him, to take away our Af- 
fections from him, and refuſe to hear him, becauſe of this perſonal 
Failling, when we know ot no other thing wrong about him, or 
have no other Exception againſt him: For this cannot alter his 
State, neither needs it deprive us of Benefite by his *preaching, if 
the Fault he not in our{clwes. © Hence, 5thly.' As Rom. 14. f. 4 Re- 
jecting all Converſe tending to Rankle or raiſe our Spirits anent them, 
and not in the leaſt to murmure or repine againſt them, we ſhould 
Þe at great Pains with one another, and eſpecially with our own 
Heans, to get this Prejudice and Oſfence ſt | Miniſters as 
much as poſſible removed, we ſhould cry earneſtly to GO for Di- 
rection and Determination, chat if his will be ſo concerning the Mat- 
ter, and if it be our Duty, we may be enabled to hear them witbh - 
out either Scruple or Challange, and to evidence dur great Care to 
5 ſhe w our ſelves willing and deſirous of this © Oneneſs and Amity we 
ſpould join frequently and atfectionately in Mourning and Praying ot 
them, begging from. their Maſter with our outmoſt Impottunity, that 
Conviction may be given them that they may be recovered, and that 
he may exalt free Grace, by adding Succeis to their Miniſtry; 
for this may be chelptul : But alter all, tho I do not ſay; that 2 Perſon 
Alraitned in chisCaſe ſhould make _ their Choice, yet I 2 5 
A | | DN" nſive 


66 Scotland z preſent Circumſtances, . _ 
 » Offenſive and Dangerous to run away from an Opportunity of here. 

ing GODS Word, faithtully preaghed, when Providence caſts it in. 

dur Way; Aud, therefqrein brief. Conclude, we ſhould be deſirous: 

= _ tro ecmbrageand loath tg; 3 of hearing theſe, whom 

We gccount worthy, Jurant, or Non. ju rant. 
Bigben, With Reference to the whole“ of theſe Plagues, We 
ſnouſd be much. ſerious and earneſt with Religion, that it, We 

=_. - ſhould- uſe and put forth our outmoſt Endeavours with all attain- 
a ble Care and Diligence to-promote Reformation. Fyſt, In our 
= Qpporunity; But here tot Caution, we muſt take ſpecial Care and. 
for our Work is mofily to be done in Scorer, I perceive there be, 
ſome among us of whom it may be ſaid, They run well in the 
Courſe of. their Chriſtian Eroſeſſian; but the exceflive Noiſe and 
Din they make with. their Feet ſpoils. all ( I told you before) 
the blefied JESUS never loved mich Noiſe. in Religion - Nay, 
his Pragice condemned it, He did not Hrius nor cry; and I think 
it was in Imitation of this that Sir D. C. an eminent Saint now 
in Glory, ſaid to his Intimates, Ever fince. he. knew. any 1 
ion in Reality, he. bad always. endeavoured to walk quietly ſoftly. 
in the. Way, to Heaven, deſigning and defiring the Sound of his Fees, 
wight never be heard, till they uere within the Gates of the New Jeru- 
ſalem: And at his. Death when be ſaw an Enterance into the a 
Kingdom ministered to him abundantly, then with much Comfort Free- 
_ dome and Aſfectiou, he earneſtly and ſeriouſly recommended the ſame Pra- 
Bice, to others: And truly this Advice is both native and ne- 
ceſlary: For ye know it's commonly the ſhallow running Waters 
- that makes the greateſt Noile, When Air enters into empty Bar- 
rels it makes a loud Sound, but as deep Waters and full Barrels, 
ſo the moſt ſerious and ſolid Chriſtians are oftimes mot ſilent. 
Secondly, We mult _— ſure, That our greateſt Care, and 
principal Concern be a Things, which are moſt neceſſary, 
weighty and edifying, tho* moſt out of Sight: Eyery true Chriſtian 
keeps his; Eye upon that which. is leaſt. ſeen, he endeavours to have. + 
_ Ready and fixed Views. ot all mn eſpecially his o- 
- - Heart: We are commanded, Prov. 4. 23. T6 Hep the Heart wth al 
Diliggnce, Therefore our main Guard ſhould . Toney 
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8 take ſpecial, Notice, obſerve 1 
| e of our in ward Motions: and Tecter Cariticy 
theſe Men, among us who are oftimes more Abroad than | 
more raken up with Nes -ort than Nirkre-work, with Fon 
without than 5 Things within: 1 think we ome, ; 
ſay, They are like the Hypocritical Phariſees -who | Seher F 
outward Pretences of Devotion, but few inward Signs 2 Si 3 

whoſe great Care was 18 kee & al clean and fair that | 
our ward View, but looked ho further. So then whien we fee Men 
cotieern and take up 'themfelves entirely with Exterpas, Buße 
and” imploy themſelves to an Exceſs Rafa abo the out ide 
Matters of Religion, and in tlie mean Time Mate neglect or T1 


think ferionſly upon the in-fide and Heart Part therecf, ws may 
wartantib! Lhe concerning them, they are to be fümbetell 
among theſe negatitè Zealots, who ue Ann, Nur, fe - ahfl 
| Ce but En che weighter Pofitives, Jun, Miro th 


Faith : Such Things biight indeed to be done; yer ſd as de 
more neceſſary not lett undone : And when we heat +4 
olit for Reformaridh in Chufch and State, we may laſeh) Ie füt 
approve them, as to fly this is 800d in it's own Plate, AF very 
well done, and it's ib ing that evety honeſt Chitiſtiati! 'oite 
to do; But this is nö fare, {afe ör infallible 
and Honeſty as fofhe do ighorantly imagine 
Hypocrite may ſometimes come a eee wy 
peararices than the moſt ſerious Chriſtian; Here to thi 
do this, yet while they omit and neglect to fer àhoüt 51 
Reformation and Purfth of 'Heirt, ſe they make io e 
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68 Scotland preſent Circumſtaucen W 
Hypocrites attain to) but alſo performed in ſuteable Proportions: 
For 2 Kings 10. 30, 31. The LOR D-aith to him, Thou haſt done: 
well in executing that. which was right. in mine. Eyes, to wit, deſtroy-. 
ing Baal out of Iſrael, and puniſhing 1h: Houſe of Ahab; yet pleaſe; 
notice, it's temarkably added, But Jehu took no Heed to walk in the 
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Law ef the LORD GOD of Iſrael with. all his Heart, he departed 
not from the Sins of ſeroboam &c. So we ſee a zcalous Cry in 
the. Head is little worth, where. Care of. the Heart and Exercile 
of Soul is wanting. eee de eee Ns — 
„But paſſing this, I. advance the ſecond comprehenſive Inſtance, 
5 5 which Solution to che Enquirie may be gathered; namely, 
at the LORD evidenceth his Anger againſt us by deſerting us, 
i. e. In Sovereignity, keeping up many precious and uſeful Bleſſings, 
wi in Juſtice ſending. down, many ſpiritual and inviſible Plagues. 
Da is far ſpent, the glorious, the joyful, the ſweet lightſome, 
heartſome, and cheerful Day of our ſenſible and comfortable Com- 
munion with. GOD, ſeems to be near an End, declining and draw- 
ing towards the Evening; yea, the Shadows of, that Evening are. 
already. ſtretched out, the Night. is at. hand, the dark, the weari- 
ſame, the ſolitary, ſorrowtal, _ fearſome and dangerous Night of 
ſpiritual Deſertion hath overtaken us: Fu but know, that. in the 
' Night eſpecially in a dark Night when ſolitary, Men are ready to receive 
Skaith. in going about their lawful. Affuirs, which in the. Daytime they \ 
were. mo much in Hazard of. Wherefore with Reference to the far 
more preferrable Buſineſs. of Religion, ye. would confider this Night of. 
Qeſer ion as ordinarly attended with. many great and inſufferable Hazards, 
Mficulties and Inconveniencies that mightily, diſcourage and impede us 
in the Hay of aur Duty, which jet in the Day of our Acceſs to 60D, 
and Communion with him we need leſs. to fear, and might readily have 
got more eafily and better free of : But its Night. with us now, and. 
therejore we.muſt either fit Mill and do nothing, or elſe lay our Ac- 
count to encounter and wreſtle againſt. all the Difficulties that may 
occur. When the LORD. in Anger, deſerts | us, then he not only ſmites. 
us with, Plagues Spiritual aud . Temporal, but uſually, alſa gives Ene-, 
mies Advantage againſt us. It's Night, and. therefore: evil Men find 
their Opportunity to work all . manner of Wickedneſs, and Works of 
9 It's Night, and therefore Beaſts of Prey creep forth, auou- 
, Ke ad: Moron e, f they 
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theſe Lands 
lately menyioned; and other Steps of Backſliding 0 to bury ouy glorious ; 


Reformation in Contempt, and lay a Grave ſlone upon it, while it was - 


Day we did plemifully. enjoy many ſpecial Helps and uſeful Advantages - 
which now” we want, ſuch as Light, Life.Countenance, Preſence, Aſſiſtance, 

Succeſs,” &c. Allow me to illuſtrate this a little, by reciting ſome 
of theſe ſpecial Bleſſings which: in this melancholy. Nigbt of De- 


ſertion the LORD hath kept up from us, as-likeways | ſome of 


thele ſpiritual Plagues, which for Evidences of Diſpleaſure he hath 
permitted to come down upon us. And here; comparing. the Ten 
molt glorious and beſt.Years of Presbytery, vix. from 1638 and on- 
ward, with the Ten laſt bypaſt, work and moſt ignominious of that 
Cor itutionʒ There is, cauſe to lament, as follo wet. 

In the Firſt, Place; Time was, when the> Candle 
F . the LORD, ſpined upon our, Head, and: tuben by \his Light ue 


walked, through Darkneſs, when the Seer ar of tb LORD\was upon dur 
Tabernacle, and when in his Light we did ſee Light. Bat nom he 
withdraws this pure Light, the Counſel and Conduct ofthis holx 


Spirit from us, he ſuines not upon his Word, nor into his Peoples 
Hearts as formerly he uſed to do, we are not taught by him to 
know our Duty from his Word in difficult Circumſtances, as in 
Times paſt uſually our Fathers were: Nay, inſtead of this he 
iſheth us judicially with Darkneſs, ſo that altho*. the Light 


1 
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we fee not our Way, our Eyes are ſhut, the Knowledge both of 
guiſh the. one from the other, ſo as zealouſly and faithfully to 
Ruſs the one - and. cleave to the other; We did not walk in the 

Light, nor, did we prize the. Priviledge thereof ſuteably while 
we had it, and thereby have provocked him to cover uith darkneſs, 
and le- night us; tor which Cauſe now we meet with' darkneſs in the 
Bay. time, ue grope like the Blind, and, ſtumble at Noon day, we grope 

in the bright Day as in the dark Night, ur wait ſon Ligüt, but 
behold Obſcurty, we ſeek for Light, but walk on in Darknels," And 
the Reaſon is, becauſe our. Traulgreſſions- are . multiplied?” I re- 

Wender ſome. Years, ago. there was: a great talking: about. .. Light, 
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be ſhining round about us, yet it ſhineth not into our Hearts, 


Sin and Duty is hid trom us : Few of us are capable to diſtin- 


and-. 


be permitted } to ruine an raue CH RT, Church am Intereſt 1 
Is ( as afterwards: you may hear |) and profeſſed Friends 
toth in Church and State haue done much already (, bv, the Defebtious 
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- provocked him to ſtop the 


. 
1 * 


and u gredt crying out for it; bat (it's doubtful if thoſe who 
pretended to get moſt Light ( or Clearneis 'as they termed it 


were not of all others moſt left to walk in Darknefs, or at be 
in the Light of a Wild- fire, which readily leads Folk on to Pits 


wr-myriſh Places, and there leaves them at an Uncertainty ; Some 
indeed got Light as Balaam, who loved the Wages of 3 


but few got the true Light of GOD's Spirit, for under this Diſ- 


penſation it pleaſed him, to make bis Sun go down borh upon his 


| Prophets and his People, co ſuch a Degree as neither of them could 
know the right Way : Very few of us but have run out of God's 
| Road into ſome Extreamity or other, ſome run to an Extreamity 


an withdrawing and Diſſenting, others to an Extreamity in com- 


Plying and conſenting ; ſome to an Extreamity in being too much 
Mert and indifferent others in . tob much, and "being 


mote Zealous than Wiſe, fome ſpeak toe much for, ot -againft on 
Party, others ſpeak too much for, or againſt the other Party, and 
who is he? or Where is he? zmongſt us all that fpeaks and 
nds as he ſnould. LORD pity us, we are like fo many bemiſt⸗ 


ed Perſons turning wild, and ſtragling one from anbther into dif- 

Ferent Factions, Parties and Diviſions, ' s. 
Secondly, Some Time ago, Me were lite green Olives in the Houſe of our 

60D Beautiful fot Growtn and Fruittulneſs: Pe flourifhed in his by | 


Me the Palm Tree, and grew like the Cedars in Lebanon, ue were Trees 
Rrohneouſurſs planted by the LORD himſelf in his on Vine-yatd ; he he 
us Day and Night, and watered us every Moment; he yave us Strength to 
$rive forth Frait in old Age, ant. glorified himſelf by us. But now, Our 
Strength is decayed, our "_— is periſhed from the Lord: For we have 
itals of our ſpiritual Lite,to withdraw his 
gtacious Preſence, hide his Countenance, and keep up the In- 
duences of his holy Spirit trom us, and inſtead of theſe Bleſſings, 
to plague us with a Spirit of Formality, Tpiritual Sſumbér, Dead- 
nets.and Carnahity: So'that altho* he planted us & il: Vine who 
a right Sed; Let now, Heart betorme the degrnergte Plant n range 


Pine mavhim; We have wot the Advanitiges, "Helps, Comforts and 


Ericouragements'which formerly we had: And therefore, ye cannot act 


his own Work doth ofrimes much enedurage thedervants, and his actual 
A lancæ yet more; {ot that uſuelly adds double Vigour and ARi- 
. , + vity 


LE as ac un mi. o-> tin @ as ad Banda » 


— a 


Aud the Duty of Privare brian. 
vity to their Diligence ;. but in the Night Time h ordinarly- tires WR, 
himſelf into his private Chamber, and is not readily. ſeen among 
them; wherefore if then they be at Work, his Preſence. is- geen 
amiſſing. The Cale ſtands thus with us; our LOR Dis not now I 
diſcernably preſent in Duties and Ordinances, publick, private, or 
ſecret, as ſometime hehath been. How lamentable and inſufferahle 
this Loſ is, I. will have Oecaſton ro» hint afterward; I ſhall only. 
ſuggeſt here what Scripture and Experience do frequently and mote 
fully witneſs anent it, viz. That the gracious, powerful, and efficaci- 
ous Preſence of GOD; the Honour, Happineſs and Comfort of his 
econciled Countenance, the retreſhing, quickening and enlivining In- 
fnences of his holy Spirit, is, our only Encoaragement in the 
Way. of Duty: For by it all our Performances, 1 Datits and Os 
dinances are made lively, beautiful, uſeful, N J Tine lacceſsſul; 
by it our Work is made ealy and pleaſant; it ſtirs up to Diligence, 
it makes us lively, vigorous and active in all our Endeavours, and 5 
likewiſe makes them effectual; it powerfully aſſiſts us, and of it accor- 


ding to our Need we are continually recruited with freſh Supplies; 
But now it's in a great Meaſure witheld, and which is yet worſe, he 
is gone up from us and withdrawn himſelf in a high Diſpleaſufe + 
He ſmitet us and hides himſelf becauſe he is wrogh. He denyes us the 
Favour of his Countenance, his Frowns doe evidently appear, but 
his. Smiles cannot be ſeen; he doth not allow us the Benefite of his 
Ear, tho” ue call he will not anſwer us, his Wrath is kindled againſt ** 

Prayers, be keeps back his Hand; even his Right Hind from our. Help, hit 

Arm is not revealed, nor the Power of his Grace known as. formexly. : 

Hence we eyidently ſee, his Countezance is not toward us, nor his Had 
with us as in Times paſt. 'Morcover it's obſeryable, this Night of 
Deſertion uſually. happens to be a dull, heavy, and ſtupifying Seaſon 
in it ord inarly, we are unſit for Buſineſs, we cannot work the Work 
of the Day nor of the Light; for a deep Sleep from the LORD- 
ſeizeth on our Spirits, He hath chſed our Eyes, the hes of aur Rulers 
and of our Seers hath he cleſed: And being thus, we are turngd'Sh 

gards with Referance to Duty, neither 'able nor willing to delle 
ourlelyes; yea, a dead Sleep, even ſpiritual Deadneſs in an eminent De- 


' * 


gree hath ſcized upon us; tor generally towards the Matter af GON" 
our AﬀeRions are grown Death-cold : This Night likewiſe proves of- 
times a ſcroching, languiſhing, and barren Scaſon: e 
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Materials of O a 
' ful dith not deſcend, theſe Clouds are commanded that they rain no Rain up- 
on us: And becauſe of this all Duties and Qrdinances are parched 


5 * 
4. 


Curſe of Gilboa's Mountains .befal us, ue receive no Dem ner Rain, nor. 


of Offerings. From above, the Dew which makes Sion Hill fruits | 


and fruitleſs, Sachin ll but withered, ſapleſs and lifeleſs For- 
malities; we allo are heartleſs, . dead and carnal in the Uſe of them: 
True Religion is now almoſt turned into a meer empty Form, Ex- 


_ erciſe-of Soul raiſed, quickned and maintained by Love to CHRIST 
and his Intereſt is already become very rare; and therefore Commu- 


nion or comfortable Meetings with him are ſeldom enjoyed: LORD be 
mexcitul to us, it this Plague laſt any Space longer, I tearSincerity in Reli- 
gion, the eee e eee ſhall ſcarely : be found among us. 
" Thirdly, Time was when the LORD did honour Priviledge, and 
bleſs his People in this Land, with the Gift and Exerciſe of ſeaſonable 
and neceſſary Graces, ſuch as Love, Faichfulneſs, Wiſdom Prudence, 
Courage, Zeal, and the like. But truly we have had great Miſſing ' 
of theſe Graces, and of their lively Exerciſe. theſe Years paſt, while 


00 in Sovereignity ſeems to have witheld trom us the Efficacy: - 
and Energy ot his divine Grace, and Operation of his holy Spirit, by 


which always our Graces are created into Being, and from which 


- continually they have their Support and Supply: Thus in 2 
ept back his People 


1 1 1 
Jacred and civil were 


for our Paniſhment, the LORD hath evidently 
From theſe Attainments, tho eminentiy ſeaſonable and abſolutly needtul 
in ſuch a dark and critical Juncture, and inſtead thereof, hath 
remarkably ſent among us a mean. Love, mercenary'Caſe, ſubtile and 
deluding Spirit of private ſelf Intereſt and; carnal Policy; yea, and 
-hath alſo ſuffered it to obtain ſuch Maſtery over us, that we cannot 
oſtimes know by a Man's Words or Actions what he is, or what he 
intends, whether he be for us or againſt us; and ſome think it was 
2280 Infection of this Plague that. our Rights and Privileges both 
| N e e ee ee 

* Fourthh, Time alſo has been wherein the . LOR D's People have 
had'trom him the Gift apd Exerciſe of agreeable Diſpoſitions, 
es ſonable and neceſſary Frames of Spirit ſuteable to the Diſpenſa- 
1 8 of Providences in their Day or- Time of living; but now 
under this our preſent Diſpenſation, tho there was more than ordi- 
nary need for the Spirit of Meekneſs, Patience, Tenderneſs, Love 
Id Sympathy, the charitable, the - forgiving, and the * 


= 


| a: the Dry bmp Chi . 73 
 Diſpe fit ition, Which . as Biſepk⸗ "of \JESUS Biould have obe 
toward anothe ; et eee — other "Chriſtian: Frames 
pe? an jud cially: with-held-from us, and inſtead thereof evi 
dently puniſhed us With à Spitir of Cont ion, Debate, Diviſion, 
Pride, Ton Hatred, Envy and ſuch like hurtful: Diſpoſitiong, 
whereby by we” are 'becor _unchatitable' and untiatural towards one 
another, even to that as es ſome of us deny common 
Civility and Chriſtian Affection to our Neighbour, we'have neither 
the delight in one another, nor eſteem of one another, which Chriſt's 
Followers ought to have, yea, I fear · theſe Exceptions and Preju- 
dices which · We entertain againſt one another, may occaſion that 
there be not the Eſteem of Ordinances, Love to — Delight in 
them, nor Defire aftet chem, y ian, I formerly hinted; and which 
ſhonld* be amoneſt us. ; Ob 334168; 
_ __ Fifthh, Some Years paſt We had weh Skill in the Matters of God, 
and by. Reafon of Uſe had our Jpiritual Senſes" ſo" diſtindiy aul rige 
exerciſed, that we could eafi 8 and readily diſcern between Good and E— 
vil. But now. the juſt LORD hath Men rar tuch; ſpiritual - Dif 
evi, from us, ſo that we cannot know when he is angry, Of 
when he is well pleaſed, what he hates, or what he approves, when 
MNlajtters go ill with us, or when they go well; the 1 ̃ 
Senſe and feeling of thele Things is almoſt entirely | 
and inſtead of this' we are plagued with Stupidity, year cry and ; 
Security we know not, and we care not for knowing, we can take 
all * inviſible. Things upon Truſt; let us have preſent Eaſe; Wealth 
and Pleaſure we ot take our Venture of what is to come, many 
of us enjoy ing our ſelves in our preſent Poſſeſſions, and being in 
Favour with thoſe we affect, conclude our ſelves happy, and reſt 
well ſatisfied ; neither regarding, nor regrating as there is Cauſe 
the ſad Circumſtances of. our own png or of CHRIST's . 
in our Day. TEN z 
Sixthly, Some Tiine A0 we \ Walked bs: hs Rear of the! LORD at 
the Day long, our Fleſh trembled' becauſe ef him, we were afraid ef 
his righteous Judgments, we took Delight to do his Will, and hin Law 
was in our Heart. But now withholdin 
preſſions of his Fear, the'Terrour of his Law, and the De- 
fire ot being approven of by him as Doers of his Will, he hath - 
apparently pur ſhed us with 1 for Sin, we el 10 our Hearts 
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from us the aW˖IuIl Im 


we * © 8 1 1 Sf N 


th © it ed ate us 10 err 452 20 7% 
walk in 3 LE v Giren us i: YT f. 
do tranſge ſs againſt his recepts at our calure, ju- 
Ker Inſtances, bardened our Hearts fram his fear ; 8 
more we are puilty of Sin, 2 we ate in Conceit 
we reſuſe to be. teptoved, and tho” guilty juſtifi Vindi- 
| defend our. ſelues in all our evil Ways. 
— Seventhh, In former Times our Fathers, and ſome of our ſees 
' like the Barth which drivketh in the Rain that cometh oft 
Ae bringerh forth. e EEE or 
3 * we pianeifully received hl. 
witbbolds the Power and Effecacy ju 1 de AC 
ftance and- Concurrance of his Holy Sp pirit, his effectual pry 


| ſaccelsful Hleſſi g ſtom our . from his 00 and from 
the Means of Salvation which tor a conſiderable Time with much 
Liberty and Fsedom in great Plenty and Variety we have enjoy- 
och, and thrquglo his ſoveraign dealing thus with us, we are become 
like at Ground tuhich is rejedted,. becauſe aero 7 gs uſed, and 
Pains; taken, it beareth nothing but Briers and We have 
indeed had the Prisiledge of Ordinances; the. e e 
Duties and: ſuch like Means allowed and continued Twenty | 
Eight Years: bygone without Intermiſſion; But all this while in 
@ very diſcernabie and eminent Degree. our 600 being. angry 
at us, bath: withdrawn/him(cif: rom. us in the ule ef them, and 
left many of us ſa far to our ſelves, as that abuſing thele to 
his: Diſhonour, and uſing them to our own. Hurt, we might there- 
by. adding Sin ta Sin, highten our own; Condemnation. 
Theſe ——— Blagues thus. briefly. related, being in their * 
Nature invifble;: _ and we for the molt Part being 1 : 
2 many of us hath Abe ſeen them, nor felt them 2 1 tl | 
ime and: there fore have never laid them to Heart, nor mour- 
ned over them as we ſhauld: Rut whether ye will believe it Ky | 
not they are broken in upon us; as real and 3 Signs of GO 
i ee againſt us, and conſequently, undeniable; Evidences. F 
out being 3 From yehat, is ſaid you ſee, x 
Ou Sins * nat only. . geo T hing + ram. us, but likew 
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alſo brought evil: Things unonds, For Arcamſe aun Offences image 
nid and —_ he hath in all, -theſe a many other Tore, 
b Vous 


WH 5 il of private Cirifllan: 


— the Found Ern, ſnive with he Cha. 
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ith Referance to this deſetted Caſe, 1 preſume . che . 
e 46 96 will be admitted, as the ſtaiqnal, apa, Ho 
ceſſary: and preſent Duty of all private! CHtiſtians. And, 

Fir, Es Exident, we a i be frequently. E in the 5 
lively Exereiſe of ſerious and important Prayer, that in i 'thas. ex» 
cerciſed. v may have Opportunity and Occafion, of crying to the 
LORD, eatneſtly wreſtling with hin 3 and by many ſolid 

that for the Glory 


and prevalent Arguments; beſeeching him 
—— great Name, the good of his Church, 2 the well wy 
our immetral Souls, he may be: pleaſed to ſend down pow 
cod Pen ü he Lig ng and Eifergiving laſſuences of 
Hely Spirit among us, and once more allow us che Rue Prin 
Comfort.and Help of his Gracious' Prelence. 
I dn not much in love with ſet Forms of Prayer,. and t refore 
d0 not incline to Trouble vor with anꝶ thing of that kind, I hope 
ye n and approve the Holy 
and good Directory in Prayer; It ſo, then ye may: obſerve; wel are 
there 5 rniſhed with great variety, of pithy;Sentences, made uſe of by 
eminent Souls in a parallel Caſe, and by turning the ſingular Number 
into the Plural, or the Plural into the Singular; I have frequently 
thought theſe. following and ſuch hike Divine Breathings, very; ſute- 
able, ſeaſonable and e tan in our prolent Caſe, Hiker 
one or in Company,while raying for our letves-or, for. 6 
1 in a ſew, ſome ol theſe Pithy. and Subſtantial Petitions, 1 4 
- quently, and ſerventiy put up by the Pſalmiſt may be uſeful, Cauſe e 
to know. the way wherein, L/boteld walk, e 1 
keep. rhy. Teftimuvies; let me mot — om thy Commandments, h 
them not from mo, ſhew me thy Vys, teaeh me guad Judgments 4: 
ledge; teach me to da thy MAN, teach me thy ay, thy. Paths, . thy Sta - 
gutes, the -way, of-thy Statutes, &. mate %% Face ſine pos me, male me 
in the Path of thy Commandments, rake me underfia id the. way of-thy 
- "Precepts, make thy. May freight before. my Fate, lead me into the 
Uprightueſs, lead me 7 Path, lud me im th Righteouſucſa, je 
ame iu thy Truth, \quickes: me O'LORD,. guaieken- ma dc N t0-thy- 25 
guichin me for thy Naum 8 Sake. \Likewiſe'the Prayer. Hf the Charch, 
PIG quicken ws, 3 Aud of Habbokuk, Re- ſp 
s bY 2 38 U 
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to be. a. ſafe Rule | 


of - Scalind9rſen CitunBaicer, , 
 wive thy Work in'the midſt of the Tears, and of the Son, bete O 
. North wind, come thou South, and blow upon my Gaden. And of 
. Does Ia a word, I think the Prayer of Mot may be of great uſt 
fy to us, he is praying for GOD gracious Preſence, and its remark- 
1 able. 'Ex04; 33. 1318. He begins firſt 'very*humbly;- If 7 have found 
" Favour in thy fight; ſhew me thy way thit' Tmay Triow ihre. Thien After. 
wards he aſcends. higher; and makes this Holy, bold, ſuteable and 
native Aleration in. fis Petition, I beſeech thee ſbeto me thy Glory, From 
which it's evident we: cannot teadily attain to rea Manifeſtations 
of GOD, nor ſolid diſcoveries of his Glory, until once he ſhew 
us his way, and bring us to the ſaving Knowledge Gf himſelf; . 
FSkerondhj, While thus employed, wr 'ſhonld ſtirlup and Areateh our 
ſelves tõ our outmoſt; that in anactide and lively manner, we may 
Argument the Caſe before hins; and plead the full Accompliſum 


en 
ot all the Promiſes of this Priviledge, which of his own-good will 
he hath freely given tous and lett un record, for our Conſolation 
humbly and n his Fuithfalneſs is engaged in out 
Favour̃s upon this Score, by telling bim, He hath projuiſed tb bend 
Mercy, as un over flowung Fountais to pity bis People, and ſhew Compaſſion 
on them, to Pardon them aboundamtiy; to forgive their Iniquities, forget 
their Offences, and remember their Sin no more, to eonfider their frailty, te 
Huy his rough Mind in the Day of his Eaft Wind, lay afftle his Controver- 
fie, and make his Anger againſt them etaſe, to Love them freely, and reſtore 
their Comforts, gather them with great Mercies, and be them everlaſting 
Krndneſs, to heal them, to heal their Backſlidings, to heal the ſtroat of 
their Mund and bind up the Breaches maile among#t them, to "witty 
them every Moment, to fend Divine Influences as Dew ſ-aſonably andi 
plentifully upon them, to ſatisfies their Soul in Drought, 20 revivethem ds 
Corn dead and almoſt rotten under the Clod; to make\ them" recover: LI 
and grow ar the Vine Tree after the Winter Blaſts ar# paſt; to mul them 
ke a watered Garden, and like a' Spring of Water, "whoſe Waters full 
not, to mate them Fut and full of Sap, io make them fouriſb in his Courts, 
and beur Fruit when others decay," to give them the ſanttified  Kitowledge of 
Himſelf and of Hr I ays, to teach them painfully ( Line by Line and Cauſe 
hem profit, tu inſtruſt them, and tedoh then/dhr way which they ſhould goto 
guide them contimintly, to guido them with his Counſel and with; his Eye u 
Pen them; "to gi Sight-to lem when blind; roi bring then by" 1 they 
HOLY 41 8 e que. 


Ad the Baty of Private Crit. 
Babe wot kubum, torake Darkneſs Light, and crooked Things freight be- 
fore them, td make their Light viſe in Obſcurity, and their Darkneſs ſhine» 
the Noon-day,” to maks their Light break. forth as the Morning, and their 
Health ſpring forth ſpecdily, to receive them into his Fivour, to dwell with 
them, to be their GOD, to protett and keep them Day and Night, to pre- 
ferve and defend i hem from Evil, tu put "his Holy Spirit within them, to © 
pier our bit Spirit upon them, and upon their © Seed, to mate his Words = 
do wum to rhein, o Bieſf them and their Off. ſpring with them, tb nrake then <f 
Joyful in ht Houſe; to accept them, to meet with them thert᷑ and Bleſi them; 
to [bevy them hin Salvation, to male his Glory paſs before them to | tate 
their Eyer fee the King in bis Beanty, to manfe#? him himſelf to them, ſo 
as he doth not unto the World.” Theſe and many other ſuch like things 
we ate ſute the LOR D'hath promited, and will certainly perform 
to his Propſe, beſides that of ftee choice he hath brought himſelſ 
undet à ſolemn Obligation, never utter iy to aue them nor forfike then: 
And if by acting Fail apon his Promiſes, and Faithfulneſs, we put 
im to his Word, and urge him with his own Hand-write, he will 
readily Rand to it, and give us the W thereof in our Expe- 
rience. r 2 F 27 n 422 | * _ 7 149 0% 
, Thitdly, ts our Sint that hath ſeparated between our GOD and u 
our Juiquitiet have cauſed him to hid his Face from us. Therefore when 
we ſeek his Favour, plead-for his Preſence, or expect his Afiiltatice; 
we muſt be fare to do it in the Way preſcribed” by himſelf, and on 
the Terms, which he hath propoſed, i e. That his Spirit may nets 
ther be quenched by Sin, nor grieved;by Sloth on the one Hand, in- 
tirely to abandone the abominable Thing, Perſons or Things, which bt 
Hateth, and watchfully to keep“ our ſelves from every particular 
vil whereby he hath been, is or may be offended. Me muſt not touch 
the unclean Thing, if. Iiiquity be in our Hand, if we regard it in our Heart 
he will not hear us : And therefore as hateful to him and hurtful 4 
us :. I mut be put far away, it muſt: not dwell in our Tabernacle, ve 
mu#t be ſeparate.” And on the other Hand, carefully and ſineerely de 
endeavdur a perſonal Reformation, both outward and inward, and 
3 with the Qualifications of his Covenant to be 
in the Practice of thoſe Things that pleaſe | him e unk 
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honeſtly as in the Day, being renewed in the Spirit; to put on the LORD 

JESUS, and ſerve before him in Holineſs and:Righteouſneſs all the Days e 

aur Life; tv rraffeck and trade with Heaven, and lead gur Converſacios: , 
8 1 . - "Js [i 


- pr xe with Freedom. in Plenty and Purity to be LEE, 


; ji * Scothad'?, Ireen? Circunſtoncer; | 
, in! Things 2 For having theſe 
ai bn 7 829 5 Bong 
in 
FL and work in his Fgar, aſſuredlyj we 1185 8 
* the Holy Ghoſt, as Ads 9. 34.. plaic Wed rene 
n ſhould be out great Deſire and molt. i nent 
Prayer, "hat. the LORD. would, 5 5 Flame 
pure 1 5 in our Breaſts, and allo. 5 Df 
Vigour and Lite, as mes Pr ccalions. evi 
8 ol our Hearts in the ſeveral | IO: of ths Þ ſpiritual. ens th . | 
Moxeover,. that by quickening and ſtirring up in reſtlels and un- 
| >. Thridings and 171 5 of Soul. after the more 
| veal, full and ſenfible E of himſelf oF 5 the m 
powerful, plentiful and 7 fidi ei his free Spirit ja al 
our. Duties, and through the whole of our Liſe, he may xe us the com- 
3 Aſſurance ot his having deals, « r; and graciouſly 
with us. 


Fl Theſe Things obſerved, we ſhould, endeavour with al 
forelaid Care and Diligence, fr, to attain, and then, to ma 

| the: adorable, above all Things deſirable, and 5 05 enough to de 
wondred at Priviledge of Communion: aud Fell elowſhip with GOD, 
through CHTIST in every Duty and Ordinance, over and ag = 

all the Difficulties we may meet with outward. or inward, publick or 

privacy: This is doubtleſs. the incumbent. Nuty of every parriculat 

Chriſtian: at all Times; but more eſpecially of luch as have, Union 

with CHRIST, and at ſuch a Time, while. as yet Wie the 

LORD) the Means, by which many have. obraine 


| we would do well to imitate the pious, and Praile worthy 

B of cheſe hoveſt Momen, wha over N Difficulties 
vilited; the Grave of. CHRIST.- I am very. averſe food, ewe te- 

dious, and loath ro engroach upon Lr. atience ; cauſe 1 
look apon ſeveral Particulars in their Carriage, as Reet to our 
preſent-Caſe; alſo becauſe I apprehend due Reflections from the 
_ many Ta tend 185 to our-Edification, and may be ſingularly uſe · 
im; I beg your Leave a little to conſider he. A 

from. ir. ra notice lame Things far matpal Inftrutian.. As, 

. Some 896d Qualities or. Tape found in chir Gere 


| maintain 2 
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by which they were not : 


70 e and ſtirred up Birr 
rable Laien; but allo. affilted, born up and cared ue, in 
Performance of i it, And 2 ls obvious they; kept Love to their 
LORD boiling 7 their Boſom, even after he is (Fed. and bur 
and ſo ſhould we do, 4 even tho he hide his Face and abſent. hi 
from us. Secondh, This Love to CHRIST, and Zeal for him Was 
evidenced by the high Eſteem they put upon him, and vented, | 
the meikle Din * make 2 2 when he is amiſling : Lou 
they make a heavy abſent from them; and 
ſhould we do e rh . They miach their 
and ſcar the Dawning 4 wy Flr his Abſence from them and 
their Cate to be at him, makes them wake when others ſleep, fait 
when others feaſt, weep when others laugh ; 
us. aries as „They x th a ſpecial Regard to his Commandment; 
for notwi heir impatient Longings, and anxious Deſires 
ta be at the Suche, yet 4 reſt on the Sabbath, accor din * 
Commandment. 80 then if we Think. to meet with our LORD; 
ſhould We by the Way of Duty, and even in his N 
2 1 Commandmes ; particalarly 
you fee we id take Care to make an exact and ſuteable Improve- 
| Hrs fn Sabbath : For ho ney readily; appear to us ſo doin 
as to thir Women and to the Diſciples) ſhortly after. our 
ebener, are over, or before they be ended. Hb, Ws: d 
prepare for CHRIST what Things the thought were ſuteable 
e they were in a Miſtake: hexe; yet they = 
pere highly bee For it was a notable Evidence of 


their great Eſteem of CHRIST, and Love to him. And tus if 
we deſire and expect to meet with the 


LORD in Duties and Ordinances; we ſhould N 2 
2 him empty. Veſlcls to be filled, a broken I 2 ns 


dation of him and his Bounty, Moderation in the Uſe ot worldly 
"Comforts, &c. For theſe and ſuch like are: Spices--very — 
to 10 dete they are of great Valus in his Eſteem, and do 
e him as a Perſume a ſuelling Savour : — 
1 7 as 121 hey beſtowed frankly what they thought was Net and at 
preſent called for; we ſnould yield and deliver-up ourwhols-MatsSeul | 
and Body, 2 tree Will-offering to the LORD to be 1 * 


4 
8 3 
* 


Prins ho ye ye = two 


gracions. ws: Profency; ob ue," 


denial, Thanks for Mercies received, Songs of Praiſe ia Commen- : 


"His Command and 


1 8 A 
1 Sco 
6. * . 


Scotland's preſent Cireunſtapcer, 
| Diſpoſal in all 'Things.  Sxehly, Thir, Women did | 
frbely, cheerfolly and willingly venture themſclyes, and all they ba 
for 


. fer CHRIST, they lay Life, Name, Fortune, Credit and all at the 
| - Stake; if ſo be they can but meet with him, and tho? they ſhould 


not, yet they deſire and endeavour to be found doing theit Duty, 


3 


uüling the Means, that ſo they may be free from ' Chalenges ot Ne- 


5 
2 
— 


Blect or Sloth : We alſo ſhould be ready and willing to part With 


dur Life, our beloved Relations, our worldly Poſſeſfons and Com- 
ports of whatever Kind, when he calls for them; and becauſe our 
Govaneſs reacheth not unto um, therefore we ſhould be careful to ſeek 


dut and ſupply the Neceſſities of his — 114 embers, according to 
our Opportunity and Ability. Sevenrhly, It is obſer vable of thir 
Women, They were not a whit cither ſtumbled or offended at 
CHRIST for all that had befallen him, tho* he be both dead and 
buried, yet they do not loſe their Eſteem of him and his Intereſt, nor 


do they looſe their Affections from him or it, tho” lie had ſuffered 


many and great Inſtances of Shame and Contempt, from cruel and 
malicious Enemies: Hence we in Imitation muſt not loſe our E- 
fleem of CHRIST and his Cauſe, | when Sufferings, Troubles and 


Perſecutions do ariſe againſt us, becauſe of our Faithſulneſs, nor 


PS + 1 the gladſome News of a riſen CH 
x . 


mould we let any of his honeſt Followers have the leſs Room in our 
Affections, becauſe they have received, or do receive ill Treatment 
from'the Hands of Men, in the Way of their Duty backing their 
- Maſter, -Ejghtly, We find thir Women carefully ſecking and anxioul- 

| RIST, there is ay ſome 
ng in their Boſom would have bim up again, that he, his Glory, 


his Work and Intereſt, and all his Concerns may be honoured and 


-exalted': In ſhort, That all his honeſt Followers as well as them 
ſelves may be filled with Comfort, and made to rejoice upon the 
"ſeeing and hearing thereof; and in like manner for the fame Reaſons, 
mould our Hearts alſo beat and breath within us toward the revi- 


ving of the LORD's Work among us. Ninthly, They wreſtle and 


- 


travel through all Difficulties, till they come to the Place where they 
think to find him, they never {lack their Pace, for all the Difficulties 
that occur, till they come to the Grave, They bebeld where be was 
laid: There they leſt um, and there they expect to meet with him 
again, for which Cauſe they preſs ay forward till they come thither : 
And truly it oft tunes happens thus with Reference to particular 
1411 | „ | 
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Caſes, we are moſt likely to find CHRIST where we loſt him, as 
oſeph and Mary, when they miſi the Child FESUS, found him in the 
emple where they left him. Therefore tho' we have Exceptions at Or- 


dinances, as having loſt CHRIST there, we muſt not becauſe bf 
this forſake or deſert them; nay they are his haunting Places, and.if 


| we defire to, meet with him, we ſhould always endeavour to be 


where he uſes, Song 1. 8. M' are ſelemmiy charged to go forth by the Fooe- 8 
ſteps of , the Fot, and feed our Kids beſides the, Shepherd's Tems : For thete 


readily we may mec with him, feel his Power, and fee his Glory 
as others in Time paſt, Pſal 63. 2. Again Tauiy, We ſee they 
prize and value a Meeting 
ly undervalue and trample upon all the Difficulties, which ly in the 
Way of their attaining to it, CHRIS T bears ſo mach Bulk in their 

Eye, that they think nothing of enduring Hardſhips for his Sake, as paul 
undervalued all his legal Attainments, Phariſaical Righteouſneſs and 
moral Enduments, ia Compariſon ef CHRIST, ad coumed them bus 


Loſs and Dung, that he 7 win CHRIST and le found in him: 80 
1 


do they with all their Difficulties, overlooking and forgetting theſe, 


ſe ſtill forward towards the Prife they would be at, making Uſe 


they pre | 
of hw only as Stepping-Stones to advance and help their Souls up- 


ward towards the Enjoyment of their LORD. Lady, It's obferva- 


bie in the Caſe of thir Women, that always as their Difficulties . 
grew greater, ſo their Love grew to CHRIST and Eftcem of him, 
has, Keenneſs and Diligence to find him grew greater 


And thus leads me 70 conſider the Difficluties which they had + - 


cheir A 


to grapple with, over and againſt which they were helped by Grace, 
to perform that notable Enterptize, and here among others I think 
the following ſix may ſafely and rational be ſuppoſed from what 


we find in lacred Hiſtory, for they are remarkable in the Sequel. 


with CHRIST fo highly, that they light- 


Fit, Such as were not his Diſciples ,/ neither belit ved bis Ne- 


ſurrection might ſay to them, what needs 
about CHRIST, when he can do you 


up abort 
not ſay but his Co 


you be ſo much taken | 
| mpany and Comverſe might be pleaſant aud pro- 
fable to you when he was alive ; but now he is dead, and what _ 


2 ye expect ſrom his ſtinking Carcaſe lying in the Grave; Ion 
ce his 


Enemies have gotten the Victory over him, they have pu 


K ö 
— 


Fd 


him to Death in a very Der CO CO. Maaner, and - 
a Ty | WY | — 


* 


5 . 
we ; | g 
0 - . & 
i — 
« * * - 
* - 
N * 
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we can aſſure you it will be a laſting Shame for you, and a Stain 
upon your Reputation for ever to be ſeen following after one bu- 
tried in ſuch deſpiſed Ignominy. Furthermore we are periwaded, 
That in a ſhort Space you will ſee all his Doctrines and all his mar- 
velous Works (' which for a Time every Body thought famous) 
quite forgot, and buried in like Manner as himſelf now is; So 
we think, It's but a vain and fooliſh Thing for you to put your 
ſelves to any more Trouble, or Expence about him, ye will cer- 
tainly - procure Loſs, Scorn and Contempt; far Honour, Profit or 
{Pleaſure cannot be attained „ a tool Voyage, and therefore in 
our Opinion ye would be much wiſer to let your [Reſolutions drop, 
and ſtay at Home : But they eſteeming theſe Arguments as idle 
Tales, and hoping better, Things concerning him .than Fleſh or 
Blood could reveal, paſſed over this Diffgulty, love to CHRIST 
.. . conftrained them to be taken up about him when dead, as well 
+ as while alive, and therefore they. {eekw#fo ſee him yet once more, 
that at leaſt they may get an Opportunity of doing their laſt Piece 
ot Service and Duty to him. Secondly, Some like our State Poli- 
. ticians, or- theſe that act by the Rules of a Nick-named Prudence 
might ſay to them, there is none to join with you in this Thing 
there is none of your Friends will bear you Company in it, no 
Body that wiſhes you well will adviſe you to it, far leſs com- 
mend you for it; if CHRIS T's Grave were to be viſited, would 
not his Diſciples the Apoſtles be going thither, is not their Con- 
cernment greater than yours, ſhould not they be foremoſt - Where 
pes your Obligation to be more taken up about him nor they 
dtuat eat his Bread, and got Honours as well as Advantages from 
him, have ye no Reaſon to ſuppoſe them wiſer than private Per- 
ſons? Do ye think them inferior to you in Knowledge of Duty? 
doth not Charity rather oblige you to think they underſtand the 
Aſefulneſs, Excellency and Dignity of CHRIST better than ye 
doe And conſequently have more Love to him, greater Relpect 
| for him, and hi Eſteem of him than ye have, yet we 
4 hear of no ſuch Stir 


- 


Stir among them, there is never a Motion of this 
in their Head. What mean ye? will ye be {ſuch empty Fools, 


| as to run before the choſen Apoſtles? can ye allow or juſtifie 
1 Pour ſelves in being more forward than Miniſters, if ye do, no 
| Body ele will approve ſuch Manadgement; it's a breaking of _ 
N 2215 | 25 | Tu | | h We boy 

* 155 1 . ; 
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der, there is much Impiidence but ho Prudence in it, ye know 
GOD hath Le them, and others of the like Set as He- 
Flock to lead and guid. his N a Therefore 


goats before 


as Shepherds under CHRIST, it's fit they go before you, and 


by the ſame Appointment as Sheep. left to their Conduct under 


him, ye axe oblidged to follow them; Beware then and take tare 
of your Preceedings, for if ye incline to walk by Rule, ye muſt 
not ſtep out of your Station, nor break Order ſo imprudently, as 
to take the Start before them: But the Affections of thir Women 
was ſo ſtropg and warm to CHRIST, the Motion and Inclination 
of their Heart to ſerve him was ſo powerful, and t Call to 


this as preſent | Duty was ſo clear, that abandoning Conference 


with Fleſh and Blood in this Matter, and encouraging themſelves in 
the Confident Hopes of ſeeing him, they ſtep over theſe carnal Rea- 


 fonings, with much Eaſe and Freedom. zdly. Some timerous Times- * 


ſervers might ſuggeſt to them, ye know not what Riſque you run, 
when you undertake ſuch a fooliſh and mad Attempt, there is an 
horid and profligate Company of Soldiers about the Grave, cloath- 
ed with their King's Orders and Commiſſion, and its called Rebel- 


tion now to own CHRIST leſs or more; ye will be- ſure to bring 


your ſelves to meikle Trouble, may be it will coſt you your Life and 


your All for attempting this, and yet not 72 your Point either, in- 


deed if King and Council were for it, and if the raffian Soldiers were 
not thete, we could ſay little or nothing againſt your going, but aſ- 


ſuredly ye will be taken Notice of; ye will be proclaimed Rebels the 


next Day,if it be not worſe; and tho? ye had no Ground to fear this, 
yet we are-ſure, ye have Reaſon to be frighted for the rude unclean 
Soldier Villans, that are keeping Guard about the Grave; becauſe 


the vile Inclinations of their Nature will readily inſtigate and Prem 
0 


them, to abuſe and ſpoil your Bodies. But we ſee, they | 
up this Difficulty alſo, their longing was ſo great to be at him: The 
Caſe is, as if thir Women had ſaid, In owr LORD do we Truſt, ue will 
not fear what Man can de, they are but frail; he as GOD can cafily 


reſtrain them, we will through, that we may meet with him. 4bh. 


Andther Difficalty which the Hiſtory tells us ly before them, was 
That it was not in à clear Day; but in a dark Night, when they 
ventured this Voyage. Matthew ſays, It was but ' dawning 


lay 


— 


n Deyef alen win the "took Journey. Mark and-Lakd 
"44d a” 2 5 3 


* 
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ſay, It was early in the Morning when they came to the place. „ ſays, 
It was yet dark when they were come to the Grave's Mouth. Now ſome 


raw Diſciples or ſome ſuch as theſe among us, who wait unwarrant- 


ably for the Seaſon of Duty might beſpeak them thus, Verily it is ſo 
dark ye will never get the way kept, have ye better Eyes than other 
Folk, do ye ſee better than we do; ſtay but till Day-light, at leaſt 
till the dark Hour paſs, which uſually happens before Day break 
that ye may ſee better, and Light may be growing on your Hand, if 
ye do not, dug certainly go wrong,and ye know not in that Caſe, 
what Trouble ye may meet with; have Patience, and wait till it be 
bright Day, and may be ſome of us will go alongs with you. Nay, 
but Love is ſo ſtrong in their Boſom, they can ſtay no longer, they 
weary till they win at him, and get another Meeting with him, the 
Temptation of Company, and the Diſcouragement of wanting it 
hath no Influence upon them;they chooſe rather to go along than be 
ſtopt in their Journey by a fruitleſs Delay. 5:hly. Some ot their 
Neighbours might ſay, Ye are but frail tender Women naturally 
timerous and fearful, this is an unadviſed and deſperate Attempt 
ſor you, the place is a common burying Place, many a Maleſactor 
and ill Doer 15 lying in and about Golgotha, and we doubt not but the 
Devil has a great ntereſt in the Bodies of ſome,” who ly there-; yea, 
it's probable, and more than ſuppoſable. he may ( eſpecially in the 
Night Time) aſſume their Likeneſs, and come and tright you our 
of your Wits, it may be ye will meet with Ghoſts or Spirits goi 
thereabout, that may vex you ſadly, and breed you meikle Milſchicf 
ee ye win to the Grave ; But the Holy Ghoſt the good Spirit of 
the LORD had filled their Hearts ſo full of Love to CHRIST · and 
Zeal for him, that you ſee they will not be hindered in the Courſe of 
their Obedience, nor ſtopt from performing known Duty with the 
 flaviſh Fear of any evil Ghoſt or Spirit, and from their forwardnefs to 


ſerve him in ſuch Circumſtances, we may ſafely conclude they had 


been ere this time by divine Grace made Perfect in Love; for now 
it is ſo Powerful and Effecacious in them, as by it flaviſh Fears are 
in an eminent Meaſure caſt out, 6thly, Some even of themſelves 
might ſay, there is a | Jag Stone upon the Grave, and the ruffian 
Soldiers are keeping Watch upon it, we gare but filly, weak and in- 
firm Women, who will rol] us away the and how will we get 

the Centinels Leave to paſs fote ward. and accompliſu SIT: 


Po 
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this was a great Objection which might have ſtartled. them indeed, 
and we hear they had ſomething of this through Mouth las they-paſ- 
ſed on their Juurney;but we mayobſerve notwithſtanding they went 

ay ſoreward, this neither made them ſand ſtill nor go -A 
that Difficulty allo, in the hope · of ſecing him once again: The Caſe 
is as if they had ſaid, it makes no Matter tho we get all our Backs 
broken rolling away the Stone, if ſo be we could but get a Meeting 
with our deareſt LORD. It remains now in the laſt place for our 
Encouragement in imitating this worthy Example, I ſhould Notice 

what thir honeſt Women beyond other Followers of CHRIST re- 
ceived from him as a reward of Grace; for their Zeal, Forward- 
neſs, Conſtancy, Courak „Cc. evidenced. in this noble Piere of Ser- 
vice they had wreſtled —— have heard) through many Difficul- 
ties to be at him, he will not ſufer them to be Loſſers at his Hand; 
and therefore in a way ol Surprize he gratifies them with rare At- 
tainments, ſpecial Honours and great Advantages, which he had 
reſerved as Peculiar for them, and would not allow to o- 
ther. P05 n 27 75 e 8 
Firf, They ſee it confirmed, how highly CHRIST is eſteemed in 
Heaven, for they are made Witneſſes ot Angels being ſent from thence 
to attend his Grave. 24% They. get a Sight ot CHRIST, and a 
meeting with him, be comes himlelf, and confirms them of thoſe 
things, which the Angels had told them, 30%. They get the Honour 
of a Commiſſion from the Angels, and again from CHRIST's own 
Mouth to go and adminiſter Conſolation to the Diſciples : One 
would have thought it more proper, that the Diſciples ſhould rather 
have been employed in preaching Conſolation to them; Nay, but 
they are made the Apoſtles Ambaſſadors to bring the glad News of 
of a riſen CHRIST. 4+hly. They had a ſpecial Regard to CHRIST 
beyond others, and he pays them home in their own, Coin, he hath 
a tender regard of them, there was an Earthquake, an Appearance 
of Angels, the Bodies of Saints riſing out of their Graves, and many 
other terrible and fearſul Sights. tor ſilly Women to behold, but he 
hath a Simpathy with them, and by his Augels beſpeaks them ſoftly, 
Fear not ye, &c. 5thly. They receive Refreſhment in ſeeing the ſweet, 
tall and compleat out- making of CHRIS T's Promiſe to them, he 
had reivefhed them before with the Promile, when he preached 2 
them: Nut now he refreſhes. them again with the Impliment a 8 


= 
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out-making thereof, ſor. now in ee they both ſee and feel it · 
6thly. He makes them uſeful to all their Neighbours round about, 


to Miniſters and People, to Diſciples, Apoſtles and other Followers 
of CHRIST, in being the firſt Inſtruments of ſending Abroad the : 


iure and joyful Report of his Refurre&ion ; For which cauſe among 


the Godly, their Name and Memory is Famous and Savoury, and 
en... ne 
But fearing I have offended in making this Degreſſion for Reaſons 
foreſaid, and others that might be added, begging your Excuſe, I re- 
turn to ſuggeſt the third comprehenſive Inſtance deſigned for ſoluti- 
on of the Enquiry,how the LORD evidenceth his Anger againſt 


us, even this, That he doth it by threatning us with terrible things : 
in Righteouſneſs. Pſal. 65, 5. Few will deny, but that many dreadſul, 


great, heavy and apparently ſevere Judgments do hover in Aſpest, 


which he in Juſtice might have (and ſome do wonder that he hath - 


not) long ere now executed, or at leaſt in ſome eminent Mealure . 
inflicted ; and therefore ſuſpicious of your being wearied with for- 
mer Enlargements, I reſtrict my ſelf in this to four Particulars : 
which I think'Remarkable. 0 4 0006000 34020) megtge Pe 
The fri? whereof,ſhall be, His abſolute and pofitive Threatning, to give 
np with us Judicially, reject us entirely; forſake us utterly, depart from us 
univerſally, and caſt us of tall „ fo as we be no more his People. He hath + 
been by many diſmal Diſpenſdtions of Providence, ſounding this Alarm loudly : 
in our Ears theſe ſeveral Tears bypaſt, and ftitito thi Day continues blow> \ 
ing the ſame Trumpet with the ſame Voice lowder amd lowder from his 
Word, and by his Servants telling us, He is about to remove our, 
Candleſtick out of its place, put out our (Goſpel Light, take away the 
very Symbols of his Preſexce from among ut, deliver his Ark into the 
Hands of the Philiſtines, remove the Glory from our Iſrael; and in 
Effect to take an eternal Farewel of us, he is minting auay-ward, he is as 
1t were upon the Door threſhold, many degrees of his Departure are al-. 
ready difcernable, which 1 cannot here allow my ſelf particularly to. conde- 
ſcend upon; ſuch as the Deſerting of his People inſtantly mentioned, the re- 
moval of his moſt eminent Servants, the growth of- Prophantty, the Decay of 
Piety, &c: TOE eee nnd | 


"How for che quidkeing, eiving and Pate of ou dail and 
dead Hearts, under che clear Evidences and-belieymg Impreſſions of 
this threatning we ſhould frequently retire alone, and ſequeſtrate 
9 . . :*- ne 


% -\ 


— — — — ons» 


| "them before him as the procuring Cauſe of his DPiſpenſation, 
And condemn” ourſelyes 28 hainous Tranſgreſfours, Juſtify and vin 
ALieate him as r. | 
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our ſelves from the World, "that with the more Deliberatiori; Seriouſ- 
- neſs and Compolure of Spirit, we may conſider, ponder and impar- 


tially weigh, amidſt other things theſe three. Fyſt, The Greatneſs of 
our Loſs, its a Loſs unexpreſſable, which takes away our all with it, 
when we loſs GOD we may ſay as Micah, what have we more, our 
Life, our Proviſion; our Safe-guard, our Protection, our Shield ot 


Defence, our Strength, our Comfort, our whole Portion, our all is 


gone when he is gone; So then the loſs we are threatned with is of 
weighty Importance, and will be ot fatal Conſequence. But, 2dh. 
Conſider alſo the Sinfulneſs of the State and Miſery of the Condition, 
' whereinto we are brought, and into which we are left by this Lots; 
- when we are left of GOD, then uſually we are given up to a Repro 


© bate Senſe, we walk and wander after the vain and wicked Courſes of 


our corrupt Heart, we” chooſe Delufont, believe? Lies, &c. when he 


„ * 


ceaſeth to be a Reptover to us, then without Conviction and Con- 


* 


tradiction, we work all Manner of Wickedneſs with Greedineſs, and 


When he turns our Enemy, he ſets all our other Enemies both Spi- 


ritual and Tempotal louſe upon us, our Caſe then is much like that 
of King Saal, The LORD ( ſaith he) is partid fron? me, and the Phi- 


liſtines are gathered together againſt me. Yea, to avenge the LORD'sC 
Qaarrel, all rhe Creatures in the Creation are engaged againſt us, and 


we may aſſure our ſelves, they will work our Hurt and Ruin, as far 
as they get either Commiſſion or Permiſſion. 3h. + Conſider the 
irrepareableneſs of this Lofs, when once ſuſtained,” all the Word 
cannot make it up, other things may divert and carry us off ſor a 
time, but its only himſelf, nothing ace 6 eue leſs can edifice, 
comfort, ſupport ſupply or refreſh us in our Trouble and Diſtreſs. 


Moreover, tho* the Creature of it felt could do us Service and be 
* Readable this Way, yet it's only in the Enjoyment of the Creator 


himſelf that we are happy, we are {till Miſerable, whatever elle we 
enjoy while he is a wanting 8 

©. Secondly, Under the: Conſideration of theſe Things, we ſhould be- 
- moan the Sinfulnefs and Miſery both of our preſent and apparent 
Condition, freely, fully, particularly, and impartially make Conſeſ- 


* 


= 


ſion and Acknowledgment of our Offences to GOD, aggravate 


blame 


. 


righteous in all his Ways, come in his Will with _ 


, T 
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ble Submiſſion, - take all in good Part out of his Hand, as EA and 
David; Accept willingly the Puniſhment of our Tniquity and bear bis In- 
 diguation patiently ; turn both in Affection and Practice from every 
Evi, eſpecially from the Particulars which we know have offended 
him; turn alſo with our whole Heart willingly, humbly, and chear- 
3 ug yo the Hand that ſmites us, encourage and cheriſh Convictions 
ol Guilt, never ſuffer them to wear off our Spirit till they produce 
- unteigned Repentance and ſincere univerſal Reformation; lament and 
. mourn after him, follow him as it were Step by Step, endeavqur 
. carefully in all Things to pleaſe him; watch againſf and be loath to 
do what may further offend him, wreſtle, cry, pray, and plead impor- 
tunately and fervently with him that he may yer ſtay among us, re- 
| ule to let him go. ;.lay violent, Hands (I do peak) upon him, uſe 
| - holy and humble Freenels, Familiarity and Boldneſs with him; im- 
prove diligently all poſſible Means and Moien to conſſrain him ſtrive 
and endeavour to bring him into our Mother's Houle, beg and in- 


h, | ». +4 Pg 9. wi] 
and unwilling. he is to leave 


- vileges, Deliverances, Advantages,” and Attainments, to delight in 
theſe withoutScrouple and Prejudice,to love them dearly, eſteem them 


II! 


** * 
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ß)  _ fig, 
milie and Kingdoms, hath e betu verified to our ceridie Knowledge. \ * 
On hearing and confidering of which, Scotland's Tababitants. have great 
Reaſon to believe and fear, for verily he hath” been threathing this long ©. 
Time, to break down what he hath built, and pluck up what he hath * 
planted among us. And now, poſſibly, becauſe we continue (till olſtinae 
againſt bis Reproofs, and impenitent under. his Patience, he ſeems probably... © 
at this Day ts be proceeding one Step further, i. e. To turn our Enemy. 
ro fight againſt us, to lay the whole Land deſolate, and break us: 

with Breach upon Breach, till we be utterly ruined. e. 

Many Symtoms of this do viſibly appear, were we, capable to no- 

tice them The Coldnefs and Decay of Chriſtian Love: The An- 

nimoſities, Differences, and irreconcilablè Diviſions : The raſn 

Cenſures and uncharitable d of one another. The Contenti---— 
on, Envy, Diſdain, and many other ſuch like Evils common among 

Profeſſors, are evident Prognoſticks of our near approaching Ruine, 

Lions and Tigars do bite and devour: But it is not the Nature of 

CHRIS T's meek ſpirited Sheep to do ſo. And when theſe in his 

Flock who reſemble Rams and He- goats, do puſh their Heads agaiuſt 

each other, it betokens a ſevere. Storm being near. I mind Mr. Ri- 

chard Ster in a little Paper lately printed, called The Looking-g/afs, faith, 

We have natione Prognoſtick of Ruine, that he thinks more ſpeaking than thi _ _ 
general and almoſt univerſal Infatuatiun that all Sorts of men are under:; f 
which is ſuth, that ( he ſays) he looks upon it to be really judicialy tnflifted ' if 
of GOD immediately by VVay of Judgment and Curſe, and'as a Fore-runs 
ner of theſe deſolating Judgments that hung viſibly over us, and likely de- 
ry ſuddenly to fal down. Then he adds, Even the Heathens' had this © 
Obſervation bf old ſo common that it became a Proverb among them;thusEngli+ _ 
ſhed, YVhen GOD has a Mind to puniſh a People, he infatuates them ' 
fore Hand. And agreeable to this, Fam obliged to think, the great” 


and inaccountable Loſs of ancient 9 Rights and Liberties, Ws 


ſacred, and civil, which at this Day we fũſtain, and the lamentable 

Grievances which we now, ly under by Reaſon thereof, are {o "may... 

ny Degrees of this Deſolation atreddy taken Place ing ng us, - the? , 5 

that lanched us into thir deep Waters, when they yielded to uen 

ſinful, diſhonourable and ruining Propoſals; e 1 615 6 N 
But with Referefice to this Threatning, confidering GOD'S ð ͤ 

Controverſy againſt W . * 

2 . 5 , | VL | * f W, . | 
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wh and try our Hearts y any Means prying con- 


73S, 


| 100 0 ally in and about ourſel ves, m ing a narrow 1 fer Ini - 


ch, we may be 85 to find. out every Evil whigh ime. ; paſt 
N een, a preſent i is, or in. Time comipg may, be Yo <nſive to him: 
or, the holy Scri 7 do frequently aſſure us, That unknown Sins 
muſt be diſcovered a a Ee n before his Controverſy ceaſe 
ang to, be fare. all known, Eyils mult likewiſe be repented gl, and — ; 
red d with, all 1051 alſo p/ ae and every wicked Practice departed 
| ee our bag 7 ets roo mend; in doing of, which, the Ho- 
| BA "Ghoft is much to be.depended upon: For, he . that ſearcherh 
9 1 + is 99 525 w 1 the Secrets and Deceits thereof; 
and only who. worketh in us both, zo will.a 71 to do, doth, by his In- 

_ flaence enable us tc mortify the Deeds of the Bo Tie in a ſpe- 
cial Manner 2 —4 be EN his Afance muſt, be. called; tor, 
2 and his Help te we Can. be br brought up ta, this 
f Armen 
ile . re 2 158 with us, we, mould reſalve \ 
- WE kart ip foreſaid oh Oh Aſſiſtance of Grace in the Uſe. WV: 

| them t to png . 8 liſh our own +3: de 1.08. © each of. 
us Partie For, if every one could mend one, 
mee rat} would be turned A and ning guh 


ted; 1 Order to which, we. 
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Poffibility of averting, or at leaſt deverting it; and if it muſt come 
to boy their Account with it, provide for it, ſtrengthen themſelves 
againſt it, and make fate a divine Shelter where they may be ſafe 
from the Harm and Hurt of it, that by the Help of Grace the) 
may be able to fend; and bear up honeſtly through the Hazar 
and Dangers, which they fhall be expofed to: When the Blatt of \ 
' theterrible Ones cometh as a Storm agammft the FVall. ©. 
- "Fourthly, We ſhould be fare to ſecond CHRIST in his Motions 
toward our Reformation- and Recovery, which may be done ſeve- 
ral Ways; particularly, by urging importunately and ay” 
_ earneſtly, That he may ap ſeaſonably and act zeatouſly for his 
own Glory ih Behalf of his Work and Tntereſt. 7aiah exhorts 
us while we are endeavouring thus, to give him nd Reft. And 
other Scripture Saints adviſeth us to cry, Gird thy Sword on thy Ih. 
Awake put on Strength O Arm of the Lord. Give not thin?_ Inherita ce 
to Reproach, Suffer not the Enemy to blajpheme, &c. Furthermore, 
EFiſthiy, We ſhould endeavour to have our Hearts ſo weaned from 
earth] Ray rn is as never to be overcome by anxious and perplex - 
ing Cares, Fears, or Deſires about the Things of a preſent Life. 
Paul exhorteth us To uſe this VVorld as if we uſed it not. Which plain- 
ly implys, That we ſhould always keep a looſe Grip of out peri- 
| thing and ſublunary Comforts, and graſp no farther than only to he 
| carcleſly careful anent them. Moreover, in our Circumſtances, I 1 
NN think all Men, but eſpecially Profeſſors, are loudly called apoy fo 8 
watch and war againſt 'Selfiſhneſs, private Spiritedueſs, earthly , 
Mindedneis, and an immoderate Love of Life. Reaſon tells us, it's 
_ unſeaſonable-in any, when deſolating Judgments are threatned, to 
be ſeeking great Things. But then, much more both unſeaſonable 
and unſuteable is it in thoſe to do it, who profeſs. to have choſen . 
| GOD as their Portion, tho? yer alas! they are too oft found guilty - 
(7 of r 5 gre „as Jer. 45. 5. This was likely to have been 
nl the Sin and Fault df godly Baruch in a parallel Caſe, had not -the 
1 LORD himtelt timouſly prevented, and expreſly diſcharged him 
from it : Upon which ſome have obſerved, when this Inclination is 
frequent among the more eminent, it is a {ad Omen of near appro- ' - 
aching Ruin. 1s Pre Dee ae rny ig ug ER fon 
Sixthiy, The Impreſſions of this Threatning ſhotild- oblige us with 
our outmoſt Care and 3 to endeavour the ſecuring of all 
25 : 2 . | 3 
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our Intereſts in GOD's Favour: As Hyſt, y an Intereſt in CHRIST, 
and our Right to the Promiſes through him, to ſecure our Souis 
Salvation in the Covenant of Grace; for this is the only Way to 
provide our ſelves Shelter and Protection under the Shadow of him 
that is a Covert from the Storm: And here to remove ſlaviſn Fears 
and carnal Doubts, in ſuch an evil and tfoubleſome Time, we ſhould 
dwell deep and large upon the Meditations and believing Impreſſons 
of the Wiſdom, Power, Faithfulneſs, Care and Love of GOD. exer- 
© __ Ciſed always towards his own, and of the Infinity, Eternity and Un- 
changeableneſs of thele in him. That Secondly, With greater Con- 
fidence and Comfort, we may ſecure and lay over our Family Con- 
cerns and Poſterity Concerns upon him 
SGevenbhy, We ſhould endeayour and be ſure always, but eſpe- 
cCially at ſuch a Time, to lay down our own Ends and Intereſts, 
and wholly. to take upon us GOD's Cauſe, to do all for him, and 
to act always as under him, to make uſe of our Souls 
and Bodies, and the Concerns of both, as his Inſtruments at his 
Diſpoſal, to be imployed in his Service; So ſhall we happily an- 
{wer the Chief End. of our Creation, even tho“ his Jadgments 
mould bring us to Deſolation : GOD. created Man for his own 
"= ' "Glory, not that Man ſhould ſeek himſelt; but when Man tell, he 
tell ont of GOD into himſelf, out of that divine Order, and 
Compoſſure in which GOD had made him, into a Maſs of Con- 
fuſſion, from a pure Love of GOD into a corrupt Selt-Love and 
Selt-ſecking. Let none of us preſume to deny this; for if we do 
but deſcend. into our own Hearts, and obſerve the Actings, In- 
' tents and Contrivances ot them, we. cannot but abſerve how con- 
fuſedly and abominably all work together, for the pampering, plea- 
ſing and advancing of Self; And we are not to think. becauſe we 
do not preſently diſcover this in our ſelves, that therefore it is not 
* - 'ſo with us: Nay, for in {ome Degrees it is ſo even in the tru- 
Il regenerate, as far as they have the Relicts of Corruption in them, 
8 far they have in their Souls this Self-Love: Now this Diſor- 
der in out Minds; whereby we are taken off from our right Ends, 
is that very natural Corruption and Depravedneſs which we re- 
ceeived from Adam, this is ſpiritual Death, whereby we are dead 
in Sin, the Fruit of the firſt Curſe, Thou ſhalt ſurely Die. The Soul's 
_ Life in this World is it's being in GOD, living to him, and 


enjoy- 


— 


— 
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enjoying of him, and the Soul's eternal Lite will be to know GODs- 
"fo as to be formed into his Likneſs; and received into a full Parti- 
cipation of him, and Communion with him. The Soul's Death 
here, is png fallen off ſrom GOD, and carried into it ſelfs - 
and it's eternal Death will be an utter Separation from him. Man- 
kind being this, fallen. from GOD, CHRIST is ſent for this ver? 
End to bring Man hack again to GOD, and then Man is brought 
back to GO effectually when he is brought out of that State of 
Selt-Love into that State whereby he gives up himſelf wholly un- 
to GOD, Thus the Soul being quickened by the Spirit of GOD 
leaveth off living to it felt which, was its Death, and liveth to 
GOD. which is its Life: Here comes in the great Duty of de- 
nvying our ſelves for CHRIST's Sake, which we ſhould be always 
exerciſed in the Study and Practice of, and yet indeed this were 
no Duty if there were nothing in us contrary to GOD, this then 
is our preſent Duty to ſeek the Things of GOD before our own, 
to lay down his Glory. as the Foundation of all our Actions, and 
- if there be any Thing in us contrary to that, to give it no Leave 
to ſtand in Competition with him, Were this deeply rooted in 
out Hearts, how would Contention, Anger, Wrath, Heart; bur- 
nings and all Things of that Nature ceaſe? ſuch Inflaence hgth 
- the taking GOD's- Part againſt S upon the Quiet and Peace of * 
Men, that it cannot be without it: We ſee how wiſely GOD 
| hath ordered Things, that the very Act ot Men's. being off from 
GOD ſhould be the Cauſe of the Confuſſi on, Debate, Deviſion, War, 
Miſery, &c. That we ate either threatned with, or puniſhed by, 
and what can be more equal and juſt than this; That GOD who-- 
is the Author of our Being, ſhould be the End of our Being? Let 
us then earneſtly pray and carefully endeavour, that once more our 
Minds may be again reduced to the happy Frame of living whol- 
ly to GOD, and that we may be wrought up to a thorow Pre- 
judice againſt Salf, which ſtands between us and true Peace; for. 
ſhort of this we can neither avert threatned Judgments, nor ſecure 
our ſelves againſt the Smart of them: But Siſting here, I pro- | 
. ceed _to.anomer Partigular.. | 1h ED 7 TS re; 2 
_ » Thirdly, Theſe ſeveral Tears * have been mam Times alarm: \ 
ed with. the Terrors, and terrible Threats of Papilts;- Epiſcopal Ma- bk 
lignants and other Jacobites, both at Home Fr Abroad; an Helliſh. - 
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| Crew of wicked, cyuel and malicious Enemies. ſome of whichthave more fecret- 
ly unger-hand deſigned, and others more open) avowed their luclinat ions 
© and" Intententions to Invade us Time = Time, 'that they might ob- 
' tain. their longed for Opportunity to deprive and ſpoil us of. our Value- 
able Enjoyments, and bring ut under intolerable Toke. of Bondage, by 
making us Slaves to Foreign. Strangers and Arbitram Power; And 
h by the merciful Providence of GOD they have been ſeveral Nimes 
e hy 5 ph yet Hill even at "this Du they ceaſe not to 
m and diſturb us: For ſince their laſt Defeat we have frequent 
ly heard of. their intending and attempting to bring neu laid Menſures 
to Execution agaiuſt us, that by ſo doing (if they cam be permitted ) 
they may entirely rob and bereave 'us of all dur precious 'Priviledges, and 
preſent Advantages, Now with Reſpect to this Threatning, know- 
ing and believing that Civil Government is an Ordinance of GOD 
ſpecially inſtitute and appointed by him, for the Happineſs, Fe- 
city and good of Mankind, | + r 
Insa the 7 Place, We ſhould look upon Governors and Rulers 
as impowered, inveſted and authorized by GOD; Pr there 15 | 
no Power but of GOD, the Powers that be, are owlained ef bim, he | 
puts down one, and ſets another up, it's -by him that Kings reign and 
Princes Rule, even all the Judges and Noblesof the Earth, - Secondly, Tho 
there be ſome Preſumptuous and ſelf willed Sinners among us who diſpiſe 
Government, and ſpare not to ſpeał evil of Dignities; Let becauſe © 
|. -Rulers are inſtalled by GOD, and clothed with his Vicegerancy : 
We ſhould take Care and be ſure for gur Part to love them, ho- 
nour them, and eſteem them highly, as far as they bear Relation 
to GOD, and hold their Authority from him. -34/y, We ſhould 
be willingly ſubject to them, and always ready to give cheerful O- 
bedience to their Laws, when not contrary to the Laws of GOD. 
Fourthly, Tho Magſtrates, Judges and ſupreme Rulers be called 
God's; yet they are but Men, and we ſhould look upon themas 
Men equally corrupt in their Natures as others are: And conſe- 
x. -_ - quently lyable to diſcover their Weakneſs, Frailty and Infirmity as 
| much as others do, yea, they are-oft-times attacked and ſurround- 
ed with more and more violent Temptations to Sin than other 
Men; and therefore in Charity aud Sympathy towards them, we 
. ould always endeaveur our outmoſt to excule them, by putting the 
beſt and moſt favourable Conſtructions upon their Actions and Pro- 
88 % NF: | ceeding 
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coexdlings. - which with the Safety of our o Conſcience, and the 


Honour un; GOD Cauſe and Truth poſſibly. we can, that in the 


Uſe of lawful Means we may perſwade and ang e our fellow 
Subjects, as well as our ſelves to loye them, eſteem. them, honour - 


2 them, obey them, and. ſubmit: to them in all Things agreeable to | 


the Rules of our Duty preſcribed in the Scriptures. But when 


kheir ills do paſs the Bounds of our Charity and Peace - of 
Conſcience to excuſe or defend, then it's our Part 19 Sigh for the 
 Abominations dane: To lament and mourn over their 8 Pete 


| 4 010 — and Short-comings, together with our own; and to 


a on. about the Throne ot Grace with theſe Complaints i in onr 
Jour, till the LO furniſh us with an „ of teſti- 

againſt them in a regular Joint, more publiek 44 lucceſs- 
| 1 ay. Hfibiy, We ſhould: to our outmoſt Ability, willingly 
and cheerlylly make ready Payment of their juſt Dues, and noways 


defraud them: For s. what the Apoſties do frequently ex- 
hort and. adyiſe upon this Head in their Epiſtles; We are oblidg- 


ed and :engouraged by the Precept 1 Example of their = 5 
or 


Maſter, to opſerye.and perform this Duty, he not only exh 

the People; 10 Ceſar bis Due, but alſo commanded” Peter 2 pa 
the Poll Taxation, for: him and himſelf, 
Uſe. of an Heathen Emperor, an 


that e ſtraitned for Want of Money, and obliged to work 4 


the. LORD's: People: in Nebemiah's: Time; who m 
nds, and. ſold their Children to et the Dues paye 
aeg and diſaffected Magiſtrates 
| 5 Is % le „e ſhould like ways encourage, affift and ftren; 
; Sas far as we ate © capable, - 
1 n Demands of us, teudisg: te t 
Welfare, of Church and 1 Wealth, 

TE ur. Lives. with them; and for” them 


W. „ 


which ilt 


Peace, Safety and. 
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tho' he knew it went to the i 
' [likeways might have ay x 

Exemp! . upon account of the Chillen being free; yea, tho”at _ 

ace © e he could advance: itz © Mate h. 17. 24; which gives 
— to fear, That ſome among us may be condemned for their 


Deficiency, this Way ( iF not-ſhamed- from it) by rhe e ee .of 
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_ we are exceedingly weakned, waſted, 
Sacred and Civil Concerns. Eighrly,Fho? ſome of our Rilters be not 
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other Caſes. Sævent hy, With our outmoſt Diligence we | ſhould 
endeavour to lay aſide all theſe Prejudices, Differences and Diviſi- 


aces do mightily prevail among us; or nmr hrs that by them 


| 28 which at this Day, to the Shame and Confuſion of our 


— * 


ſo upright in their Heartss, zealous in their Spirits, ant holy 


in their Lives as they ſhould be; and tho? oft times they do not 
act ſo ſinglely and faithfully for the Glory of GOD, and well ot 


his Church as they ſhould do, yet we ſhould be thanktul to the | 


LORD for ius up; Men of , Wildom, "Courage, Influence and 
| Ot iu 


5 ſiſtance, tho? they were Pagans, and ſo much the rather, berid TM 
they were ſuch; I find David alſo during his Exile, and after- 


Power in a Time ch imminent Danger, and for making uſe 


of them as the Inſiruments in his Hand of our Safety, Preſervation 
and Deliverance. I remember when the LORD ſtirted up the Spi. 
rit of Cyrus, Darius, Artaxerxes and other Perfian Monarchs to fa- 
vour his Church under their Captivity, when he- inclined ' them to 
ſend Home, ſome of the Captives, with the Encouragement of Royal 
Aſſiſtance, and Letters of Liberty to repair the Temple, and 
build up Ferulalem, Ezra, Nehemiah, and the Godly at that Time 
rejoiced greatly in that Favour of Providence, and many 4 Time 
with Hearts full of Joy, gave Thanks both to GOD and Inſtru- 
ments; > To GOD bor putting ſuch à Thing in the Hearts of = 
theſe Rulers, to Inſtruments, tor granting ſuch à great Deliyctance 
and countenancing ſuch a Work with their ſpecial Favour and Af 


ward frequently. praing GOD with joyful + Lips for preſerving and 
delivering him from Saul's Cruelty, tho at that Time the only 


Inſtruments in GOD's Hand that wrought all his Deliverances 


wett a ſew diſtreſt, diſcontented, vain, idle ſpend- Thriſt Men; 


And 1 reckon when he ſaw GOD work 1o wonderfully in his 


hs 


Favours by ſuch inſufficient,” baſe and deſpicable Means, he had 


| the more Realon to be thankful. ; Moreover the Apoſtle Pau ex- 


horts us as to pray, {0 alſo. 70 give Thanks for Kings,” and Men in 
Authority, and advanceth this as the Reaſon, wit. That. under them 


we may. lead quiet e Lives, in all Goalingſo and Honefiy. 
Now Whatever others 


y, I ſuppoſe the ſame Reaſon doth Wrong. | 


ly oblidge us 10 give T hanks tor our pteſent King and Rulers; 
Fo | — | 2 % | 5 


Jang ey — —— — — 


urt and ruined, both in our 


* , | es fon | OW. | * 1 1 4 * 
Aud the Duty of Private Cbriſfiam. 7 *. 
Becauſe by the Favour of Divine Providence under the Prote&tion. 
and Countenance of publick . we may at this Day 
ſafely and comfortably enjoy the free Uſe and Exerciſe: of our holy 
Religion, even in its Primative Puri ty, if the Fault be not in, or 
among our ſelves : For whatever Sins or , Defe&ions. be among 
the preſent Conſtitution of Rulers, hep have not. hitherto ( ſo t 
as I know ) perſecuted any Perſon meer iy for Riehteouſneſs Sabe; nay; 
on the contrary they have given, and ſtill do give full Power, 
and free Liberty to 25 7 an to live as holily and religiouſly 
as he pleaſes, And beſides ſince it's evident from Inſtance of tlie 
late Unnatural, Groundleſs and ſcarce org ac Rebellion 2 
forgetting other Times) that GOD hath by ſome of theſe Men 
at the Expence of their Blood, and with the Hazard of their Lives 
Inſtrumentally procured to us, this quiet and peaceable Life we e 
now enjoy. When we bury ſuch a fingular Mercy in the Grave 
ot Forgerfulneſs and Ingratitude, when we deny GOD 2 
and Praiſe that is due to him for ſuch a Mercy, or when we di 
iſe and undervalue this Mercy as no Mercy; Becauſe he con- 
Flted not us in making Choice of Inſtruments; ' becauſe we inter⸗ 


1 


tain Exceptions againſt the Inſtruments, which he hath made 
Choiſe of, and imployed, or becauſe thele Inſtruments are attended 
with many Sins, Faults and Faili which we are offended- at, 
and Contemn them for. Then 7 


| in ſo doing we are certain 
ilty of making an Odious, finful and prophane Abuſe of GOD's 


- 


mentioned. 5 3 5 
Laſtly, To ſum up what I intend here, we ſhould pray much and 
fervently, for all ſuch as have the Management of publick: Affairs 
both in Church and Be 5 2 2 84 our prejudiced _— | 
running upon an uncharitable Extream, do frequently except againſt - 
this Peice of Duty, pretending, They have neither freedim to pray: for 
our Rulers, nor join with them in Worſhip, becauſe they account them tu be 
rejected of GOD, for acting and walking contrary to his Laws ; which ot 
my part I dare not ſo much as 4 to be true, tho' with reſ 
to ſome of them, I labour under my own Fears anent it ; But in Re- 
gard they who avow this Pretence, are Men endued with Reaſon; 
and I hope alſo qualified With Religion, I do in all Humility earneſt- 
ly defire of chem they WW 


— 


— — — 


A 


* 


\ 


And the Duty of private Cin 91 - | 


found all the wicked and helliſh Deſigns of theſe evil Men, our mali- 
cious and unreaſonable Enemies, whether at Home or Abroad, that 

diſturb our Peace, envy the Settlement, and moleſt the Tranquility 
of our King, in as far as they are CHRIS T's Enemies, and the Ene- 
mies of his Church in theſe Lands and through Europe. '3dly. Pray 


for GOD's Protection and Favour to this Church and Nation, That 


to be well buckled; in Order to which among 


as Birds fleeing, the LORD of Hoſts may defend our ſerulalem aud deli- 
wer it, and paſſing over he may preſerve. it. 4thly. Pray for a reviving. 

of the ancient Spirit of Zeal and Livelineſs among all Ranks, and for 
the powering out,of a covenanting Spirit plentifully and univerſally; 
that our ſolemn Covenants may be renewed and honoured. yet once 
more, aꝑd that a pure and unfeigned Reformation may be throughly 
advanced, for then ſball we be a bappy People, a People ſaved by the Lord,, 
he ſhall be the Shield of our Help, and the Sword of our Excellemy, our K- 
nemies ſhall be found Liers unto us, and we ſhall tread upon their high. 
Places: So ſome other pieces of Duty ſuteable to this particular, I 


refer to be hinted in Anſwer to the next, becauſe I haſten, 


een G1 on eee enen ne 
Fourthly, We ay e threatned at this Day with horrid Errors and nl 
nable Defections ( which if we be not aware of ) may readily. imfeli aul in- 
fuence.us hot h in Principle rattice, Heart and Liſe; For ſome Men. 
pretending Friendſhip, dre endeauouring to Corrupt us ub the Error of 


their unſound and pernicious Doctrines and others (if net! (alſo fame of the © 


fame ) with the iifuenrue Example of  pheiv lune, lax and, d, 
Prattices, and ſad Experience in many Luflances | hath mad: Rude that. 
fuch falle Friends as theſe unfaithfully managing their publick Charge, both 
in Church aud Slate, have ſometimes nh and ſometimes deceitfully ( for 
carnal, ſelfiſh, ſinful and private ) ye ilded up the auciently recetued and 
earnefily contended for Priviledges of our Church, and Principles of aur baly. 
Religion, yea,in ſeveral Reſpects haue alſo declined Goſpel Honeſty, the Pra- 


degenerat ing 


Fire of fincere Godbneſs through the Tenor of their Converſagion, an: ei 


mighty in corporative with ur Natures, that we are in Hazard byit , 


, T eee eee En S 
* Now it we would be preſerved from this, in the firk Place, with all 
earpelt Feryour and Diligence we ſhould endeavour, for our Part, 

"3... 


muft take ſpecial Care, and be ſure of theſe three. rig, To, barg 


a folid Foundation firmly , id ven 1s, has i 0 f. We mult 
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10 Scotland'r preſent Circumſtances, 


have our Judgments well informed, our Conſciences awed, our Af- 
fections warmed, and our whole Heart fixed, ſtabliſmed and confirmed 

im all the ſubſtantial Truths, which are revealed to us in, and from 
the Word of G0, and in all the foundamental Principles of the 


Reformed Religion agreeable thereunto, which we avow, 
feſs: For if this be not before Hand attained ; when the T 


and pro- 
rial comes 


we will be eaſily ſhaken from them, and toſſed like Children too and 
with every Wind of Doctrine. 2dly. We mult be ſare to have 2 
earts impreſt with the real Perſwaſion and firm Belief, That the 


Knowledge and Practice of theſe Truths of GOD, and Pri 
of Religion are abſolutely and indiſpenſibly neceſſary in O 


nciples 
rder to 


Salvation : For ſhort of this we will neither eſteem ſo highly of 


them, as we ſhould,” when Freedom and Liberty is allowe 


d us, nor- 


| ſuffer for them ſo faithfully as we ought,” when we are ſtraitned and 
put to the Trial. 3dy. We mult be ſure to have our Hearts equally 
impreſt with the like Perlwaſion and Belief, that the keeping up of 
our Profeſſion; and Holding the Beginning of our Confidence ſteadfaſt unto 


the End,; is no leſs neceſſary in 


rder to Salvation ; for- we are ex- 


- preſly commanded 20 contend earneſtly for the Faith i g. To avow,main- 
«rain and defend theſe Truths of GOD, and Principles of our Reli- 
jon before Meh to the outmoſt of our Power ; under the Certi- 
fication, That if we give Back and deny them, we ſhall fall into 
Perdition, and be denied of the LORD EUS when he cometh in his 
Glory, with all his holy Retinue: Which minds me of two very ſute- 
able exhortations anent this Point given by the Apoſtle Paul, one 
is, To hold fai? the Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering: Another 

is, To fland fas? in one Spirit, with one Mind ſtriving together for the Faith 

of the Goſpel. And in Order to attain ſuch Evangelical Perfection, 
we ſhould endeavour and be ſure, Firſt, To have a true Copy or 

- Tranſcript, of GOD's Law written in our Hearts; for he hath aſ- 
fured-us this will make us abide ſo ſtedfaſt, as never to depart from 


him. Secondly; To have a Flame of Love to CHRIST, burni 


ng con- 


tinually in our Breaſts; for by this we are made to eſpouſe him, 
and all his Concerns ſo dearly, cloſly, conſtantly and entirely, as ne- 


ver on any Terms to part either with him, or the leaſt Hoo 
pertains to him. Nuradly, To have fixt and ſteady Views of 
for when we-ſet the LORD always before ys, then accordin 


| . 2 . 1 | 8 
©, Fairh and Experience of che Flalmiſt, we ball never be moved. 


ve that. 
GOD; 
to the 
Fourth. 


— 


| Andthe Duty of private Cxriſtiau mn. fox 
h, To have a right View and Value of inviſible Things, and di- 
ſth& ſteady Views of Eternity; for by theſe we ſhall be able to prize 


and prefer the Recompence of Reward, and the eternal Inheritance, far 


before all the Light and momentary Afflictions, which we can en- 
dure, or the preſent periſhing Shadows of Comfort, which we can 


enjoy in this Life, HFfibh, To make daily Advancements in Mor- 
tification to the World, and to lawful Enjoyments; but more eſpe- 
cially to all carnal and ſintul Luſts ; for when our Hearts are weaned 
from thefe Things before a Trial come, we will have much eaſier 


parting with them at CHRIST's Call when ic comes. Sixthly, Alb | f | 


the while we are endeavouring after thir Attainments we ſhould be 
ſure to make conſtant Uſe of the Mediator ; for as it's by abiding in 


* 
* 


him that we are made fruitful, ſo it is alſo by drawing Influences of 


Supply, according to our Need from the Fountain and Fulneſs of 
his Grace, that we are made to perſevere; Moreover to aflure us, 
that our Perſeverance is intirely in him, to encourage us to truſt 


him with it and depend upon him for ir, he hath frequently enga- 


Bec himſelf, both to his Father and us, by his faithful Promiſe, that 


e ſhall be forthcoming for all ſuch as believe in him, and make Ule 


os 


of him. 


In the next Place, we ſhould endeavour earneſtly, fervently and 


importunatel to ſeek from GOD the ſanctified Uſe of this Diſpen- 


ſation, and beg of him, That after the Example of the Hahns, 
Pſal 119. 126. We may be helped to make Ute of it, for ſtirring up 
our Spirits, quicking and ſetting Edge upon our Zeal, when the 
Caſe was with him, as it ſeems now to be with us he cried. out, #*s-. 
Time thou work LORD, for they haue made void thy Law. I ſee thy 
Law made void, therefore I love 'is ove Gold ; yea, alove much fis 
Gold, 1 eſteem it concerning all Things to be right, and hate every falſe — | 

ro- 
feſlors, endeavouring to make void GOD's Law, by their unſound 
and pernicious Doctrines, and by their profane and degenerating Pra- 


In Imitation of this, when we ſee falſe Brethren, and corrupt 


ctices; then for our Patt with our outmolt Care and Diligence, we 


ſhould endeavour to cleave more cloſely to the Purity thereof, and 
to eſpouſe it the more nearly and dearly in our Affection, Eſteema- 


tion, Profeſſion and Practice; ſhewing on all Occaſions a qualified 


Hatred and prudent-Recentment toward every Perſon and Thing, 
which hath any the lęaſt Tendency or Inclination tg turn us from 


* 


4, 
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ite For ſhort of this, we will never be able to honour So. 
Cauſe {ufficiently, nor abide by it fo ſtedfaſtly as we ought. - 
Laſeh, It's clear from, Hof: 1. 1, 2. That ; all the LORE 


molt Limits ot theit Station and Capacity, 


Reſolution to be faithful and ſtraight, ore privat 


in E which t 


red icme Thoughts anent this in the firſt Parr, I ſce no Neceſſity for 


repeating or enlarging here: If need be you may view ain, and 
compare what is formerly advanced with the Orthodox lane 


tion ot any judicious Author upon the Yerles there hat 


Farſels of uy, which I have adapted and applied to each of tort | 
y conſidered, — ene be acknow - 
rivate Chriſtians ; ; 


r 
le —— ſeaſonable and neceſſary tor 
CO begging your ſincere Endeavours to raktiſc them. 


D's People | 
who have obtained Mercy ſhould always endeavour even to the out- 
as an Evidence of their 
or more pu- 
bn, as he gives Opportunity to give in their "Fats and 
Lemonſtrances a 1 theſe Errors in Doctrine, and Deſections 
to corrupt the Church i but Nig. delives 


I proceed to diſcourſe the ſecond General, formerly mentioned, 


namely to hint ſome Things anent the Cauſes of GOD's Anger, - 
and the ſad Effects of it among us ; but hating to be tedious, and a 


fearing I be troubleſome I incline to ſcance this in few Words. 


And Fr, To (peak i = compe ndious Terms, I take the principal 7 
Procuring Cauſe of D's Apmer againſt us at this Day, to be what 
I ſuppoſed. before was — evident Sign of his departing from us, u. 


The Grouth of Sin, and Decay of Piety ; for this malignant Gangrene, as 


its infeft;ous 
Degrees of 8 Men, 


Contagion : The Throne, the Court, the Chur 


4 fretring 2 hath ſpread it ſelf every where, no hex tp 2 g 
OP is 

it: No Perſon alſo is free, all Sexes, Serie Ar | 

y Women, high, low, rich, poor, noble and ignoble_ 
are raimed and infected with it; yea, like the Waters of Noah's Fhod it . 


3 


— —.— always aſcending higher and ys 2 eſpecially Il within theſe | 
ten laſt paſt Toars, it hath admirable, diſce 25 eakable Ad- 

.v S that in wiful Experience, what the B EUS long 

8505 ue ſee now exatth accomphiſned, Iniquity doth abound, Cc. 


of al Sorts are commonly committed and alt times avowedly, 3 


— Reprehenſion ;. Tranigreſſions hainouſſy wre ar 


aciitly- and igiouſly multiplied, 1 in 
DeteSions in "ves are become uſual, and almoſt uniyerſal; in a 


* 
» 


rinciple and 2 
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> Word, the inhabitants of this Land bein thus extreamly corrupt 
and hae malt by native — alſo be — ſinful 
and guilty , from which I may ſaſely infer, That many horid Affronts, 
egious Offences and irritating Provocations have been given Times 


the ſame, or others in their Room) with more and more hainous 
ggravations ceaſe not to be renewed againſt him, by Perſons 'of 
Ranks ; for which being angry at us, no Marvel his feirce Mr 


” 


burn hot againſt us. at kan a; . Yin 
., Wuh Reference to this. Epidemical. Circutnſtance briefly hinted, I 
{cap 6 will allow me to ſay, It's ſeaſonable and-. neceſlary for 
private Chriſtians to act and walk as Antipodes, i. e. To tread a Path 
I to the corrupt and ſinful Courſes of the World, to 
bear Head againſt all Evils current in the Time, and as living Fiſh 
to {win againſt the Stream oſ the Multitude, to appear and ſhew 
our ſelves for ſtrict Godlineſs, even when the Floods of Error and 
Profanity do flow amain, and run violently againſt it, to walk with 
GOD, as Enoch, when: all Fleſh have currupted "their Ways, to be u- 
_ #ight in our Generation,” as Noah, when generally it is become adul- 
terous; to be ſingular in our good Choice, | fixt and confident in our 


holy Reſolution, as Joſbuab, tho? all the World ſhould vote againſt us 


with one Conſent, to take up Religion when every one kicks ir off; 
to endeavour Holineſs, tho we know our being ſuch will render us 


vile and contemptible : to take up with deſpiſed Duties, and reſolve 


with David, #0 Js yer more vile; to do good tho we are ſute to be 


evil looked on, evil ſpoken of and evil treated by the Generality of 


Men for fo doing ; to ſtrike in with GOD's Intere ſt, when it is 
ling; to ſtand up alone for the Truth, as Ekjah, when every one 
ſeems to be worſhipping Baal; or as Luther, when the whole World is gane 
awoudering after the Bean; with Mary Magdalen and her Companions 
— you heard) to eſpouſe Religion when the Intereſt thereof 
ems to be at the Weakeſt ; to chuſe Afflictian with: the People of GOD, 
as Moſes; to own our ſelves among that Number, when this M is every 
where ſpoken againſt, diſpiſed and injured, as did theſe three Worthies, 
-Shadrach, Meſbach and Abe It obſervable of them, they nei 
ther feared the Flouts of the Multitude, the Threats of the great ones 


nor the Brand ot Singularity: For when all abe. People, Nara a 


Languages, Princes, Governors, Captains, &c. fell drum and * 


Pd 
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i y gone to a holy and jealous GOD; and that {till to this Day 
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104 - Scotland's preſent Circumſtances, 
de Image, they ſtood ſteadfaſt to their formerly received, Principles; 
- would not ſintully N but valiantly oppoſed it; and ſo ſhould 
we do when Iniquity abounds oT1_ FR 
In the Second Place to be more particular and yet Com- 
pendious, it's evident, That all Evils common among Profeſſors do 
' matively and naturally ſpring forth from the Root of bitterneſs inflant- 
ih mentioned; Here” pleaſe Notice the Aſcent or Gradation of our In- 
| feftion, out of this poyſonable Fountain riſeeh the many Offences and 
: Provecations, which at this Day are frequently given and taken among 


„ 
} 
I | 
= 
| 
4 


all Sorts of Men, and theſe through miſunderſtanding of one another, 
' do always occaſion evil Suſpicions, and hurtful Jealoufits ; then comes 


» : Prejudices and uncharitable Thoughts ' after this  Drineſs 
22 Decay of Chriſtian Affection, and Coldneſs of Love; then 
follows ' naughty and bad Speeches, harſh Cenſures, Differences, Diviſions, 
Animoſities and Siding with Parties, and theſe uſually produce Contention, 
| | "Debate, Strife, Heats and 'Heart-burnings, and theſe breed Hatred, 
® 3 Wee IRC „ 
I know not well how to deſign theſe Evils, they are Cauſes of 
[ GOD's Wrath, and they are alſo Evidences of it; they are native 
Effects of his Diſpleaſure; and they are .likewiſe undeniable Prooffs 
of our being univerſally corrupt, ſinful and guilty: In à Word, 
they are certain Signs of our near approaching Ruin, as I formerly 
ſuggeſted, what native and likely Tendency they have to land us in 
Diſtruction, may eaſily be guiſed, from the Apoſtle's ſaying, F we 
bite and devour one another, we are in Hax ard to be conſumed one of ano- 
ther : I told you before, it is not the Nature ot CHRIST*s Sheep, 
to uſe ſuch Violence towards each other, and that uſually his 
Scourges follow ſuddenly upon their Puſhing Heads. I ſhall not 
venture at this Time to enlarge upon theſe Things, as warrantably I 
- might, or as Neceſſity requires: For I affect towards the Concluſion 
of this Conference, it's likely Enlargements paſt have encroached 
upon, and perhaps out weatied your Patience: For which it it be ſo, 
I carncſily entreat Forgiveneſs, and to procure it (if prudent ) might 
bumbly without Vanity acquaint you, That my Thoughts have 
iwdlled partly againſt my Will, far beyond my Expectation: Where- 
fore reſolving henceforth to bound them more narrowly, 1 deſire 
vou may bear with me; and as ſuteable to our preſent Caſe, allow 
ie to give at leaſt, a ſuort and complex Hint at ſome Particulars of 


Duty 


F 


Duty, with Referance to Offence, Diviſion and, Coldneſs of Affecti- 
on. I put all theſe, together for Brevity's Sake; and-truiy their Af. 
ſinity with one another is ſo cloſs, they can ſcarcely be ſeparate. 
Permit in general, That we have, as hath been;aflerted-in 


then it's apparent, that he judicially in Sovereignity, to bring about 
his Purpoſe of Wrath. ſuffereth us in this unnatutal and unchriſtian 
Manner, to fill up the Meaſure of our Iniquities; and that in Juſtice, for 
our greater Shame; he writes our Sins upon the Rods of Chaſtiſ. 
ment, Where with woe are puniſhed: For now ſeemingly he gives 
us up to provock and offend one another at every Turn, and in 
the mean Time, leaves us as infatuate to neglect and forget a- 
mong other Things, theſe four uſeſul Premonitions. Fir, The weigh; 
ty and doolful Conſequence of that heavy Wo, which our Saviour, 
in Matth: 18. 6, 7. pronounced againſt them that Occ 


n the World; and eſpecially: ſuch as eſſend his little. Ones: adh. The 
Care and Concern, . which Paul's Inference, 1 Cor: 8. 12. Ob- 
ligeth us unto, as. alſo! his watchful and wary Example anent this 
Verſe. 13. When to the Prejudice of his perſonal Intereſt, he reſolved 
Never to give a Brother Offence. | 3dly. The awful Precept and ſute- 


table Caution, which the Spirit of GOD by him layeth before us, 


in theſe and the like Words: Give ng-Offence neither to ſe nor Gen- 
tile, nor to the Church of, 0D; bear with the ties. of the Weak; 
phaſe not jour So but let every ane pleaſe his Neighbour for his Good 
ro ON. 4 

who ſow Diſcord among Brethren, are an  Abomination to the LORD; 
and really Oljects of bis Hatred. CO ova e a xl} alt od 

But now with particular Reference to theſe connected Circumſtan- 
ces, Lapprehend in the firſt place, its ſeaſonable, ſuteable and nece{- 
ſary for us at this Day, to forbear one another more than hithe 


among us, ceaſeth not to be an ablolute and poſitive Duty, as I 
might evince from Conſideration of the cloſe Affiniry and near Re- 


lation, which infinite Wiſdom hath pur betwixt it and true Religion, 


even ſuch as no Man withous fatal Prejudice, and rude Violence can 


ol it, as univerſally ſuteable and admirably, conſorm co Chriſtianity, 
being a main Hinge and principal 12 thereof, on che fame * 


2 r 


Inſtances horridly provocked, and hainouſſy offcnded th; "LORD, | 


an Offences 


The ſolomn caviate, Pro: 6. 16, 19. That they © 


| e than , hitherto 
ſome of us have done; mutual Forbearance, tho much out of Uſe 


„„ 


. And the 'Ditry of Private Cliiftians: © we | 


5 
13 


Sol veces, 
alfo eſſentially and indiſponfibly neceſſury, as likewiſe peculiarly be- 
lobging to Chriſtians, -and in a ſpecial manner encumbent on them; 
For which-canſfe, every Soul of us that pretends to 'Obriſtianity 


1 fiomtdendeavonrit; and the rather, becauſe it adorns; and recom- 
28 mends Religion, whereas ſtichling at Points each with other; 
= Heedleſs, fruitleſs and imptudent, "ſtanding on Terms, and purſuing 
3 the Chaſe to ye-equa/ Petemptors, natively! ſtains the Profefſiort nad 
Mn occaſions Reproach. Moreover, +Forbearance- is a Duty ſingular- 
_— - iy uſefal in its very natute, peaceable, pleaſant, amiable: and en- 


—＋ DARPENSNN iewys of being eminently gainful and edify- 
ing. Hence the conſtant and conſciencious Practice thereof among 
Chriſt ians, being an Attainment highly commendable and exceeding - 
ty deſireable, ſhould be ſtudiouſly and cureſully aimed at. 
So much and morethen I have ſaid may watrantably be deduced 
from Paul's frequent and expreſs urging*of this Duty, patticularly \ 
Eph. 4.'r; 2, 3. Where ſappofing ſome had ſaid; We deſire, re ſol/e and. 
Endeavour to honour our Proſeſſion, and walk worthy of our Chriſtian 
Calling, as ye have exhorted us; But by what ſhall we evidence it, 
He anſwereth by this, That with all Eqwlinieſs, Meckinely and long Stffers 
bh. - ing, ye forbear-one another in Love: Suppoſe again they had »replyed, 
j we cannot think Forbearing one another to be always in every Caſe 
; 
; 


out Duty, for oft- times *we ſee” it attended with bad Effects, as 
bringing more Guile both on our ſelves and others. His anſwer to 
this may be implyed in theſe Words, walk worthy of the Vacation nuhere- 
with je are talled. g. d. Miſtake not your Meaſures .though. bad 
Effects not torſeen, do ſometimies follow the Performance of Rnow- in 
and ſuteable Duty, yet your Obligation to do it remains firm; your 
1 Chriſtian Name, Quality and Profeſſion, oblige you to forbrar 
— dne another; its Duty and ybur Duty more than others to behave 
4 thus towards all Men, but eſpectally your Brethren. Permit tur- 
 _ ther, ſome had ſaid Weare-perſwaded by the Influence and Weight 
| of yont diyinely inſpired Counſel, to eſſay the Practice of this Duty; 
if but what will our Feckleſs, ſolitary and ſingle Performance . avail, 
| hie other fellow Profeſſors ſeemingly” more zealous, do act con- 
| trary to us and eondemn · our 40 U Ging as Untaithfulneſs. The anſwer 
| may, be e pularity in the- Courſe. ol Obedience, ſuould 
4 not be ſtumbled at, tog Notions f Duty !/ ſhould not be your 
| | Rule; reproaching-of Innocence is no Rarity, the moſt valuable and 


a uſeful 


1 


— — - - ——̃᷑ — 3 


uſeful thing are afualty 2c quited'jn Circumſtances of greateſt Hitde 
| ſhip and Hifficulty, page Our Refolution over this. Piſcourage. 
ment, and you-ſhall quickly lend Advantage ; it will witaef$, for you 

much Anſwerableneſs and Uviformity* between your Pr; | 
and Profeſſion, it will declare to the World how willing you ate 70 


5 live peacelly with all Men, how deſireous you are, and how iced 


you. endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bund of Peace. 
Wherefore now with Refefence to the Sus common in . Bp 

I mean the Offences given to GOD and Man by Men in * wi] 
tion, and others 1 their Influence; it wil be tound ſometimes 
more our Duty to ſi 

without Wiſdom, — unlealonably without Prudence, to ipeak au- 
. dibly before Men what we apprehend Reaſon for, anent prevailing 
Evils, yet this muſt be reſtricted to Circumſtances i in which it's evi- 


dent no Advantage or Edißcation can be reached by our fo doing | 


as I formerly cautioned. But ye will ſay, 

* Obje&. When we altogether hold our Peace, . how ſhall "we fret our 
ſelves From being Partakers with them in i heir Guilt, and where Hall then 
our Teftimony gainſt them be ? 


Sul. For Anſwer, having delrered ſome Thoughts anent this. at 


Ready, refering you thither, I only ſuggeſt, there Is, a ſpeaking with- 
ords as Hannah did before Eli, and Neherizis e en 
there 1 is alſo a crying without vocal Sound as David Pf, 142 ſays, he 
did in the Cave, likewiſe, a teſtifying. by Practic $! and. Carriage, 
whenWords may be wanting and many an exerciſed 
koned it a ſingular Mercy, Comfort, OPriviledge "and Advantage, 
that we m Seh and ſaſely, ſigh, ſpeak-and cry ſuch things 
before GO, as oft times we cannot * may not ſpeak before Men 
Exel. 9. J. 11. bearetih That they who /R bed and cryed for the Abomis 


nations done on the Ci 7 were mertiſullj marked by the Ao of the 75 . 
u 


namt; and I ( with Submiſſion to gol bettet underſtood in . 
do verily take the crying there mentioned to be much, if not moltly 
meant of a ſilent or private crying; a crying to GOD \ ently 
Sighs, though I doubt not by Words alfo, when they Ray; 
any proper Conveniency ; for conſidering they were in d Church and 
Stare great and Imall uniyerſally Corrupt, their Circumſtances at 
that time could ſcarcely admit of any other crying except in,publick 
Men, luch as the Prophet Ver. 2 Agrecable to which, Amos 5. 13. 
2 . Saith 
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and cry ſilently before 60D than pol 
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Saich, The: Prudent ſaall keep Silence in an evil Time, becauſe it ir an 
evil time. , But loth to dip further, I proceed.” 
idly, We ſhould endeavour to forgive one another, this is what 
ur Lord Jeſus, Heavens commiſſionate CAB e e ane 
expreſly command, and beſides his humane Practice laid before us 


for an Example, he obligeth us to it, and encourageth us in it, by 


| N 


telling us, if we forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, GOD ſhall forgrue us: So 
then 25.we Would * forgiveneſs from GOD, 10 e x 
Men; For if we from our Hearts do not forgive every one his Brother, 
neither will our heavenly Father forgive us; and in theſe Terms, Mat. 
6. 12. we arg commanded to pray, but together with this you have 
alſo the Apoſtles, particularly Paul and Peter, , after CHRIST's 
Example and by his Command, very frequently adviſing the Lord's 
People to forgive one another. Paul moſt affeRionarely preſſeth it 
upon them by this weighty and prevailent Argument, as GOD for 

CHRIST's Sake hath forgiven you, and in the Bowels of CHRIST he 
beſeecheth them earneſtly, Recompenſe to no Man Evil for Evil, do not 
in any caſe avenge jour ſelves, rather give place to Wrath, and commis 


jour ſelves entirely to GOD, who repayeth Vengeance to Tranſgreſſors, 
Le not overcome of Evil, but overcome Zvil with Good, if it be Pelſible, as 


much as lieth in jou; Live peaceably with all Men. Peter allo infpired 
wot railing for railing, &c.. but contrary-wiſe Bleſſing, which Exhortati- 
on he ork: ih the Conſideration of their Chriſtian Calling, 
obliging them thereunto as a" eflectual mean of bringing them to 
inherit a Bleſſing. 1 Pet. 3. 9. Theſe and ſuch like Goſpel Precepts | 
r 


In the gd. place, That we ſhould always by alt means CHRIST 5 


like, endeavour Good for Evil, and Love for hatered to all Men, 

even our Enemies, but more eſpecially the Houſhold of Faith; So 

then tho? we apprehend Reaſon to think, ſome Perſons of our Ac- 
uaintunce do not Love us, yet while we have-ground in Charity to 


ſuppoſe they may belong to CHRIS I, in this hope, for his ſake, not 


telenting their Diflike of us, we ſhould truly and warmly love them 


” thus tho? they do not regard uszyea, tho they do evidently ſlight an 


uodervalue us on the ſcore of their ſuppoſed Relation to CHRIST, 
we ſhould endeavour to hold up and keep firm our Eſteem of them, 


and Relpect for them, ho they chink meanly of us; yea tho" they | 


; enteĩ- 


by the ſame Spiri®argeth the ſame in much the like Words, Render 


4nd the Duty of private Chriſtians. 09. 
entertain Prejudices, hard Thoughts and Exceptions againſt us, we 
Hould ſtill keep up good Thoughts of them as long 4s the Caſe 
wWoill bear it: Tho! they ſpeak evil of us, if we can ſpeawgood of 
them ʒwe ſhould be ſure to do it: As the ſweet ſpirited Calvin ſaith, Ter 
Luther call me Dog, or Devil; I will ſay of him nevertheleſs, he i 
precious Servant Fd Jeſus CHRIST. And if we cannot thus*oblige 
them, we ſhould endeavour. to be ſilent anent them, as Pale 15. 3. 
Prov: 10 18, 19. Ia Brief, though they have offended us zyea, 
tho' they have diſobliged us, and done Hurt to our Perſons, or 
particular Intereſts; we ſhould pray for them, wiſh well to them, 
and think carefully to find out what Kindneſs we may have Oppor- 
tunity to do them. So ſhall we be The Children of our heavenly Fu- 
ther, As the Martyr Cranmer, of whom it was a Proverb, Do the 
Biſbop of Canterbury a Diſpleaſure, and you ſhall. have him your Friend 
for ever afterward. That holy Man in his much to be admired par- 
ting Words, ſaith; I bad never greater Pleaſure in all my Life than to for- 
ive and forget Injuries, and to do Good to them that ſought Evil to me: A 
Pitch of ſelf Denial, and Chriſt- like Mceknels, that tew of us have at- 


tained too. For contrariwiſe, 5 | 5 
.  Fourthly,Many of us do habitually accuſe orhers*uncharitably, who 
et find Shifts abundance at Hand to excuſe themſelves unwarranta- 
| bly. Some allo be mighty curious to know other Folks Faults, and 
very forward to tarp at their Neighbours for Actions .amiſs, who 
notwichitanding are themſelves extremely careleſs of their own 
Hearts and Ways; yea, as T formerly hinted, intirely negligent a- 
bout correcting ſuch Things as be wrong in either of theſe; like 
the Eye that can ſee any Thing but irfelf: They can pick out the 
Mote in their Brother, aud yet affe the Beam with Eaſe to remain in 
themſehves. But tho' this Practice he natural to Mankind, and com- 
mon with us; becauſe it's unbecoming our Character, evil, finful, 
and unchriſtian ; we ſhould hate it, avoid it, and ſet our ſelves con- 
tinually in all Things to act and walk contrary: For which Cauſe; 
endeavouring always to be excreiſed} about our own” Hearts; we 
ſhould view impartially and examine ſtrickiy our own Life, both as 
it reſpects GOD and Man; and that we may be the more eaſily pro- 


vocked againſt our ſelves as Cato the Roman, who us'd to ſay; © - 
E could. more eafily forgive any Man than himſelf. Or as David 


Plaims, 33. 5+ and 51, 3. who in Acknowledging axgreged bir own Ins — = 


* 


Fl * | | r 1 EY 
Ie Scotland' preſent Circamſtanrer, | 
| ity," and ſet it continually befwre him. We ſhould take Care to apra- 

| 5 5 n Evils, and freely, ſharply and ſeverely cenſure Mon 8 
own Faults, Faillings, and Imperfections: Mean While on the 
other Hand, no leſs endeavouring with all, poſſible Ingenuity and 
Earneſtneſs, to be charitable, - merciful and indulgent to theſe 
Things in our Brother as they are in him, we ſhoüld be ſure; 76 
come with the Mantle behind. us and cover them, i. e. To have an Ex- 
cuſe always ready at Hand-for them (yet this no further than ſafe- - 
ly without making our ſelves acceſſory to his Sins; as from Eph, 
5. , 11.. with other Scriptues was cautioned ) ſo when we have 

Occaſion to reprove any that be overtaken in, a Fault, we ſhould 
take Care to do it, Gal. 6. 1. in Love and with Meekneſs; or whtn _ - 
a Brother hath offended us, ſewing our ſelves willing to bereconciled; 
we ſhould be eaſily prevailed upon to forgive him, as Matt. 18.33 Hence, 

_ Fifthly, The Apolile Peter, after the Example, and by the Antho- 
rity. of his great Maſter; doth ſolemnly charge us, To be all of one 
Mind: To have Compaſſion one of another : To be pitiful : To be caurteous: To 
love as Brethren: To love one another with a pure Heart fervently: Io honour 

. all Men: To love the Brotherhood and the Brethren with au unfeigned Love. 
Paul alſo, an Apoſtle, by the ſame Authority, doth earneſtly A ini us,To 
follow after Things which make for Peace, and Things wherewith one may edify ' 
anot her: To be like minted as CHRIST was: To be tender hearted and hoſpital 
towards each other: Jo be at peace amongſt our ſelves: Jo be of one 
Accord and of one Mind: To ſubmitour ſelves one to another in the Fear of 
GOD: To be patient towards all Men: To be kindly affectioned one to 
another. To . watch over ourſelves,and make ſure that Nothing be done 
through Strife or vain Glory, but in Lowlineſs, of Mind: That Euch e- 
fin echers beater; thay themiefner.. TOSS SS 
Nou from theſe and ſuch likeScriptares compared, it's evident, That 
being denied to our Gifts and Attainments; we ſhould rather admire 
nd act charutably towards the Gifts of others; and tho* fome of our 
N differ from us in Principles or Opinions which do not 
thwart the Eſſentials of Faith, nor deſtroy the Fundamenals of Re- 
ligion; while we have Reaſon ſafely to conclude them ſound in the 
Main, and to le the Root of the Matter in them. We ſhould in 
the Exerciſe of Charity, Love and. Simpathy, as far as warrantably 
we may, pals by what.iis wrong about them ; agree with them: 
think, {peak, and a&Þrotherly and reſpecttally rowards them. But 
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verily, this Path is ſeldom trode in our Day: This is a Duty nualt 


* r * 


performed by the Generality of Profeſſors. Tho, 143 
Sberhh, We ſee GOD has put his People in ſuch near Relation 
to one another, and by bis Spirit in the Scriptures; given ſuch 
Titles and Defignations to them, as do plainly ſne forth, what. the 
Frame of their Heart and Behaviour ſhould be. For Inſtance, he hass 
frequently deſigned them, Sons, Children, Brethren, Kinſmen, Pilgrims, 
"Companions, Fellow-workers, Fellow-citizens, Heirs of the Kingdom, &c. 
Now, theſe and ſuch like Relations being named upon them, do in- 
timote to ns, and clearly demonſtrate among other Things, chiefly 
*thele- Seven. 1/7.: That there is really a Sibneſs and Aſſinity be- 
-twixt them. And therefore, 2d. They may fafely uſe: Homlineſs, 
"Freedom and Familiarity with one another. 34%. There ſhould . 
be always Unity, Harmony, and © Oneneſs of Heart and Mind a- 
mongſt them. 4th. They ſhould ſincerely love one another, and 
ew Kindneſs to each other on all Occafions. 5th. As much as 
"Tres in them, if poſſible they ſhould ſimpatile with, and comfort - one 
another S), as far as warrrantably they may, they ſhould ſubmit 
and condeſcend to one another. thy. An influenſive an operative 
© Concern, for one another's Good, ſhould be alwaye working adive- 
ly in them; making them faithful, dutiful, uſeful and helptul to 
each other. This being a ſhort and - comprehenſive Sum of the 
Duties which we owe to each other, with Referance to theſe}:Rela- 
tions GOD has named upon us, and placed us in, if e refuſe to 
0 17 theſe Duties 7 ſeing they natively pertain to ſuch relative 
Deſignations; we deſerve to be denied and deprived the Honour and 
Comfort of ; And to aggravate our Guilt, I muſt ſay, we 
att in this, contrary to that Artiele of our Creed, which maintains 
The Communion of Saints; N ET r : ed $44 4,44 WER. ks Wop + 
But Seventhh, When other Means fail, i. , when all Endeaxours 
L - hitherto pointed at prove uſeleſs and ineffectual for healing aur 
«Diviſions, and reviving our decayed Love; the approven Means 
of mutual ſpiritual Converſe, and affedtionate faithtul Prayers 
witch, and for one another may yet be very uſeful: For theſethrough 
the Spirit's Concurrence are uſually made warming Means and 
+ "healing Remedies: Therefore on all Oceaſions we ſhould cameſt- 
ly, fervently and importunately pray to G00, and beg o bim 
That he who for our Provocations hath divided us in his An. 
| 0 32 TS, KY | - 1 ge 
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ger, may for CHRIS T's Sake make whole our 'Breaches in his 
Mercy; That to magnifie the Richneis and Freeneſs of Grace, he 
may accompliſh in our Favours all the Promiſes ot this Priviledge 
made to us in his Word. That he may. give us one Heort, and one 
Na, and make us become one Stick is bis Hand; That Ephraim 1 
n more wex Judah, nor Judah Ephraim. 
Ancient Writers tell us, That in Primative Times the Chriſti- * 
ans expteſt and evidenced ſo much Love to one another at Meet- 
ing, as made their Heathen and Pagan Enemies, ſcing and ob- 
ſerving it to cry out Behold how the Chriſtians love one another! 
But now alas ! the Guiſe is turned, the Caſe is quite other ways 
with us; For our Enemies may juſtly cry out againſt us and fay,. 
Bchold how the Chriſtians do hate, envy, diſpiſe, backbite and 
reproach one another? Behold how Proſeſlors ot the beſt Rank 
( ( even theſe that on ſolid. Grounds in Charity we account Belie- 
vers) are divided againſ} each other, ſee how they ( who ſhould + 
love as Brethren -) do cenſure, judge, condemn, rail at ( and ſe- 
| pant from) one another; Oh alas! Teil it nor in Gath, Cc. 
y dear Friends theſe Things ought not ſo to be, tho? tov much 
- common ; LORD pity us, and give us Wiſdom. to know our 
Duty, and Conſult our true Intereſt -atight ; for conttrary to this 
the Apolile advileth us, 1 4s the Eleft of GOD, 40 be tender hearted, = 
to  forbear one another, to forgive. one another, to put on . Bowels: of 7 
Mercier, | Kindneſs,  Humbleneſs of | Mind, Meeknueſc, 0 Long ſuffering... &c. | | 
_ That ue may be: Followers -of GOD as dear Children, and ua in 
- _ Love as CHRIST »alſo did, leaving us an Example, even iuch as 
_ © doth ſolemnly oblidge us to follow his Steps: . And, therefore, all 
.. who. profcis to love him ſhould lope one another, all whoſe Feet he hath 
waſhed ſhould endeavour to waſh one anothers Feet. Love is indeed 5 
a Debt which each. of us owe to ether, but it's this Day ſeldom . 
dowped, and ill paid by max. Ts I 
This ſays in the Eight Place, That together with warming Means, 
ve ſkould make uſe of Influenſive Conſiderations, 
_ - » Wherefore now to excite our Care and Diligence in Imitating 
the blefſed JESUS as our great Pattern; Let us ſeriouſly con- 
er into what near and cloſs Union with. himſelf, he hath re» - | 
ccCerived them, whi are given to him of the Father: e . | 
a 1 Eat 4 BRL 6 5 SLIT LOSS: . 6 e W 2 =. 
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„Aus the Dai ef priome C¹m̊mmmm ily 
. 1waded: this will be à very Inflaenſive Conſitleration. Here pleaſe 
notice, how the Holy Ghoſt hath choſen out all the neareſt” Re- 
tations/ in Nature, to expreſs and illuſtrate that ſpiritual Union 
* which is betwixt CHRIST and his People: CHRIST is our King, 
we bis Subjefts; he is our Husband, we his Spoufs, he is our Ma- 
fer, wi his Servants, he is our Shepherd, we the Sheep of his Paſture ; . 
he is the Nine, we are the Branches; he is the Foundation, we the 
Building; be 14 our Head, and we are bis Members; be is our Friend, 
and we are hit: In a Word, be is our Life, all our Influences are 
Fes LOT FT OY we profeſs to be thus nearly related to | 
(HR . e | „ 5 9 
In the Ninth and laſt Place, to conclude all that I intend at |} 
this Time; I ſhall lay before yon, che great, the abſolutely Re f 
quiſite and indiſpenſibly neceſſary Duty of all Chriſtians both i 
publick and private: And that is to act Harmoniouſly, as by one "TM 
pirit to walk together peaceably in one Way, as loving feli. 
low Pilgrims, and to behave towards each other in all Refpets, 
as Members of one and the ſame Myſtical Body whereof CH RIST. "25 
is the Head. In Order to which the laſt Conſideration may Rati- 3 
onally influence our Aﬀedtions, chiefly four Ways, _ F 
Firft, As CHRIST is our Head and we his Members, ſo nhae 
hath an abſolute Command over us, and where this Relation is - 4} 
real, Obedience to his Commands will be ſweer and without Force. | 
Now this is CHRIS T's Command rhar we ſhould love ove another, - 
by this ( faith he) ſhall all Men know you are Difiptes if you. love - 
one another. Theſe Relations into which CHR receiveth his 
People, ſpeak out and hold forth a willing, cheerful, ready and full 
© Submiſſion to all his Commands, and what Duty is there in all the 
Goſpel, which is more frequently and earneſtly preſſed than this, 
A' new Commandment give I unto you, that you. love one another, 4 . © b 
bare loved you, fo love one another; Alſo an Old Commandment . — 
being the Sum of the ſecond Table of the Law, and frequently 
charged upon us under the firſt Diſpenſation; yea, the whole Sctip- * 
ture is ſo full of Obligations both upon Conſcience and Ingenuity. 
to this Duty, that the Principal'Stream of it ſeems to run in chis 
Channel of Love : But CHRIS T's Command is in it ſelf am 
an Obligation, as one that hath wy ſpiritual Senſe to feel the 
Strength of it, cannot bteak; it's CHRIST that hath command- 
ed, and ſhall not we obey? ——_ not the Love of CHRIST 
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conſtrain us; Can we find in our Heart togbe ſo unkind to him 
who. hath been ſo kind to us, how can any have the Impudence 


as to Rand it out with him in ſo juſt and equal a Command? 


mould not the. Sweetneſs, Kindneſs and Goodneſs of CHRIST 
overcome us? that ſeing his Love was ſo great as not to 
ſpare his own Life for us ; Yea, and ſuffer more for us (I be- 


0 


hieve ) than we think he did; nay, I may ſay, More than we cin 
conceive he did, and which commends his Love to us above all, 


that he ſhould do and ſuffer ſo much for us, who of his Crratures 
Were become his Enemies; Why ſhould we not then cheerfull 


ſubmit to him in this one Command (Love one another ) doth 7 


not the very Word Love carry in it at firſt hearing Abundance of 
alluring Violence? This is CHRIS T's Loke, and here we may 
well lay, His Toke is eafie and bis Burden is lguu: What is there 


in a Life of divine Love, that we need to be afraid of ? what is 
there in this Command that is grievous ? How can this Toke be 
uneaſie, have we any ſolid Reaſon for our being loath to take it 


on; Nay, ſurely, but ſuch is the baſe Degeneracy and Uareaſon- 


ableneis of corrupted Nature, that when any Thing comes in Com- 
petition with Sf Love, all Bonds mult then be broken, all Yokes ; 
mult be caſt off, and nothing will then keep us in; Nay, needs force 

Reaſon or none, we will take our own Part, tho* never fo bad. 
and our own Part even in the Heat of Paſſion muſt ſeem beſt, tho 

it be contrary to infinite Righteouſneſs, which is GOD himſelf. ' 
We have a natural Prejudice againſt whatſoever doth thwart our 
Rumours be it never ſo juſt, holy and rational (O that we could 
once learn ſo much of CHRIST as to lay it afide ) could we look 
more narrowly, and ſearch more exactly into our ſelves with a. 
ſpiritual Eye, we would certainly ſee that which would make us 
laath our ſelves, we would become abominable in our Eyes, and 


rather take any Part than our own; We would ſee ſo much De- 


ceitfulneſs in our ſelves as that we ſhould think our Caſe bad, 
however good it may ſeem to our natural S/, before we apply 


it to the Rule. Rule Nature would have none but it ſelf, and 


the in our better Compoſure of Mind, we may receive ſome o- 
ther Rule, yet in our Paſſions we cannot ſpare Time, to ſearch for 
any other: And therefore take that which is next to Hand, and 


| Elf will be ſure to be it; But we mult, if we will be true Chri- 
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fans, learn to deny Self, and wholly ſubmit our ſelves to the Com · 


mand of CHRIST, as our only Rule; O! let the Power © 14 


CHRIS T's Love and Command, "make us obedient to this Com- wo 
mand ot Love. 9 
Secondly, If we are to walk a6 Weben on nE ado 1 e 0 
ſhould hve influence upon our Aﬀections, and oblige us to love one another, — 
from the Command, which the Head hath over the Members; ſo from the Confor- 

ity mat is to be in the Members to the Head: The Head and the Members are 5 
not of two ſeveral Natures; but the ſame Nature paſſeth from — 
all the Members: Noy if we be ingrafted into Chriſt, . - 
Nature with him, we muſt be Followers of Chrift, and walk in Love as bt al fo 5 
loved us. Paul exhorteth us to follow him, and other Goſpel Miniſters, as WS: ©. 
he or they, Be Fallowers of Chrift : So then Chriſt is to be our great Pitern; "and , 7 
he y commands us, to learn of him for he was meek, Oc, It's: Folly in us; 
we think to attain unto a perſect Conformity ; but as much as our N 


ble of, we are to ſtrive for; Chriſt's Love to us hath Baadiih and Lenglit, al. Deb 5 


and Height, which paſſeth Knowledge : Greater Love hath no Man than thus, hs 
Man rhowld lay down his Life for h1 Friend : Pont Cn 
to us, in that while we were Enemies he died for us. Behold what Manner 
is this that Chrift hath beflowed tu ton us. Hereby perceive we the Love of 
_— 3. 16. that is Chriſt; becauſe he laid down his Life for us. — 


ference, after ſpeaking theſe Words, is the ſame with mine, and that in 1 PO 


Fer, he — tn We ought to lay dom aur Liver for the Brethren. I fay, If 
Paſhon and Wrath, then a baſe, proud; Self-pleaſing and contradicting: 


—.— ſhould be laid down for the Brethren do we c no Lovelineſs or —— 4 | LES * "IJ . ÞY 


ty in Chriſt Jeſus to engage and oblige us? Is there no Excellency in his Sweet 
Pity and Patience? Is not his Lovingkindneſs amiable ? And would not ſome 
n Had he more Reaſon to love us than we have to low 1 
one another? O let our Souls be overcome with the Thoughts of this unſpeakable 
Love of Chriſt: Let our Hearts be kindled and blown up into a Flame by it. 0 
when ſhall this dear, precious, pure, eternal Love of his overpower our Souls 2 
When ſhall ichave its proper 2c ⁵³˙!TÄ 
our Beloved? When ſhall we put on his Beauty? When ſhall we be comely through 
his Comelineſs? O how lovely ſhould we then look! Let us put off the Deformity 
that is upon 2 Dang" e ſo. unlike Chrift ; yea, which makes us vile 
and loathſome in his Pride, Paſſion, Self. conceit, Worldlineſs and the like: 
theſe hee Chrit at fc r kinder his mere ſweet, frequent and 
intimate Converſe with us. Jts only that of himſelf, which Chriſt ſees in us, mat 
he is delighted with: For in him is the Perfection of all Beauty and Excellency; and 
whatſoever Lovelineſs is in any Thing elſe comes from him, is like him, and leads 
to him: Would we know how much; we are beloved of him? Let us then fee how: | 
much we are him: For he cannot but love that which is like himſelf; and if- 
we would be him we muſt put on Love: For GOD iv Love, or. be dar de- 
teth in Love, dwelleth in GOD, and GOD in him. | 
Thirdly, we ought to behave toward one another as Members of the ſave Bok 
dy, under Chriſt the Head: What can ſpeak à cloſſer Union than Co-memberſhip ? 
re ä 6 cheriaketh in: But ve do 


not 


| 


= 2 


partly love him, wherever we ſee or find him: Chriſt is in all theſe that are his: 
then let us fear offending of Chriſt in his People: For what is done to them, he 


— 


1186 ' Scotland's preſent Circumſtancet, &c. 
not feel the Power of this Oneneſs, as we ought to do: We are many, and where. 


there is Diviſion, there will be Diflention; that we may therefore be more one, let 
us be more in putting off our ſelf, and going in to Chriſt : Here let us look into 


- the Loathſomneſs of our Natures whileſt off from GOD, which truly is the Cauſe of 


all Confuſion amongſt us at this Day: And if we cannot ſee its Deformity in its 
ſelf ; let us ſee it by Way of Reflection in its bitter Effects, and when we ſee our 


 *own Unſhaplineſs and actual Pollution, we ſhall ſee leſs Cauſe to love our ſelves, 


and more Cauſe to love others ; Let us look upon our Oneneſs in Chriſt, and aſſay 
if from thence we can become one in Aﬀections':: Chriſt ſaith, I and the Children 


' *ohtth thou gave} me; we have one ſpiritual Father, we are Brethren ; let us love as 
Brethren. The Cauſe of this Union is our being made Fartakers of Chriit's Nature, 


and baptiz'dinto the ſame Spirit with him : And if we have at any Time experienced 
the more lively, and full Incomes of this Spirit of Chriſt; let the Remembrance of 


the Sweetneſs of it, renew it in us. How did it ſet the Heart on Fire! was not the 
Sonl then too narrow to contain its own Affections? How dearly could we then 


Tonk upon a Saint even in Rags, prejudicing us? How did Pride and Wrath vaniſh 


and melt down into Meekneſs, Humility and Love; did we ever experience What. 
this mzaneth ? If fo, let us remember the Voice of the Spirit in us, ang labour to 
have our Judgments and Aﬀections always after ſo ballanced. A Life of» ſpiritual 


eis a Life indeed, a Heaven upon Earth; therefore let us, when we find ourſel ves 
in 2 {piritual Temper, examine our ſelves, and enquire how we like ſuch a Frame. 
.Fcurthly, And laſt of all, Are we Members of Chriſt, we will be loth to ſay, We 
bot love Chriſt; but if we truly and indeed love him, e will really and im- 


Fil take as done to himſelf; It wilt be ſaid in the great Day, Haſnuch os yr did. 
it unto theſe, ye did it unto me. However light or overly ſome think of Ns at 
yn the World will find it true to their Coſt, If we act as in Chrift, we will 
fad our ſelves as much concerned for him, as for our ſelves, and more too All 
the Wrongs done to him, we will reckon done to us; if we are Chriſt's, his Intereſt 
Will be ours, and his Injuries curs; if we are Chriſt's, we will be as fearful of offen- 


* 


ding any of his, as of wronging our ſelves: Chriſt himſelf is above the Reach of 


2 
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Ing of Jehovah m ee, rength- 


carne ft Pt | 
him, whois nioft willing, han og to ſerve you in the Way of Duſie. fo Jr. 
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